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| EXAMINATION. 


of Nine Sermons, from Matt. 1 6. 18. 
| Publiſhed laſt Year, by Mr Toft eþh Fiſh of Stonington; 3 


Wu rr 5 


He bo to prove, that thoſe called Standing Churches 
in New-England, are built upon the Rock, and upon 
the ſame. Principles with the firſt Fathers of this 
Country : And that Separates and Baptiſts are joining 
with the Gates of Hell againſt them, 


: In Anſwer to which; 


Many: of his Miſtakes are 5 The Conftitmtion' | 
.of thoſe Churches opened ; the Teſtimonies of Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and -alſo of many of thoſe Fathers are 


produced, which as plainly condemn his Jones OR 
Separate or Baptiſt can do. 
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By Isaac Backus. 1 
Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt i in in Midaleborough, 1 
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Go tbro go thro the Gates ; — out the Stones 1. CY « 
Standard Jar the People. Ila. 62. 10. | 


2. Separation nerally hears ill in the ET and oh hers? is 

: « a ſeparation ſuitable to the mind of God: He that 1 0 

& not ſeparate from the world and falſe worſhip is a para” % 
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THE PREFACE. 


E ACE is fo lovely in itſelf, and is fo eſſential to 
happineſs, that all would be accounted friends there- 

' to. The direction from above is, ſeek peace and 
purſue it: and the ery from below is peace, peace 

Yet there is a great and important difference be- 

tween the tauo lauguages ; for the divine voice is, love the 
TRUTH and peace; and the way preſcribed to promote union 
is, ſpeaking the TRUTH in love, Zech. 8. 19. Eph. 4.15. 
But the two grand engines to ſupport the contrary cauſe are 
deceit and violence. Which cauſe the Prince of peace came 
into the world on purpoſe to deſiroy; and wherever his 
truth prevails, it breaks up that ſort of peace. Hence -the 
charge exhibited againſt one of his greateſt mini ſters, ly men of 
Principal note in the wwarld for religion and order, was, We 
have found this man a peſtilent fellow, and a mover of 
ſedition throughout the world. Acts 24. 5. And it was 
not only ſo among the Jews, but alſo in the capital of a Ro- 
man colony; when the power of truth had cut off the hope of 
an unlawful ſcheme of gain, the magiſtrates . ſoon had a 
complaint laid before them, that, theſe men do exceedingly 


trouble our city. Acts 16. 20. 8 
However, this conduct both in Jews and Heathens, i, ſo 

plainly expoſed in the bible, that the whole chriſtian world 
will condemn it; and who will dare to appear now to plead 
for a peace contrary ts truth > In/tead of that, truth is ſet 
upon as high a pole among proteſtants, as the. croſs is among 
the papiſts : and every auther that writes, has get the in- 
portant word wrote in ſome place, where the reader may not 
fail to ſee it, Yet there has been ſuch galling of one ano: 
ther in perverfe diſputes, and ſtriving about this and other 
words * in aur day, that ſome ſerious people are ready te 
_ condemn all diſputing, as being a principal cauſe of all the 
gonfufions that appear in our nation and land, The if after 


the confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled in blood, with the © 


great perplexities which were produced by many defeats that 
we met with in the beginning of the late war, any bad. ſaid, 
| | 1 N | 
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Ter to omit it now, could noi be 


Execs ; fo r Mr. F. Jays, 2 if 1 have in any inſtance, miſe 


PREFACE. 


ewe had better be eaſy as long as we can, than to oppoſe thi 
enemy any more; ſuch advice would hardly have paſſed for 


| good policy, or for à token of true regard to our peace and 
. evel/are. Ye £4. | n i 8 ; 


All rational attempts ts remove calamities, are levelled 
againſt the cauſes of them ; and as deceit and violence have 
been the cauſes of all our woes from the beginning, ſo a great 


Part of the ori ef God's ſervants in all ages has been to point 


out and expoſe the deceits of falſe men ; which has often pro- 
duced what the prophet ſpeaks of, viz. A voice of the how- 
ling of the ſhepherds ; and ſays, he, my ſoul loathed them, 
and their ſoul alſo; abhorred me, Zech. 11. 3, 8. And 
things of like nature have appeared in our times, but none 
are willing to be accounted the idol ſhepherds ; each one 
would turn it off toothers; and many minifters in our land have 
been labouring theſe 20 years to fix the odious character upon 
'@ number of people who have withdrawn from their ſocieties. 
Among whomMr. Fiſh has lately diſtinguiſhed himſelf,by at- 
tempting to open the © riſe, cauſe and tendency of theſe 


% ſeparations and the errors of the anabaptiſts,” ina volume 


of about 200 pages, This have been requeſted by chriſtian 


Friends to write ſame reply to ; but as I have ſeveral times, 


expoſed ſome of my thoughts on theſe ſubjece, to the world, 


I repeatedly told my friends that I thought I had done my 


art in that way. Alt length it was urged that many of the 
firſt leaders in ſeparation were gone off the ſtage, and ſcarce 
any left that are [o fully acquainted with the circumſtances 
and manner of the firſt. ſeparations, as have been. This 


argument prevailed ſo far, that I agreed to rake and read 


the book and act as light might appear. And when I came 
to read it, no doubt remained whether it ought to be an ſaber- 
ed or not, tho the doing of it was far. from appearing a 
pleaſing lot to nature. For whatever pleaſure it may yield, 
to appear to the public in matters that are pleaſing, or for a- 
mu ſement; yet in war, to be diſtinguiſhed as a mark for 
very one to ſhoot" at, that nature dreads, My unequalneſs 
to the taſk was flill a greater difficulty ;. for tho' it was an 
eaſy matter to point out many of Mr. Fiſh's miſtakes and in- 


; wonſiftences, ſo as ts render bis performance contemptible 


fo ds the ſubject? juſtive, would be nothing leſs than to lay 
open the religious conſtitutions ef the whole country, and 
many tranſactions which deeply affet the characters of many 
noted men, © CASES gee | 

done with a: clear con- 
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«© takenfadts, or miſrepreſented perſons or things, I deſire it 
* may be corrected. Preface p. 4. And after along diſcourſe 
on thoſe things, he ſays, T he foregoing errors, principles, 
* and 3 offences which they took, the charge of all 
« hi,, muſt lie upon them until they purge them ſeluet.“ 
p. 164. Therefore to be filent now, would ! | 
things paſs for truth, which I knew. were not fo, tho many 
ethers did not know it. Mr. F. tells us he hopes, if there 
are any miltakes, ** it avill be looked upon as ſimple and unde- 
% fioned.” To which 1 evould ſay, I defirs always to avoid 
the evil of judging the counſels of others hearts, and tojudge 


rigbteouſſy according to what is made manifeſt. But as he 


bas manifeſted that he has miſtook the rule itlelf, throughout 


bis book, I leave him aud others to conſider how ſimple or un- 


deſigned /uch a miſtake can be; or what leſs can be expedted 
than falſe actings upon a falſe rule. Three witneſſes are 
allowed to prove any point, both by divine and human law : 
and that number ſhall ſuffice for the preſent to prove that he 


bas miſtook, and acted contrary to the golden rule in the af 


fair before us, | 3 
I. No man, or community can think it reaſonable to 


be a letting many 


 bave their chara@er drawn only by their imperfections with- . 


out any of their vertues : yet Mr. F. after a long attempt te 
draw the ſeparates ** picture to the life,” ſays, ** Whatever 
good things they have among them, they have them not as 
* ſeparates, bat iz common with other chriſtians, The 
« things that 1 have told you of above, are their characteriſ- 
ticks. 8. 160. „ =o 

2. Nene can be willing to have the character of their 
evhole denomination taken from evil perſons and things which 
may be pickt out among them: yet in the midſi of this labour 
to draw our picture, he ſays, I would not here be under- 


* ſtood to repreſent them all to a man, as advancing and 
© uniting in every one of the particulars above-mentioned; 


e but ſome of them held one, ſome another.” p. 142. 


- 


3. No mancanrationally be willing to be deprived of the 


liberty of hearing and judging for himſelf in important 
' matters 1, nor to be coudemxed by others without a fair hears 
ing ; yet this is the very labeur of Mr. Vilt's whole. book; 
for a principal reaſon-given for his writing it, in the firſt page 
' of his preface is, that © a confiderable number, i not the 
© greater part of his few remaining. people, inadvertently ſa- 
« voured the ſeparate teachers, ſo far as to frequent their 
© meetings.” And a. ſpecial” article of advice, in the'con- 
eluſion 17 Go not after them nor follow them. Hoa 
„ , 66 can 
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« can you, with any good conſcience, uſter I have ſhown you 
« from whence they aroſe, their principle; ſpirit and ten- 
« dency.” p. 191. "Thus his whole drift appears to be to" 
Beep his peeple from hearing and judging for | themſelves. 
And he has condemned us without a fair hearing : for ac- 
counts of our principles and practices have been publiſhed by + 
various hands, and at different times for theſe 18 years; yet" 
it does not appear thro' his whole book, that he has: paid any” 
regard to them, even ſo much as to point out our miſtaker or 
inconſiſtencies, ( as doubtl:/5 he mig have found ſome ſuch ;)- 
but the chief of what he has beld forth to the wor'd againſt 
11, ir upon his own bare word. . ae ee 
T ſuppoſe the chief thing which blinded him in theſe affairs, 
awas a conceit of his good deſign therein; for ſpeaking of 
* & the grievous things” which he has written both againſt ſe- 
| parates andbaptifi, he ſays, ** Neither ef which ſhould Ihave 
| « meddled with, could I at this day, have ſeen how to plead” 
| &« the cauſe of the churches ( that our brethren have ſæapara- 
j « ted from) which I believe to be the cauſe of God, with-" 
| % out ſhewing the younger and reminding the elder among 
1 «© my people, how and wherein this ſacred cauſe has been 
% injured,” Pref. p. 4. Now tis no new thing for nen 
under a ſtrong coxceit that they are engaged in'a good cauſe! 
to put good zmeanings to bad actions of their own, and bad 
„ meanings to good actions of others ; yea and to eſteem men's. 
1 works for the perſons ſate, inſtead of efteeming the per ſon 
J highly fer his work's ſake. And this temper will prompt 
men to think that evil don't belong to the ſacred cauſe that 
they are in, and that good don't belong to the oppoſite party, 
F but are intruders on each hand; and they would attribute 
* the evil among themſelves to others, and the good among others 
to themſelves, And is it not from hence that our author, 
ewhen he is going to reckon up a catalogue of the evil of the 
times, ſays, ** If the ſeparates are not the only guilty perſons, 
& or not MORE guilty than ſome that pretend to be of the 
4 ſtanding order, yet tit manifeſt that the folloauing diſ- 
* orders are owing chiefly if not entirely to the sEPARA- 
% T1ONs * p. 172. Obſerve, 'tis only ſome, and they but 
pretenders to be of the ſtanding order who are allowed te 
be guilty, while the real guilt is laid chiefly if not entirely 
at the ſeparates doors, On the other hand he ſays, « 1 
% &now not of ene principle or practice, among them that is 
% agreeable to the goſpel, but what they learned in our 


« churches.” P. 113. This is a fine way indeed of treating 


mankind ! | 
However 
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. Nowever Itruſt it auvill yet be. made mani ſaſt, that it was 
awhat God taught us, by his ward. and ſpirit, of the corrupti- 
ons whichare Allowed, yea and pleaded for to this day, in 
thoſe churches that cauſed us to ſeparate from them, But at 
it ſeems beneath the. dignity of theſe learned gentlemen ts 
take notice of laymen's writings,. I would, to help Mr, F's 
eye-/ight a little, Juſt point bim do one who calls hima layman, 
as he does us; and who has got à title as much above him, 
as he has above ur. He has only the title of reverend, but 
ene who has the ſhocking title given him of reverend Father 
in God, preached a ſermon on Feb. 21. 1766, before the 
ſociety which ſupports the Chureh miniſters that are ſent in- 
to this country; wherein he declares. that © ypERSECUTION 
for orixioxs was the moſt. abominable of all the errors of 
rhe antichriſtian church.” * And his ſermon abounds wit 
the word charity, and. he allows that our fathers were driven 
futo this land fer. conſcience ſake ; yet ſpeaking expreſily of 
thoſe.colonier where preſbyterianiſm is eltabliſhed. and re- 
mains in its ancient puRITY, he ſars, That very people, 
« whoſe fathers were driven for conſcience ſake into. the 
*c. waſte howling wilderneſs, are now as ready to laugh at 
«© the bible, as at their fathers ruffs and collarbands." 
Here is a character given to the world of Mr. Fiſh's chur- 
chet,byone who ſtands ſo much above them, that he treats them 
- Juſt as theſe miniſters do us, namely to accuſe without any 
proof but great ſwelling words of their own. And this very 
accuſation, from the biſhop, is given as the  reafon of their 
continuingtheir labours among us, inſtead »f going on ts 
goſpelize the ſavages, which he allows to be the original de- 
Jen of that ſociety : + for be ſays, , We might well leave 
« thefe factious people to themſelves, did not a miſerable cir- 
« cumftance fill call for our rejected charity; I mean, the 
1 ſpreading of GENTILISM in the colonies themſelves.” + 
And if we were to judge by his account it might be thought 
that ſuch heatheniſm abounded the moſt in Connecticut of 
any part of the land; for by the lift of their miſſionaries at 
the end of the biſhop's ſermon, it appears that they have 4 
third more of them there, than in any other colony in America: 
tho* it-looks more rational to me to ſuppoſe that the elegy*s 
power being carried te the higheſt pitch there, is the cauſe of” 
it. ' This prelates conduct in this matter bas been juſtly com- 
plained of as an open violation of the laws of truth and equity ; 
yet if be were allowed our authors method, to claim all that 
* Biſhop of Glocefter's Sermon before ſaid Society. p. 3. 
| Page 32, 13. T Page 8, ie 


ni. PARBEBACH 


the church of England,; then he might paſſibly in I 


SS 


1 expe Fe had ſpent almoſt all their labour among the En: 
oting in. And if he could have ſlocped fo low as_ ts bavg 
Si booked inte the life of Mr. John Eliot in the laſi century, 
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..The biſhop proceeds to charge the coloniſts with the Iread: 
. 28 5 ' d : 13 WL * STL 
ful crime of yearly ſtealing ſlaves from the oppoſite. continent, 


= 


= Hrn 


| end ſacrificing of them to their great idol the gon - 
5 % GAIN.” p. 25. And be ſays, © Ae is more certgit | 
| e in itſelſiand apparent to all, than that the infamous traf- 
«« fic for flaves, directly infringes both divine and human lany, 
% Nature created man free, and grace invites bim to aſſert 
« his freedom.” p. 26. Who then could think but that this 
great ſociety for the propagation of the goſpel, would ſet 77 
theſe ſlaves at liberty as faſt as they could? But bebold! 
"The caſe ic altered. For governor Cordington of Barbados, 
| 8 of ſetting his ſlaves free ) bequeathed a plantatiqn 
ſtocked with them to this ſociety ; hich now ts declared ta 
be a pious. intention i the donor, God out of ibis evil 
* ( ſays the biſhep ) having made us the-honored infliruments 
« of producing good.” p. 29. And the good which betalks 
His, that whils they reap the profits of thoſe ſaves, they 
would uſe them well, and ſo ſet a good example to others : 
And he ſays, e Ii would be impiety te ſuſpect that as 7 
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TRE FACE *%* 
i will not perſevere In milking rbit wſe of ſo fortunate # 


tt circumſtance.” p. 30. wat © 

Here is a glaſs for Mr. F. to look into. A praſaſed 
miniſter of Chriſt, at the head of a ſociety, compoſed of the 
chief dignitaries of the church, and of ſeveral lords in 


the ſtate, after exclaiming againſt perſecution, charac- 


tetiſeth the coloniſts as fanaticks, factious gentiles, year/y® 


= 


. pradtifing the worſt of heathenitm, even the ſacrificing of 


uman creatures to an idol ; and this from the ſame mouth 
that tells of pious deſigns in all the proceedings of his. 
own party, and that charges it as impiety, even to ſuſpect 
their perſeverance therein / * But thinkeft thou, O man, 
that judgeſt them that do ſuch things, and doſt the ſame, 
that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment of God? +- - _ 

| Perhaps ſome are ready to cry, Who is this, that preſumes 
fo correct biſhops and miniſters at ſuch a rate? Anſwer, 
he is a perſon of very little note in the learned world, and 
never was a member of their ſchools. Indeed they have 
given him à few titles ; ar ſometimes he. has been of a 
credible family, and ſo it was wondered at that he would go 
with ſuch a deſpicable people; yet anon he was pronounced 
4 young upſtart, not to be regarded, One ſentence derld- 
red him to be a crafty deceiver ; the next an honeſt gimp- 
head, Sometimes tas afſerted that he. was purſuing . 
worldly gain; and at another time they declared that 2 
had little or nothing for his labour, and ſpent his "own 
Mate: but neither ſo did their witneſs agree together, 
Dye truth is, what little he dies knew, was gained in the 


ſchool which Dr. Franck ſpeaks of, where the big beſt uin 


dom is, to know Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified ; and 
wherein things are taught in an experimental way. Hence 
the reader will find ſeveral l:ſſons in the enſuing pages, 


repeated in that manner + and tho" he is not inſenſible that 


telling of experience, is treated with contempt by the faſhion- 
able chriſtians of our day, yet he is not daunted at their 
ſnee#s, while he ſees the chief apoſtle of the eireumciſion 


taking this methed to ſatisfy his brethren; and the great | 


apoſtle of the Gentiles doing the ſame before his learned 
perſecutors, when they. were complained of, for leaving 
the cuſtoms of their fathers, Ach. 11; 4,—18. & 22. 


t—21. One ſpecial order of that ſchool is, „ Have no 


. fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but. 

© rather reprove them. But all things that are reproved, 
| 3 . ; « B g n : 66 are 
And all this to move people to contribute money to that Society : 

yet church-men haye as great a hand in the ſlave - trade as any. 
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575 len | | 
ſufficient rant for Tmprov: | i 
* Fempt to hold up light to his fellow-men, and to labour to 
| convince all he can, they. eve @ much. e him, avhere- 
in they have miſtoak ain, for light 5 nd be expets the 

fame from others, | 
H= would be far from repreſenti de: Fiſt ae ſingn 
in what he has now publiſhed,” NV. hls ferment ae 4 
Prep oper ſpecimen of aht has often Jas delivered from pul- 
pits in our land, for more than ao gears; and being per- 
ſuaded that mauiy avorthy men, beth in public and private 
ations, have not kijown the true flate of theſe -affaire, | 
therafore the author' un, induced» te enlarge more pore 
* han, that bit love of brevity would: etberwiſe have Per thit- 
ted. And may we ali fa ſpeak and. fo hear au do as ti 4 
EL wy ſhall bo: een, by ama lam * Hen. | & > * * 8 
7 FS 
. . 1 Kran |  Midleborongh, March 25: res”, 
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# — 1085. n being. any : 
7 N * to u juſt iſſue, will endeavor to hold . 
T. light chey can, concerning the merits ok, 
TY XV cauſe, and not amuſe or perplex:others n 
| with things foreign from the things in han 
therefore; as Mr. Fiſh begins his preface with this — 
tion, that The ſpecial —— of the following diſcourſes 
„ was, the revival of the ſpirjt and principles o of Gharatits 
«© and anababtiſin; I ſhall endeavqr, according to the 
light I may be favoured with, to attend cloſely to theſe 
* and ſhew whole the difference berwers us lies, 
I heartily ebene with him cat the truth 
© confeſſed, or the perſon of Chriſt, of whom this confeſſion 
is made, js the rock, upon. which Jeſus Chriſt reſolves to 
* build his chupch;* and that Peter was one of thoſe lively 
tones, or precious materials of that building. page 3. 
Bur I can't ſay ſo of ſome of the characters which he . 
to deſcribe the church of Chriſt by; the firſt of which is, | 
% That Jeſus Chriſt has but one church in the wor 
and that it is the /ame which it always was.” To ex- | 
- Plain, which he, ſays, b. We pentle, \believers were.gr 
in among the Jewiſh ers, making one 
% As the on... Paul hows No om. 11. 17. And the whote | 
« js but the continuation of rhe ſame church, from the be - 
*« ginning of the world.” p. 6, 7. It is readily granted 
that the 7nvi/b/e church is always the ſame ; but that is 
not what Mr. F. intends ; for he has juſt before ſaid, «1 
* mean to ſpeak of Chriſt's vifeble Church npon earth. 
« which contains both good and bad, true believers and 
*© nominal.“ And his © charter of the church is only 


Py 


an explanation of this : ach is, that © The ene dt 


3 
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i. Chriſt has always conſiſted of viſible, believing.-paxeÞts 
% and; their children. bound together by covenant to be 
* the Lords.“ p. 22. And after ſome diſcourſe upon A. 
brabaw' £ covenant he ſays, Hence/it appears that beliey> 
ing parents cannot enter into t covEnant which God 
made with Abraham, without takin g their children with 
them. — They therefore that take God for their God, 
but not the God of their ſeed, egually fe ; they leave 
« out half, or the greater part of the ſubjeRs of ie; 
P. 24, 25. He adds If any fay that this promiſe '7o 
«©. zhee and thy ſeed after thee, under the goſpel, inteads 
thy ſeed or children when they are grown up, or be- 
at come actual believers; and not while they are in a ſtate 
«; of infancy, 51 apprehend. the expoſition will not ſtand”? 
And: after citing Deut. 29. 10, &c, he ſays, <* Here vou 
«« ſee; that great and ſmall, parents. and children, even 
« 4; clan ones, ſtand forth in a body, that they might ali : 
enter into (or renew) covenant with their God. — Which 
hg that children, even infants were always,reckoned, 
„ part of that body or church, which the Lord gathered 
in Abraham's family.“ p. 25, 206. logs 

Tis true that this was the conſtitution of the. church 
which. was gathered in Abraham's family, as appears from 
verſe 13 which is, That he may e/tabliſh thee ta day for a 
| people 4 himſelf, and that he may be unto. thee a Godjas he 
' bheth;ſaid unto thee, and as he hath foro unte thy Jaller, 

' to Abraham, 19 Iſaac, and to Jacob. 

But when Mr. Fiſh ſays, Is it not altogether reafun- 
„Sable to ſuppoſe that the chriſtian church is made, up of 
1 the ſame materials that the jewiſh church was? The, 
| anſwer muſt be No, by no means; becauſe God has ſaid- 

the contrary; and tis perfect madneſs to ſet up our /up*" 
pelftians and reaſonings. againſt divine revelation. Now. 
that God has ſaid the contrary, appears from Fer. 31. 31s 

32. Where he ſays, Behold, the days come, faith the 

„ Lord, that I will make à new covenant with the houſe 
of 1ſrael ; not according to the, covenant that I made 
4 with their Gate, in the day that I took them by a. * 
hand, to bring them out of the land of Egypt.” Thale 
Who ſtood forth then as a body to enter into covenant, tho“ 
they had ſeen great ſigns and miracles; yet the Lord had 
Not given them an Heart to perceiue, execs to fees nor ears. ts. 
hear, unto that day. But of this new, covenant. he ſays, 
- I will put my law in their #zward parts, and write. it an. 

1 their my and L will be their God, and they ſpall he 

by TY „my 


2 


„„ 
eee 


Charaffer bf a\mrue"Chirch. is 


te people; and they ſhall 4% tnony in from the'/ea/f 
« off chem unto the grentent of them, faith the Lord.“ 
Fhe conſtitution, prieſthood and ordinances of the je wiſfi 
church; ſerved unto the example and hade of heavenly 
things; but this is a better covenant which is eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſet. That old covenant Ifrael brate, and 
he regarded them not: But this new covenant is eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſes, Which are, Iwill, and they all. 


- T cannot imagine that *tis poſſible for words to expreſs 


more plainly than theſe: do, that there is an eſſential diffe- 


rence between the materials, as well as the forms of the 


two churches ; even the ſame that there is between ſhadow 
and ſubſtance, fleſh and ſpirit, type and antitype. All 
Abtaham's' natural ſeed were circumciſed; and God fait; 
n covenant ſhall” be in your fleſh; and all his ſeed in a 
£9/pel ſenſe have the law written in their hearts; and theif 


fins ſhaltbe remembered us more. Heb. 10. 16, 17. Atcor- 


dingly it was ſuch as pladly received the word," and-fuch af 


Sv3uld' be Javed; that were added te the chutob in che 


apoſtles times, Ads 2. And when ſome of a Contrary. cha- 
racter got in, they are ſaid to creep in unawares, Gal 24 4: 
Jude 3. Therefore I think we may juſtly return dur aus” 
thor's queſtion; and ſay, © Is it not altogether anf e 
to ſuppoſe that the chriſtian church is made up of the. 
ſame materials the Jewiſh church was, ſince the holy 
* Ghoſt has ſo plainly declared the contrary ?) 5506705 21 
Having given 4 few of my thoughts upon Mr. Fiſh's 
#7 mark of à true church; and afſo of his nt, which” 
explained it, I come to his fecend, which is, that the 


churches . Foundation is one, and ever the ſaine?” p. N 

This is ſtrictl y true of the inviſible church, but the leaders: 
of the viſible church when Jefus came, where builder who ſeta 
at nought this glorious corner tone; and he ſhe vs that nn 


build on the Rect but ſuch as hear hit ſayings and di then, 
Mat. J. 24. Faith cometh by hearing: and thoſe who hear 
and believe with their heart, ought to confeſs with their 
months, and obey all Chriſt's commands, and thus they are 
Built up for an habitation of God thro" the Spirit. In chis 
ſenfe I would join with him o hoof od 


e and king of his church.” p. 9. So he is: and I heartiy: 


concur with him that our Lord Jeſus * has dene enough 
to make us tremble at the thoughts of attempting any” 
PMI SODA DU IDO HIDY I IH e en e 


w 


- His hir mark is, that * Chriſt Jeſus was always the head: | 


* 
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10 thing, i in his houſe and I which by has not b debe 
«us to do: mach more any thing chat he has forbidden. 
Our authors fourth character is, Chfriſt's church has 
« Always been furniſhed with officers of his appdintitg. Pa 
p. 11. Here again we agree in general traths*; but when 
he comes to trace the order down from the be innin g, Why 
was his memory ſo ſhort as never to mentien the'prophets in 
the jeſriſh church, while he enlarges upon the caſe of the 
802 and Levites ? Perhaps he might think the latter would 
8 his notion of a line of ſucceſſion; but he may 
himſelf miſtaken there. For after the return of * 
from Babylon, ſome of the children of the prieffe, ſought 
their regiſter amo m_ that were reckoned by getrealogy, 
but chey were not therefore they were, as þ2/1nted, 
Putfrom The priefiboed. Ezra 2, 62. Now tit the power 
tion is not in the church, but is why/ly committed 
to the minier. of the churches, as Mr. F. exprefly holds 
(p. 80. 145.) then, according to this plain example; every 
miniſtep who can't produce the regiſter of his ordination, 
as being derived in an uninterrupied line down from the 
apoſtles, he ought as polluted to be put from the miniſtry. 


And where will he and his brethren be then ? 


Indeed he would have us think that they have ſuch a ro- 
giſer where the very names of ſuch a line is preſerved. p. 18. 
But it ſeems by the margin that 'tis in Latin, and as we'are 
dome out of the Latin church, we ſhall expect to hear it in 
Engliſh before we believe it. Paul's charge is not to give 
heed to fabler and endleſs genealogies, which miniſter 9261 
ions, rather than godly ediſhing. 1 Tim. 1. 4. And how 
Fully have theſe ds been verified in the diſputes which 
natbolict, prelates, and pe tei, have had upon this affair 
dheſe many hundred years ? and it ſtill miniſters gugftien 
Which are as much nneeſoved,” as s when "they, depen.” the 
MiſRut e.. 

1 I dharater is, that % The church of 
Chriſt is a confederate people, a people in viſible. covenant 
. with God and with one another,” p. 19. Thisis true, 


andi fo is his ſeventh, chat tis further ene ſpecial 
L ordinances which God hath given it, p. 34. Tho' it 


onght to be remembr ed that the falſe church hath covenatits 


land ordinances as well as che true, only the true church 


endeavours to keep to the divine pattern; while the falſe,adds 
inventions of her own. Theſe are therefore by no means 


ſo plain marks to diſtinguiſh the true church as his eig 


e wall ; viz, that & Chriſt's church has always had, 
and 


9 * 4 
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S ion lis deny Girirdwalliaginit®: p * 
Thls is a great truth; for if one church as well as perſon, 
have not the SY of "Chriſt, it is 1oneo/bir, Thus Thave | 
given 2 little touch upon the characteriſtiet which Mr. F. 
has given of the church: two of.them 1 thinkare-not true, 
in the others we agree in general, tho“ when we come to ap- 
ply them the difference between. us will more diſtinctiy open 
in many partictlars; 

Part. I. The conftitution which Mr. F. pleads fory 

ened, and proved to be olfencially: dilkerent from n _— 
churehes in this Country. 

When Nr. Fißß comes to apply theſe. vis 1900 
prepare tht way promiſeth ſeveral things, the — 
Which are, That the rule is perfect, but the beſt of men are 

im perſect, ſo that when they come with honeſt hearts taap- 
ply divine rules, they differ ſo widely in their opinions upon 
ſome modes of worſhip; as to render it- difficult, if not im- 
practicable for them to worſhip harmoniouſſy together: 
which ſhe ws the neceſſity as well as grounds of mutal for- 
bearante, and Thould make us cautious how we give hard 
names. Theſe are weighty conſiderations, and if they had 
continued with due weight upon his mind thro? his follow- 
ing diſcourſes, it would doubtleſs have prevented my troubs . 
ling him in the affair; but fince it has proved o be - 
therwiſe, I will alſo give mine opinion; and then: leave it 
with the reader to judge for himſelf. * 

Our author firſt applies his rules to thoſe: kick: th 
talls landing churches, and he ſays, We have ſufficient 
„ reaſon to be comfortably ſatisfied that - theſe churches 
1 are true churches of Jeſus Chrift,”* p. 78. As.totheir 
conflitution, he ſays, ** They are in general of the enges. 
„ gational way; and altho' in many parts, particularly 
« in this ® colony, they are for mutual benefit, confociated 
or united together by en Fer n 
2 N p. 10 

hisſtitle, as 1 under ſtand, is We nt Anker of 
this country, therefore we muſt look there for its true 
meaning. Now Cambridge platform ſays the chureh ſince 
the coming of Chriſt is ** only congregational, therefore 
«+ neither. national, provineial nor — * National 
churches have their pariſhes, for managing the — 
affairs of their worſhip, who yet are under the g 
of the whole: But the plan defore us in expre Ailincdion : 
therefrom, has the whole power of church * 


each 
Connecticut. 


* 
16 
* 2 


16 © Remarks en Mr. Fiſh's © 


each particular church, «power to open and ſhut, to chuſs 
«© and refuſe, to conſtitute in office, and remove from 
«. office. This is the expreſs meaning of the name, as it 
is explained by our fathers who gave it: And tho' they 
freely improved the advice and aſſiſtance of other chur- 
ft ches, yet it was as /i/ters or equals, whoſlll had the whole, 
right of government within each church. a 
i And are the ſtanding churches ſuch ? No, Mr. F. has. 


» 4 
?, 
/ 


* - Pas 


& not got two pages forward, before he lays down this as the 
| firſt-thing which out to be corrected in the churches, viz, 
The impoſition. of hands at the ordaining of elders, . 
„ which,  fays he, I apprehend. the goſpel has committed 
« .eyholly to the care of the pre/bytery, or minifers of the 
« churches; but is by the indulgent Cambridge platform, 
4 diſpoſed. of to the brethren, at the plealure of the 
church.“ p. 80, Thus while he uſurps the name, be- 

cauſe. tis credible, he denies a principal. point in its 

meaning, and directly ſets up a power above the churches ; 
for; if the power of ordination is not ia the church, then 
ſhe muſt be beholden to a power without ber, and ſo above 
her, to give heroffice-authority, But our fathers had ſeen 
too much of this ſpiritual tyranny, to be willing to come 
under it again; and as they knew that the church 
tibe living God, is the pillar and ground of the. 
truth, they reſted the matter there, and deſired 


[| 


Cod; but not like Diotrephes to love a pre-eminence : 
ever. it, However Mr. F. would have it that their practice 
was not agreable to their principles, and ſays Plymouth 
church *« attempted not to ordain a miniſter. merely as 
à church, of brethren only, with their own hands,” p. 84. 
But Mr. Prince who knew as well as he, informs us con- 
Serning the firſt church in Salem, that on Hug. 6. 1629. 


— 
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«..ral offices by the impoſition of the hands of ſome of the 
1 brethren appointed by the church thereto : Governor 


et Plymouth; being by croſs winds hindred from being pre - 
s ſent in the former part of the ſervice, came time enough 


theſe miniſters had been ordained by biſhops before, I an- 


expreſly told that one of them was //enced for noncon- 
. formity. 

* x Tim. the > co 3. 9, 10. e eee 
+- New- England chronology p. 190, 191. 


with Timothy to behave as they ought, in the houſe 


They proceeded to ordain their miniſters ;- as alſo. Mr. 
% Houghton a ruling elder ; being Teparated to their ſeve- 


% Bradford and others, as meſſengers from the church of 


e to give them the right hand of fellowſhip.” + If anyiay* 


ſwer, that they were now out of that order, and we are 


1... wad ia. es 
eee 
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Formity;” e And hey did nüt hold the'7r doh ble dhavalter, 
but were, as we have juſt ſeen, ſo conſiſtent as to knorhat 


un to conſtitute in offiee;/ & remove fromm offiee, are acts belung-— 


ing tothe ſame power; therefore; as the were put aut of 
office, by the Ame power that put them iu, they were now of» 
dained ane w: Ihe like was done to Mr. V il ſon the firſt mini- 
ſter of Beton. Indeed a late honorable hiſtorian tells us, con- 
cerning him, that . all joined in a proteſtation that it was not 
a renouncing of theminiſtfyhe received in England, but that 
« it was a confirmation, in conſequencè of their election. 
Upon which I would deſire leave to obſerve, that none could 
Have reaſon tô think that they renounced his right to i- 
_ his miniſterial git; but tis plain that they judged 
bir ordinatien to be needful to put him into he e here. 
And the ſame author informs us in the next page, chat one 
diſtinguiſhing character of acongregationalchurch is,“ Thax 
<</there is no juriſdiction to which particular churehes 
on ought to be ſubject, by wayof authoritative cenfurey 
＋ nor any other church power, extrinfical to fuch ehurehes 
Sch they ought to depend upon any other ſort ef mn 
4 for the Mereiſe vll. Nine: 2G 
Here the point turns: We all hold it proper ovcaſionally 
to imppove the advice and gifts of other ehurehes while-alt 
are equal as to power: but all miniſters who think ther? 
have A pOWer to impart to another church, which thatſchure 
has net; within itſelf, and has not a right to exerciſe without | 
aſſiſtanee reteived from abroad; they are not congregationał 
men, let them pretend what they wil. 
_ *Another great pvin t in tlie congregationał plan is, that 
the power to open and ſhut,” is in the church as a 56 
dy ꝶ; and therefore that they all ought to hear and qudge t 
the evidence that any give of their right to be | received 
as members. DF,” Hrrreaſe Mather fdys, There is We 
«, congeegationa man, but he reports #o the church ſome- 
t thing 6f what the perſon deſiring communion” with 
+©-thety, has related to him; which tlie preſbyteriis does 
% not, only dethares” his en ſatisfaction, and giveth che 
« brethreti-a liberty to object xga inſt theirconverſation,” | 
And he tells us, that in tlie declaration of the us and 
order of the congregational churcher in England, giver at 
Savoy,” Oct. 12. 1658. They declare, That che 
F yd W@nnbet 125 57 - ew qbabbers” 
New. Eugland cronslogy; Page 1. 
F Nr. Hircbbins hiltory' ot the Magachuſzrrr, vol. I. 5. 473. 
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teſtimony o 
4 higheſt ſtep that has been taken towards reformation; 


The reul Conflitution of the 


« members of particular churches are faints by- Feu 


« viſibly manifeſting their obedience to the call of Chr! 


« who being further known to each other, by their con- 
« ſeſſion of faith, wrought in them by the power of God, 
declared by themſelves, or otherwiſe maniteſted, conſent 
„to walk together according to the appointment of 
& Chriſt.” The doctor further ſays, It is evident, that 
*© the church (and not the officers only) have power 
« given them by Chriſt to judge who are meet to be put 
© out of their communion, Matt. 18. 17. 1 Cor. 5. 12. 
*© Then they muſt fieeds have the like power as to thoſe 
* that are to be taten into their commnnion.” And is 
this the way now of the churches Mr. F. pleads for? No, 
I never knew an inſtance in my day, of any who were 
admitted into any of thoſe churches, by declaring per ſo- 
rally the faith wrought in their ſouls; and a great part 


of them have now dropt even giving written relations, 


This leads us down to a third article of difference which 


js the root of all, namely, the matter of a goſpel church, 


We have 3 ſeen tliat Mr. F. ſuppoſeth that the 
is made up of the ſame materials that 
« the jewiſh church was.” But the Cambridge platform 


expreſsly ſays, The matter of a viſible church are ſaints 
by calling, 1 Cor. 1. 2. Eph, 1. 1.“ and{that the church 
e under the law, was national, which ſince the coming of 


« Chriſt is only congregational ; therefore neither national, 
s provincial nor claflical,” Yet Mr. Fiſh has the face to 
tell the world that their “ chürches are, in general, pro» 
« perly e ” And then goes on to produce the 

preſident Oats in favour of that plan, as the 


to which he ſays, © The venerable Dr. Increaſe Mather 


adds the weight of his approbation, p. 86. After which, 
a long quotation is produced from the doctor in favor of 
the college, from whence almoſt all the churehes were ſup- 
plied with minifters ; yet he ſtopt a little too ſhort at 
laſt; for that vendrabie author's next words are theſe, viz, 
1 Nor are the churches like to continue pure golden can- 
* Jlefticks, if the college, which fhould ſupply them, prove 
apoſtate.” And in the ſame book, he lets us know what 
he means by that dreadful name, The debaſing, ſays 
“ he, the matter of particular churches muſt needs corrupt 


them. A learned and renowned author (i. e. Dr. Owen) 


„ has evidenced that the letting go this principle, that 


particular 


&« particular churches ought to conſiſt of regenerate per- 
*« ſons, brought in the great apoffate of thechriſtian church. 
The way to prevent the like aps/acy, (ſays Dr. Mather) 
in theſe churches, is to require an account of thoſe that 
* offer themſelves'to communion therein, concerniag the 
% auork of God on their ſouls,. as well as concerning their 
«© knowlege and belief.“ And he tells us + that . B leſſedꝰ 
« Mr, Mitchel would frequently aſſert, that if it ſhould paſs 
© for current doctrine in MVew-Zngland, that all perſons 
* orthodox in judgment, as to matters of faith, not ſcanda - 
e {ous in life, ought to be admitted to partake of the 
Lord's ſupper, without an examination, concerning the 
* wvork of ſaving graze in their hearts, it would be a real 
% apo/tacy from former principles.” OR 
And are miniſters now of theſe ſentiments ? A worthy 
gentleman told me that he ſat a number of years at Mar- 
blehead,under the miniſtry of 4 Mr. Holyete, before he was 
elected preſident of the ſame college that theſe words were 
directed to ; and that his common method of admitting 
members into the church was without giving them any 
xelation of experiences at all, either verbal or written ; 
and that has now got to be a prevailing cuſtom in many 
parts of the country, Yet miniſters pretend to be. upon 
the ſame foundation with thoſe fathers. But here is a treble - 
teſtimony that they are apaſtates therefrom. And Dr, Izcreaſe 
Mather had ſuch a view of its coming on, that he ſaid in 
the year 1700, that If the begun apeftacy ſhould pro- 
ceed as faſt the next thirty years, as it has done the laſt, 
« ſurely it will come to that in'New-England, (except the 
5+ goſpel itſelf depart with the order of it) that the moſt 
«© conſcientious: people therein, will think themſelves con- 
© cerned to gather churches out of churches.” . 
Nov we may form ſome judgment how far this apoſta- 
ey had proceeded, when our ſeparation began, more than 
| forty years afterwards, by a ſort of pafforal letter, which 
all the miniſters in Windham county publiſhed againſt us; 
wherein they ſay. This notion of a pure church, as ſe> 
, parating the converted from the unconverted, is contra- 
« ry to the revealed will of God. This is as evident as 
„ any thing can be by that way of evidence, in divers pa- 
“ rables of our Savior,” E 20. The firſt parable . 
- 17 2 8 | 
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they refer us to, is that of the tares of the field, in Matt. 
13. 24, &c. And they ſay, Our Savior explains it to 
« his diſciples, as you ſee from verſe 33. Where he ſays, 
« The field is the worlg; in which therefore is this king- . {| 
% dom of heaven. The good ſeed” are the children ef 1he f 
« kingdom ; but the tares are the children of the wicked ; 
0 * one. Both the one and the other are in the kingdom ö 
B of heaven which is in this world, i. e. the viſible church,” 
pP. 21. And after giving their thoughts upon ſeveral 
' _ other ſcriptures, they ſay, „There are many other 
„ texts which might be urged, and plainly ſkew, that it 
«« is the will of Chriſt, that all thoſe who make an out- B 
e ward credible profeſſion of chriſtianity, ſhould be admit - 70 
_ ©« ted into his church, and tho' anconverted be there 7 
««- among the wheat the honorable veſſels, fo long as he 
« has a church in the world, that they may be under 
« proper ordinances for their converſion, and for the 
< trial of his people, and their uſefulneſs to them; &c.” p. 23. 
I leave the reader to judge how near this doctrine comes 
to what Mr. Mitchel and other fathers call apoſtacy, and 
alſo how current this doctrine has paſt, when the miniſters 
of a whole county, have publiſhed it to the world ; and 
would only remark here, that they have done like thoſe 
who formerly made void the divine command by their own 
_ traditions ;;, for as they have contradicted our ſaviour in ex- 
Plaining the parable of the tæret, and the feld which he 
tays is the world, they fay is the church; ſo'they have made 
void © his command in this very affair. His command 
As, Let both grob together : but their practice has ſaid, No, 
they ſhall not; for as ſoon as any appear'd againſt their 
ſchemes, they would not let them grow, nor enjoy their 
natural rights. Mr. Finley, who has ſince been preſident 
of | New- Fer ſey college, happened to come in thoſe times 
. to Neu- Haven, and only for his preaching to the ſeparates 
there, he was taken up by civil officers and carried out of 
the colony; and thoſe who belong'd among us, that ven- 
"tured publickly to improve their gifts without the miniſters 
licence, were not ſuffered to enjoy worldly privileges, but 
Were taken up one after another, and caſt into priſon. Yea, 
theſe very men who cried ſo loud for Peace, yet prepared 
ſuch war againſt thoſe who would not put into their 
"-2x0uth;, ® as not only to load them with flander and re- 
Proach, but alſo to ſend their ſervants, and take away their 
[ — by force 1 This was done in many places, till the 
"'@ Micah . q nie 
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practice became ſo odious that none would buy ſuch goods: 
and then they took to ſeizing their perſons. L have AN AC> - 
count before me of no leſs than eleven perſons who were 
ſeized thus and carried tojail in Norwich only in 8 months, 
after June 19. 1752. one of which was a, widow 54. years 
old who belonged ta anather church, where ihe attended, 
and did her part tawards the ſupport of divine worſhi „ dc 
cording ta her conſcience, and had no concern with the 
pariſh miniſter; therefore ſhe did not think that the rate 
which was demanded for him was juſt; yet for her .refu- 
ſing to pay it, ſhe was taken, and, tho' a weakly woman 
was carried to priſon in a dark rainy night. One told 
em then that it look'd like the works of darine/+, But 
the chriſtian character ſhe bore, and the. chriſtian tempen 
which ſhe and others then diſcovered, greatly weakened the 
cauſe they deſigned to promote hereby... ß. 
Not long after, a gentleman in the ſame place, was im- 
Yriſoned for the ſame cauſe, while he ſtood a repreſentative 
Tor the town, in the general court. About the ſame; time 
a ſingle woman of a good character, in Raynham was con- 
fined more than 12 months in Taunton, goal, which the mi- 
niſter might have prevented by croſling aut, only an, 5 
penny rate. At length the evidence ſhe. gave of true co 
Scientiouſneſe in che matter, cauſed ſuch uneaſineſſ among 
that miniſter's own people, that they raiſed money and Went 
and ſet her at liberty. This is but a little ſketchof whag 
Bas been done of that nature, in various parts of our; land. 
If any fay, Why are theſe odious things publiſhe 
„ now ? I anſwer, I there not a cauſe? When the Fe/uits 
_ .. complained a few years ago to the king of Spain, that many 
things were publiſhed againſt them, and deſired him, to fax- 
bid it; his reply was, «The way, not to have Ker (3) 
_ * liſhed, is not to commit them. Theſe are often called, 
. Sanding churches; therefore one defign of this is to ſneꝶ 
what they Hand upon; even the ſame that other, natione! _ 
or provincial churches do, civil authority. . Heneg, - 
how often do they tell us, That if it where not for the 
_ ſupport of the civil powers, their churches would ſoon be 
; -broken.up 2?” And an author of great note has lately told 
the world that, After all that may be ſaid. in favour: 
4 the conflitution, the Prengeh of is, lay io, the mies, f 
e clared with the civit authority. And he gives us an 
_ Inſtance of what the authority did to preſerve. order more 
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court reſicain'd. « the nth church in Boſton, from call- 
„ ing Mr. Powell to be their miniſter, who had the cha- 
s racter of a well giſted, tho' literate man,” And about 
the fame time he tells us, They laid a large fine 
upon the church at Malden for chuſing a miniſter 
6 without the conſent and approbation of the neighbour- 
„ing churches, and allowance of the magiſtrates.” And 
© he ſays Mr. Hubbard obſerved upon that occaſion that, 
All men are naturally ſo wedded to their own apprehen- 
5 ſions that unleſs there be a coercive power toreſtrain, the 
& order andrule of the goſpel will not be attended.” 


ve real. 


I am much obliged to his Honor for the i ingenuous ac- 


count which he has given us of former times: yet I ſhall 
take the liberty to ſay, that if he was not unawares, a little 
wedded to his own apprehenſions, I hardly think he 
would have called this, a %% obſervation; for elſewhere; 
ſpeaking of the teſts which had been impoſed by authority 
in both Englands to produce uniformity in religion, he ſays, 
% Both the one and the other muſt have occaſioned much 
« formality and hypocriſy. The myſteries of our holy religi- 
on have been proſiituted to mere ſecular views and advan- 
*© ages.” Now the 1% refer'd to, reſtrained civil freemen 
from chuſing' any into civil offices, who were not church 
members; and is it not as bad to reſtrain the Lord's free. 
men from chaſing any into office in his church, who have 
man been members of human fchools'of learning? 
The experience of all reformed churches,” is appel cd 
to for proof, that this coercive power is needſul to kee 
the order of the goſpel: but the ſame appeal might more 
juſtly: be made, to prove that the clergy, when 1%, ſup- 
ported, have been the moſt tyrannical of all men; which 
has oſten ſerved to harden infidels againſt all goſpel prea» 
chers. A plain reaſon. why ſuch men have been the moſt 
tyrannical, is becauſe they claim authority, more immediate» 
ty from the 4igher power, than others do. Tho' civil 
authority is of divine appointment, as well as eccleſiaſti- 
cal ; yet the higheſt civil rulers know, that they are ſet up 
and ſupported by men, while the others elaim a com- 
miſſion from God. Hence they have often aſſumed autho- 
| rity over the very rulers that, ſet them up. 
And lines we are often repreſented as robels 51 1 will 
et 
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+ Mr. Lord who has been a miniſter in Norwich, the "By of my 
- nativity, above fitty yeaps, expreſly compares our ſeparation - to 
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a little further lay open my views of this affair; which are, 
that, as civil rulers onght to be men fearing God, and 
hating covetouſneſs, and to be terrors to evil doers, and 
a praiſe to them who do well; and as miniſters ought 
to pray for rulers, and to teach the people to be ſubje& 


to them; So there may and ought to be a ſweet harmony . . 


between them; yet as there is a great difference between 
the nature of their work, they never ought to have /uch 
a union together, as was deſcribed above. | [4 1 
For, 1. The holy ghoſt calls the orders and laws of 
civil ſtates ordinances of man; x Pet. 2. 13. But all the 
rules and orders of divine worſhip are ordinances of God 
and it defiles the earth under its inhabitants, when theſe 
laws are tranſgrefed, and ordinances changed. Iſa. 24. 5. 
And one of his laws is, As xvEry man bath received 
1 the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as 
«« good ſtewards of the manifold grace of God, If any 
© may ſpeak, let him ſpeak. as the oracles of God); if any 
e man miniſter, let him do it as of the ability which Gen 
„% GIVETH : that Gor in all things may be glorified thro? 
« 7eſus Chriſt," x Pet. 4. 10, 11. But this law and or- 
der has been ſo much changed in our land, that churches 
have not looked ſo much at the ability which God has given, 
as to the titles which man has be/towed, I ſay titles, for. 
many of their miniſters have not gifts to deliver a ſermon 
without reading; notwithſtanding their name of bong 
learned men. And yet it is called, the order of the gof- 
„ Pel,” now; to have ſuch men's perſons in admiraticn fo 
as not to chuſe any others into the miniſtry, leſt man's. 
glory ſhould be brought down, while we are repreſented: as 
proud rebels, for not owning them as ſuch. 1% 89 
2. The civil magiſtrates work is, to promote order and 
peace among men, in their moral behaviour towards each 
other, ſo that every perſon among all denominations who 
doth that which is good may have praiſe of the ſame ; and 
and that all contrary behaviour may be refrained, or 
. 514 foreibly 
a a rebellion in the STATE, Sermon at Mr. Hart's ordination, 
p. 18. And he with fix other miniſters as plainly compared us to 
Core and his company, in their preface to Mr. Dickinſox's dia- 
logue, p. 7. Now obſerve Core raiſed a rebellion in Iſrael, 
_ where ruler, prieſt and laws were appointed immediately from 
heaven; and where the church was not national : yet. it has been 
the conſtant method of theſe, who pretend to be congregational 
men, for theſe 20 years; to compare us to- Core, which naturally 
implies, that they think themſelves to be like Maſes and Aaron. 
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forcibly puniſhed, And as all ſorts of men are members of | 
civil ſociety,and partake of the benefits of ſuch government; 
therefore they ought to be uli, and pay tribute to rulers; 
Rom, 13. 1—6. But the work of goſpel miniſters is to 
labour to open mens eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unte God, Acts, 
26. 18. And as any kind of /orce tends to ſhut the eyes 
rather than open them ; therefore Chriſt's ſpecial orders to 
his firſt miniſters were; Freely ye have received, freely give. 
And ewhoſoever ſhall not receive you, nor hear your words ; 
when yr depart out of that houſe; or city, ſhake off the duft 
of your feet, Mat. 10. 8, 14. This ſhould be a feflimony 
againſt them, that Chriſt's miniſters had not forcibly ta- 
ken from them ſo much as the duſt of their city, Luk. 9. 5. 

But we have a ſet of men in our day, who profeſs to be 
_ Chriſt's ambaſadors, and yet they act ſo contrary to theſe 
orders, that if they once can get footing in a town or pa- 
fiſh, let people diſlike them ever ſo much, they will not 
go out without a confiderable quantity of white or yellow' 
duſt. Yea, we have had ſeveral inſtances, wherein poll 
church and ſociety have been wearied our ith theſe men, 
und have voted them out of their meeting- houſe, and yet | 
where a little number would follow them, they have held 
- meeting in their own houſe for months or years, and = 

have applied to the powers which theſe churches and 
upon, and they have forced the whole pariſh to pay the mi- 
niſter for all that time. And one miniſter has lately found 
out, that for any to come and profeſs to“ preach the 
« goſpel freely, without being chargeable to their hearers \ 
. is fo far from being an evidence that they are the rus 
% mniniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſent by him, that tis ( ex- 
« traordinaries excepted) an argument why they ſhould 
„„ CT , wen 
5 | This 


Mr. Fiſh page 63. 65: Extraordinary, is 2 great word, and 
great 6 done by it. The 8 of CheR in qualifying 
men for the miniſtry, without going to colleges for them, is here- 
by limited to the apoſtles days; and all are rejected with con- 
_ tempt by Mr. F. who do not now receive their gifts at college; 
and their authority from - authorized hands,” p. 15,15. And 
theſe authorized hands,” by the help of this word have got ſuch 
nn extraordinary power as the apoſtles never had. For the 
apoſtles were only 3 for Chriſt, and as ſuch pointed out ta 

3 5 church, what qualifications officers ſnould have, and ſaid, 
Brethren look ye out among you ſuch men, Act. 3. & 6. 3. : 
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This is indeed an Extraordinary diſcovery, and he ſeems 
not a little pleaſed with it. And it muſt be acknowleged 
that if this be a true diſcovery, we are in a; deplorable 
caſe ; for we uſed to think the goſpel's being /trely preacb- 
ed to the poor was a convincing evidence that the Meſſiah 
is come, (Mat. 11. 5.) And if it is not ſo, we have 
been hitherto deluded, and mult look out for new teach - 
ings, if not for a new bible; | | 


However we will endeavor to ſearch our old bible a lits 
tle more before we part with it, The paſſage which our aui 
thor attempts to draw this new diſcovery from, is 2 Cor. 
11, 12. Now a material point, in order to come at the 
meaning of the text, is to know what thoſe falſe apoſtles 
gloried in; Our author ſuppoſeth that they gloried in 
preaching freely without taking any thing for it: but in 
v. 20. ſpeaking of tlie ſame perſons, Paul ſays, Te ſuſſer 
if a man bring you into bondage; if a man devour you, if .4 
man take of you; if a man exalt himſelf; The clauſe, take 
of you ; Dr. Gill ſays, the Arabic verſion reads, Took 
«@ away their goods from them by force.” This they did 
to exalt themſelves : and if we look back to the foregoing 
chapter, we ſhall find, that the ways of theſe teachers, 
55 to commend themſelves, and deſpiſe the apoſtle: Hi: 
2dily 17 ence, ſay they, is weak, and his ſpeech contemtii- 
Be. Vhen be firſt appeared among that people, he 
wrought at teut- mating: on week days, and reaſoned in ile 


Hnagague every ſabbath. * And his preaching was not 17% 


eniticitig abordt of mans wiſdom. Therefore they deſpiſed 
Him, and commended themſelves, as being men who made 
4 much better appearance, and taught in a more agreable 


manner than the fent- maler did /; but ſays he, Do qe look 


on things aſter the outward appearance? ¶ —It was a ſpecial. 
command of our Lord, Judge not according io the appears 
ance, but judge righteous judgment. And he gives thi 

rule to judge by, namely, He that ſpeaketh of himſelf, ſeekett 
Hir oon glory e bat he that ſeeketh HI S glory that ſent him 
the ſume is true; and no unrighteouſteſe in lim. $ __.. 
This is the rule to try a 

of its being given was, the 


Il teachers. by. The, occaſion 
different opinions'tliat people 
 tlieſe pretended ſucceſſors of the apoſtles, aſſume a power to'limit 
- the church, in her choice to ſuch as they have approbated z 


which I truſt will be made evident to be a power which the 
Wagoſtlas perer al 2 „ 2rd ew 192 5e 21 ate OR 
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had concerning the teacher of teachers, | ſome ſaying; NH. 
it a good man, others ſaying, Nay; but he deceiveth the 
people: and a particular difficulty which. labored in their 
minds concerning him, was, that he had zever learned 
Hetters in their way. * Therefore he ſays, judge not ac- 
.corcing to the appearance ; yet this rule was not attend- 
ed to among the. Cprinthians ; and inſtead of it, thoſe 
| teachers who deſpiſed the apoſtle, meaſured themſelves by 
themſelves, and compared themſelvet among themſelves : but 
he durſt not make himpelf of their number. + Theſe things 
ſhew what thoſe teachers g/oried in. And Paul declares | 
his godly jealoujy over the Corinthians, in the beginning 
pf this' 11th chapter; and his fear leſt their minds ſhould 
pe corrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt. There: 
fore to prevent their being further impoſed upon, (the 
it be folly for a man to commend himſelf, yet) he would 
anſwer a fool atcePding to his folly, te prevent their being 
«*vs/e in their, baun ronceits, And he ſets out to compare 
notes with them, and ſays; 1. ſuppoſe Iẽ was not a whit ba- 
hind the pery chief2/t. apo/tles, And as to the low appea- 
rance Which he made among them, he aſks, Have I com: 
| _ onitted an offence in abaſing myſelf, that you may be exalted, 
becauſe I preached. to you the goſpel of God freely ? And 
proceeds to ſhew how he had received ſupport from other 
cChurches te do them ſervice : ang he takes a ſolemn oath; 
that zo nan in their regions ſhould ſtop him of this boalt- 
| ing; not becauſe he did not love them; But, ſays he, 
what I do, I vill do, that I may cut off occdſton from them 
which deſire occaſion, that wherein they glory, they may be 
| Hund even as we ; for ſuch are falſe ap:/tles G. Now if - FP 
(5.9 they had gloried in preachinz for nothing, tis certain 
I from v. 20. that the Corinthians knew that they practiſed 
the contrary ; and Paul would not have ſaid, even as we, 
to that. Wherefore Dr. Gill 4 thinks his meaning is, 
That theſe men were deſirous that he would take 
e. wages, becauſe they did; that in this reſpe& he might 
© © not excel them, and that they might be able to plead 
his example and authority, and ſo get an occaſion of ex- 
“ torting more money from the Corinthians: wherefore 
« to cut off all ſuch 2ccaſion from them, the apoſtle reſolves 
to take nothing himſelf ; that whereas they boaſted they 
„were equal to, or ſuperior to the apoſtles, they might 


.* verſe 12. 15. 1 2 Cor. 10. 12. 
1 Expolition of the new · teſtament, vol. 2. p- 765. 
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17 be. freund, would they follow their example, even as they," 
«© not taking any money! at all of ran and Packs working 
n their eau hands, 
I cannot find the leaſt account of cheir glorying i in prench- 
ä ing without wages; but I have ſhewn ſomething of what 
they did glory in: and the apoſtle proceeds further and ſays, 
# ſpeak fooliſhly; are they Hebrews * fo am 4 are they I. 
raclites ? ſo am : are they the feed of Abraham ? fo am I: 
are they miniſters of Ghri/t ? Jam more. Thus he ſhews 
that as to oytward appearance he could vie with them; 
while in real ſervices and ſufferings for Chriſt, he valtly 
exceeded them. Yea, while they had taken much from 
that church only for a /hew of ſervice, he had done them 
mauch real ſervice without taking any thing at all of them. 
I ſhall cloſe this head with this remark ; that while Mr. F. 
ſeems pleaſed with what he tho't would do great execution 
3 he has unawares involved himfelf in a ſad dilem- 
for if the caſe be asI have repreſented, he ſtands a fair 
* of falling among falſe teachers: but if his ſenſe of 
the text be right, he ſnews a want of Raulis temper, and 
inſtead of eutting off occaſion of hong, called a hireling, he 
Rill pleads up for that ſcheme, which often extorts wa» 
ges from ſuch as receive no ſervice from them, in- 
Read of doing real ſervice without wages as Paul 
did. At the ſame time he endeavors artfully to blend a 
ree ſupport to miniſters, and a forced one together; where- 
as there is as much difference between them, as ag 8 
between the power of truth in the mind, and the power 
of the civil ſword on the body. The firſt is-bundantly 
| clear i in ſcripture, the other has no warrant there. 
3. Another difference between civil and eceleſiaſtical go- 
verment is, that civil ſtates if large, have various degrees 
of offices one aboye another, who receive their authority 
thro' many hands, down from the head, and that often, 
more according to eſtate or favor, than merit: but 'tis the 
reverſe i in Chriſt's kingdom; he forbid the firſt notions of 
this in his diſciples, and expreſsly told them that it /pould. 
not be fo among them, as it was in earthly ſtates, Mark 
10. 43. Luk, 22. 26. An obvious reaſon of this difference is, 
that an earthly king cannot in perſon ſee, to but little 
that is done in his kingdom, and therefore muſt truſt others 
to manage affairs for him in his abſence; but Zion's King 
Js preſent every where, and fees to all chas' is done, and 
tells every church, I know thy works : and he takes care 
that the faithful are ſupported and rewarded, and that the 
unfaitkful are corrected or puniſhed, If civil —_— are 
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7 reſiſted or abuſed, 'tis found neceſſary; in order to main- 
tain the dignity of government, to inflict corppral puniſſi- 
ment on the offenders, if within the tate; and to take up 
dhe ſword againſt abuſes from abroad. And I ſuppoſe it: 
is a true maxim, that & civil government and a defenſive 
War will ſtand or fall together.“ Hence Jeſus ſaid, If 
| any Kingdom were of this world, then would my ſervants 
elt, that I fbould not be delivered to the Fews + but now 
. my kingdom not from hence. Joh. 18. 36. Therefore 
the dignity of his government is maintained, not by carnal, 
but by /piritual weapons: and not by rehfting, but pati- 
ently bearing evil treatment. Hence when one of his chief 
othcers was greatlyabuled he ſaid, Being reviled, we bleſs 1 
being perſecuted, we ſuffer it : being defamed, awe intreat : 
eve are made the filth of the auorld, and are the of- ſcouring 
of all things unto this day. 1 Cor. 4. 12. 13. And the 
way in which the ſaints nally obtain victory over the 
| dragon and his angels i is, by. the blood of the lamb, and. the 
Word of their teſtimony ; ; and _ loving their lives unto 
I)zöbe death. Rev. 12. 11. 23 0 
1 I have been the more tien on theſe things, bes 
| cauſe the core of our difficulties lies here. And if the 
kind reader finds here but an imperfe& deſcription of the 
way of the churches acting upon truth, in diſtinction from 
all earthly powers, let him remember that this is a %- 
way that has been very much unoccupied in later ages, and 
men have gone in by-ways - but *tis hoped that this good 
old way will ſpeedily be opened ſo plainly that fools Frall | 
not err therein: and if this weak attempt may be owned T 
as any means thereof, ' that will over-balance all the | 
world's reproaches on that account. The confounding of 
civil and eccleſiaſtical affairs together has done amazing 
miſchief in the world: and as Dr. Cotton Mather obſerves 
The reforming churches flying from Rome, carried ſome 
«© of them more, ſome of them leſs, all of them ſomething 
b of Rome, with them, eſpecially in that ſpirit of impoſi- 
« tion and perſecution, which has too much cleaved unto 
< them all.” This was the worſt miſtake that our fathers 
rought with them to this land; & tho? their poſterity will 
generally explode thoſe bitter fruits ; ; yet few of them 
ſeem to be ſenſible of the root from whence they ſprang. 
What our Lord ſaid of ſerving. two maſters, may in ſome 
fenſe be applied to the joining of theſe two powers toge- 
ther; one or the other will carry the day, and they have 
each had their turns in our land. Under the old Maſjja- 
| chuſetts 
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afterwards; fe 
ſit in the court. And ſtruggles on theſe points were 4 


principal ca uy ule of looſing that charter. But now the ſcale 


is ſo far turned, that tis a profeſſed rule with many mini- 
ſters, not to deal with any perſon in the church for moral 


evil, 'till they are convicted in the ſtate. A great turn N 


indeed ! 


As nearneſs tends to beget likeneſs, ſa. there have been 


ſeveral attempts made in our land, to ellabliſh various dex 
rees of power. in eccleſiaſtical, as there is in civil rule. 
his was tried for above ſixty years ago in the Maſachux 
ſetts province; but it was prevented 1 yet Mr. Sal- 
ton/tal who had quitted the pulpit in New- London, for the 
overnors chair in Connecticuſ colony, brought in the ſchemg. 
1 ſoon after for a claſicial power in each county, thay 
men might appeal to, as they do from an inferior ta a 
ſuperior court! and after much contention it was eſtab · 
liſhed by law ; only with this reſerve, That as many as 
would, might diſſent from it. My honoured grandfather, 
Joſeph Backus Eſq; with the other repreſentative from 
Norwich, ſoon felt the effect of this new power; for as the 
had thought i it duty to oppoſe it in the court, ſo they die 
alſo in the church. But Mr. Weodward the miniſter was rey 
ſolute to bring in the ſcheme there, and got a majority on 


his fide ; therefore rather than came under ſuch a yoke, 


they, with a conſiderable part of the church withdrew, and 
held a ſeparate meeting three months; and then the mini, 
ſter conſented to have the matter tried by a council, tho? 


in the mean time he had laid them under church cenſure ; an 


account of which being conveyed to the general court, 
the repreſentatives were nat ſuffered to ſit therein. Such 
were the early effects of this new power. However, af- 


ter. Manx councils and much fatigue, 4 Jum of money pre. 


vailed with that miniſter to quit his place, & and the church 
in 'Noravich reſolved to continue upon their old platform, 

Theſe and ſuch-like things prevented that new plan, 
called Saybrook regulation, from taking ſo deep effect as 
many intended it ſhould ; yet they obtained one great arti 
cle of power thereby, which they have generally. held ever 
fince, and that is the /icencing of eandidates for the. mini- 
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. And rarely can any ſociety now, . rid of a bad e 
hut 2y that ng. 
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ehuſetts:ohartgr, none could be ſo much as freemen in the 
ſtate, till they were members of the church 4:andiſuch ag 
1 under, church-cenſure were not allowed to 


% 
» ä Alt Se ER. 7 ME... ook. — — 2 ads VIAL — 
L ES «% 


N . P . * FS | C % — ö * þ - 
; F - A F 4 , * * \ * f k if 4 
5 e 7) 1 8 * Z P 94 * £5 © £4 
30 7 he Difference Between 
2 , 2 7 OM, 


Am, and ſo limiting the churches to ſuch in their choice 
olf paſtors. Tea this ſpiritual court has attempted to de- 
+ prive churches of their paſtors who were already in office: 
Wit one notable inſtance whereof, I will mention, In the 'be- 
Wii any of our » glorious revival of religion in the land, 
 *' Aew- Haven conſociation made'fome laws againſt miniſters 
preaching in others pariſhes, if they Were defired to the 
| contrary. : * ſoon after which, Mr. Philemon Robbins of 
Wet Branford, (who was a great friend to that work of God) 
| | received a letter from the paſtor of a Bapti/? church in 
Wh Wallingford, which informed him that tho' they were of 
different ſentiments about the form of religion, yet as they 
agreed in the ęſentialt, they defired him to come and 
preach among chem. This he thought to be a reaſonable 
tequeſt, and therefore appointed a meeting among them in 
the beginning of the year 1742. But before the appoint- 
ed time came, he received two letters, one from ſome 
of the inhabitants of that town, the other from ſome 
neighbouring miniſters, which informed him that they did 
oy. not think it Would be for the beſt for him to preach among 

| that people, and defired he would not; but gave noreaſon 


4 at all. Vet becauſe he would not put by a meeting which 
51 he had appointed merely at their requeſt, without any rea- 
1 fon given, he was firſt exoluded from the conſociation, and 
bo: then complaints were received there againft him, from a 
11 few of his diſaffected people; upon which he made an 
md attempt to get reconciled again to the miniflers, but found 
it could not be done upon any lower terms, than confeſſing 
| that he did wrong in preaching to that baptif? ſociety as 
be did. That he could not in conſcience do; fo they part - 
| ed, which opened a wider door for complaints than before, 


r 


5 and ſo many were carried in, that a conſociation was ap- 
11 pointed in his own town to try the caſe, and a citation was 
N ſent to him to come and anſwer to many articles. 
Hereupon Mr. Rabbint called his church together, and laid 
theſe articles before them, with anſwers thereto; and the 
þ church manifeſted ſatisfaction therewith : and as they 
found that the church was originally ſettled according to 
Cambridge platſorm, and had never voted. an alteration ; 
they now voted to abide by their old conſtitution, and ap- 
pointed Mr, Robbins and others to go and inform the con- 
ſociation that they denied their juriſdict ion, and would not 
be tried by them, This was accordingly done; yet this 
I | f ſpiritual. 
+ + Laws of the ſame nature were ſoon after garried into the gene- 
ral court and paſled thers, | : 
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Hiritual cnurt declared that they had juriſdiction of the 
caſe, and went on to hear and try charges againſt him, 
without any to anſwer for him; and drew up and pub- 
liſhed: their judgmeat that Mr. Robbint was +criminally 


«© guilty: of the breach of the fhird the ib and ninth _ 
„ commands, and many gaſpel rules,” and ſo warned all to 


beware of him, 'till he made ſatisfaction therefor. Mr 
Robbins, having copies of theſe proceedings, publiſhed 
them to the world, in 1947. After ward four of the in- 
habitants of Branford (if I remember right their number) 
went to the general court with a complaint that the town 
ſtill held this condetined man for their miniſter, and prayed 
the court to turn him out of; his place. This cauſed a 
great turn in the rulers minds; and I know not who will 
now appear to juſtify their conduct; and yet I fear there 
are but few who are convinced that the root of all this 
miſchieflies/in mans trying to model church affairs accord- 
ing to worldly rule. In civil fates particular men are in- 
veſted with authority to judge for the whole; but in 
Chriſt's kingdom each one has an eqũal right to judge for 
himfelf. Indeed there is a likeneſs in this reſpect that all 
politic bodies have their limits and their power extends 
only to thoſe within their bounds; but then the limits of 
civil juriſdiction is fixed by earthly power, and that of the 


church is only by voluntary conſent; for Chriſt will have 


no preſſed ſoldiers in his army. 0 


Paul ſaid to th: church of Corinth, Mal babe I to do 


te judge them alſo:that are without ? do not ye judge then 
that are within.? But them that are without, God udgeth, 


T 1 away from among your ſelves that wicked per- | 


Jon; And after they had proceeded according to this di- 


rection, he calls it, a puniſhment which was inflitedof many. 
1 Cor. 5. 12, 13. 2 Cor. 2. 6. Now Chrift's church is 


either particular, or univerſal. All the charches that are 
deſcribed in the bible, as having the power of diſcipline 
are particular, in which each member has his right to 
judge; as in this at Corinth, another at Epheſus, &c. The 
affair recorded in Ads 15, is only of one particular church 
which ſent to another for advice in a controverſy concern - 


ing principles; and the apaſiles and elders, with the whole 


chureh returned an anſwer accordingly. But now when 
men aſſume a power above particular churches ; as they have 
neither divine rule to ſupport, their conduct, nor earthly 
80 N | ; > ig power 
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d bis dd ſubtle part to deceive.” pi 115. And feveral 


EEnow that in times of great declenſion, teachers are gene- 


_ » *- inverts the order wherein providence has carried on the work, 


2 "he Canfe and Miner 


phwer to vH pA otheds-tocone to iheirbat othergidrechty 
are ohliged cott vontrur y both to fcripture anq feaſeo. 
„ Fhave been thos particular, not to injure: any man's 
perſon; but only to open the nature df iat eonſtisution in 
order to ſlew the true cauſe of our» ſeparation: therefrom: 


It was obſerved long ago, chat fads are ubborn things, and 


eafl't be altered to ſuit men's notions or intereſt: ande ha- 
Haug den from facts what the conſtitution of thoſe called 
Nandi ohurthet is, vis. that in general they are natibnal 
or provincial, and in Connecticut, claſſical j 1 ſhall come on 
To vpmn'fats* concerning our ſeparation. 
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us and the ſtanding miniſterre. 
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the particular points of difference between 


Fully agree with Mr. Fiſh; that ahout 26 years 
ago, There was the moſt wonder ſuf work 
of God, that ever was known in this part of 
e the world, both for the extent and viſibfe 
n appearance of it.“ p. 114. Jam alſd of his 
mind, that there was a marvellous mixture of almoſt eve- 
d fy ching good and bad, — for while the ſpirit of God 
„ wreuglit power /ully, ſatan raged maliriouſſy, and acted 
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of Ris obſervations concerning Mr. Famer Davenport = 2 
Pelieve arejuſt, but others I think are not ſo v 
He muſt be a great ſtranger to the bible, who does not 


rally as much, if not the moſt corrupt of any; therefore in 
=a reformation, thoſe corruptions are always more or leſs 
> Expoſed, and warned againſt. And when Mr. Davenport 
- Had his eyes opened to ſee the dreadful caſe of miniſters as 
Well as people; he having been trained up among miniſters 
ho claimed moſt of the power to themſelves, was more 
raſily led to the extream, of openly declaring of his Judg- 
ment concerning ſeveral miniſters, and ſo of Aa. 
. re eee een ee ple 
Mr. Fiſh treats of the baptifts before the ſeparates; but as Hat 
- 4 ſhall not follow him therein 
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ple to ſeparate from them, becauſe 4s judged them to be 
unconverted. And a number of ſeparatiuns were produs 
c:d by that means; but choſe ſeparations were not from 
the general, conſtitution of the churehes; they were only 
from particular min ters. M here s our ſeparations began 
ſeveral years afterwards, and upon quite different prinei- 
ples ; yet Mr. Fiſb would lay them all at his door, while 
2 ſpeaks highly of Mr. Gilbert Tennant, who travelled 
and preached in the moſt noted places in Neu- England, 
in the beginning of that wWorxk. . 


, 


But did Mr, F. never - ite the ſermon on the danger of 
an unconverted miniſtry, which that “ ſon of thunder, as 
he calls him, publiſhed ſoon after, from Mar. 6. 34 ? 
wherein, after drawing the character of Phariſee - teachers, 
and ſhewing how people ſhould be pitied, who have tuch _ 
teachers, he ſays, If ir be ſo, — then what a ſcrole and 
« ſcene of mourning and lamentation, and wo is opened 
«becauſe of the ſwarms of locuſts, the crowds of Pha- 
% riſees; that have as covetauſly as cruelly, erept into the 
« miniſtry, in this adulterous generation ! who as nearly 
« reſemble the character given of the old Phariſees, in the 
% doctrinal part of this diſcourſe, as one crow's egg does 
1% another. It is true ſome of the modern Phariſees have 
+44. learned to prate a little more orthodoxly about the new 
«. birth, than their predeceſſor, Nicedemus, who are, inthe 
% mean time, as great ſtrangers to the feeling experience 
« of- it, as he. They are blind who ſee not this to be the 
„ caſe of the body of the clergy, of this generation. 
« Alas l is not it the caſe of multitudes ? If they can get 
one, that has the name of a miniſter, with a band, and 
„ à black coat or gown, to carry on a ſabbath-days as 
% mong them, altho' never ſo coldly and in ſucceſiſully; 
« if heisfree frem groſs crimes in practice, and takes good 
% care. to keep at a diſtance from their conicichces, and 
K is never troubled about his in ſucceisfulneſs; O I think 
4 the poor fools, that is a fine man indeed.” p. 12; 12. 
It muſt be confeſt that his language is ſharp and cutting, 
like  Luther's formerly; yet many of his reaſonings are 
weighty; of which at preſent I will only give two extracts . 
more; one is in his anſwer to that complaint, that his 
principles will cauſe contentions among people; to which 
| he ſays, The proper cauſe of ſinful diviſions, is that 
« enmity againſt God, and holineſs, which is in the hearts 
** of natural men, of every order; being ſtirred up by the 
devil, and their own proud and ſelfiſh lufts, And very 
8 8 E often 


— 


La j _ 


MIN WAYG TR Io. | 
5 en Cauſe, and Manner 


«© 'ofte natotal men which ire” dhe! piper cal Fo 56 
*Aivifions aforeſaid, are wont to de Sith. £22 
© vants, As Potiphar” wife did by . ey oy 5 80 ih 
&« blame of their on wickedneſs at their oors, and make 
ie 4 loud cry 752 0. 16. The other extract is in anſwer do 
a ſa ing which we bave often heard, Vz, That tisa mere 
fiction to tell of gettin good. when we, NM over the parith 
Une, becauſe as ie de are out of. od's, way. 
To this Mr. 48 anſwers, “ That there are three 
© monſtrous ingredients i in the objeQion, namely a begging 
of the queſtion in debate, raſh Judging, and limiting of 
4 God.“ 78 18 They beg the queſtion who ſuppoſe ye. 
o'out f God's wa ay, becauſe we go over manꝭs line; an 
how rafh is it to ju ge tl that others get no good, only becauſe 
5 dont TN in their v Way! = And ſuch are much more linz 
lfabfe than the Jews were, if they think to limit divine 
bro $ to any particular houſe or ſpot of ground, Now. 
| ought to know that we read and conſidered. thele 
thin in thoſe times, as well as what Mr. Davenpert Tai : 
4, and ſo we did the writings of a divine of greater not 
bk either of theſe 'who i in thofe times ſaid, We abe 
& miniſters, b Tooking "on this work, from year Lo; FEAT», 
«with a diſpſeaſed tint ſhall effectua . 
hee from their paſture, inſtead; of doing th 8 -P 1 
ee them, by feeding them ; and our peo 11555 5 
ved fea Ly better 92 without any ſettled et hs at all, 
4 + c 3 as this. „ And in the next page he, obt, 
| „The times o Chriſt's remarkabſ ty ARPFATIN ga 


Na daß aber of his, chürch, and to reviye religion, and, 
vate His kit dom in the, world, are ofren ſpoken in 
4 *rophecies of ſeripture, as times "wherein he will. remarks, 


| ly execate qudg DOE on ſuch miniſters, or ſhepherds, | 
ag —— Pt feed met floek, but Binder their being led, and 
«fg 12 Bee feel, from them, as Jer. 26755 throughout, 
«© and Ezck. 34. Kc. 
Theſe thin K. we knew Bad much of reality. in e Ad 
Mr. F. or His 'bretheren' might as well er nee to pion, 
— Beep waters, are good to drink, When th ey. ane fs 
with ud and dun mg or that it 18 god f ec ing in P . 
which are ll trodden drawn, as to prove that Agr rere ; 
the provetang » which we had i in, tl 015 days. 1 0 ear 7 HOT , 
or pood ford for Touls, © Sheep w * deb a are nat NH. 
y hard to get foot out of neig ouring pa . 
thay ſtarve in ſuch barren plages ; and if they are 703 7 


2 Mr. Edward's thoughts on the work, 1742, p. 134+ 
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and beat for it, AY wilt alle 1 * the na. 
17 peak as I expect to anſwer it betore H! 1 5 — 
3 will / "uds 2 TN, the / at "ang 70 +] Ae now 
0 to be a e EO "our ſeparations.: 0 th e he evidence 
of i its being ſo, will 11 Mme an and Ie open 85 we 80 on. id, 5 
The ſame views 0 a holy Cod, which gave e ta ſee 
their woful pi uted and ge te e 197 
to 1 Tee thatt e dwelt i in the midſt of a a fe 2 le of * 
Ha. 6. 5: And When any had a manife ation of C | 
their ſouls'; like the woman of Samaria, they wante 
invite all to come and partake of the ſame b leflings 
chis gave offenee to many,who would ſay, „Nou —. net | 
6 jadge,” But that was ſo far from” preyenting, that it 
naturally produced a judgment in oung conyerts, that ook 
who were, offended at ſuch free Invitations, were 
to vital Feligion : and doubtleſs many exceeded due bo we 
in that way; yet. to 'be more ſeyerely. dealt with th = 
me were for the vileſt crimes, (as many Fare 
had tendenc to convi bem th ey; W 
ad no tendency 10 convince them that they, werg 
eng g. or their re rovers ri Sht. 3 us 
Farther; ſuchas 1 7 an Cooler iven the em for the 


goſpel, eo ot help ſeeking often to hear th 
1¹ 6 1 77 0 40 8 to hear it 1 15 rig 
areſt preachers, if they went a ſew miles further for, it. 
| y allo! /requentl afſembled themſelyes ee and 2xhprm 
4 que another with mytval advantage; till at lenge 1 


were Ae ſay concerning ſome. ex orters,mach as. the, wor, 
d a 'youth 1 in {/rael,. 1 44 18,4 
th Mr. oy me witneſs, p . 138, But great off cage 
ken at Thch things, and at -leogth. the miniſters in; gener 
cafe into an agreement to try to ſtop, them; and 3 
ad 
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great part of the preaching that was to be hear 
Or abroad, was concerning 1 and | Gorde ir 
eſpecially ag We ae oh they « call ed |, Tay re Fas 
author owns that theſe things U re wepthy, 8. 
tod o Hen handled; p. 142. W eople = prays 
Mente hear ſuch 28 1 85 und 5 
was what they could not endure. N : F ad he is 
fo'honeſt ate add, that he means 8 55 Res Qcaes. 
+ of f 5a 4 ;AS "took 1 ke? ths) oe T nqtions, 
TR eee 
12 e he) ; Were, de ie 
In 1 in thoſe times J Who can et * 
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"Bat ij iniſters '6nght to kndw that «tha ctoivaldiffers 
ener berheeen living perſons,” and 4 dat image, which che 
Workman Heu, or hanimeriinto what fhäpe he pleufeth * 
Rag becauſe we would not be cut ad Hathered inro the ir 
ape, we have been treated ds' rebels ever linde. Nee | 
would. have i it, that. when we turned: from them; we ſet 
enchers Who were “ exceeding \ raw and wn HU inthe 
a rd US righteou 1 Al p. 119, 17 Which may” lead 
us to conſider the particular” Fon of of © our e ee 


and of the difference Fe — iy gh 
vr AE — — ACSI ALANIN WTF! — e og 
40 
3 TEST. at {EZ 
red fn 1. of judging others. n 
| . 2 DOU o S BNY7 Haw tt pot 1z3100 ** 


* Kris has been weh unis 8e of ai in our day. 
9 . * and Mr. F. delivers high charges againſt ut 
WM in that reſpect: but a calm +. of his = 
NN others conduct on that head; might cauſe: ths 
fame remark about Judging, that biſhop Barnet mac 
Kerwing Bf] fecution,” 'viz. that it Took'd as ff the only 
$abarceP': tey had apainſt it was, becauſe: they had not 
the managing of it chemſelves. Our author tells a lang 
Kory bf how he and his btethren preached: much beitet 
75 the ſeparates, but 1 ſuppoſe he had fargot that Pont 
ſt not Wale 4 of the number! _ we ee 
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wo 155 a 125 5 SRV. 5 is thi pare c 
24 1 945 Flague to the hure © God ti bor is. tk 
* al ſervice to the 7 op CIs to 1 1 
| Ger of f ſuch, 2 1 thetr b e 
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Have r of viſib 
Ba cen a Qumber 0 of ly al us, i 
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Soi W eb 20 not hu urt #12 hap. 
But 4 has judged it ta he otherwiſe Gly here 4 0 | 
to qudge the contrary, is a. 48 ente 0 of - "their ir | ail 
raſh and wcbaritable men- * wig 
The firk whom hg names, a5. ailty, 155 f this Fart kin by 
is Me. neg aud le BTL, ais evid detee a 
el 
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2 ſomethin, or other, in his ſermon, à Sat K e 
« minifters". ; and chat afterward in Journal he 'exs 
© preſſed his "four left many, nay, the moſt that 2 8 
« not experimentally knew” e *⁰ And to pr e this t ; 
be” An "abuſe of the -flanding* | © 
fays, “ Hear the qpinion of that eminent man of God Dr. 
Cotton Mather upon this head: T Who the d. . There is 
4. notthat ſpot of ground upon the face of God's earth, 
* Which can Proportionably match Mr u- E. * | 
e niſters. But when was it ſo? why 1 fin by-4 is 11 
that this opinion was publiſhed in 169 1, when (zs the 
towing words expreſs) . No man became a nar 
n theſe churches, 'till he firſt became. a communitaut | 
N man became a communicant, until! he had eek 
50 webe examined about his ircgeneration,, as well as 
N vin el in on. If any miniſter do miſbehave 5 ” 
3+ ſbon Rears of it, and becomes: eicher a n 
yh a" man," Bk v1 : 
is was Dr. Mather 5 e of ihe. order of © 
chr inthat day; but! what a e con 
Hirch then l This ſame man of God ſaid 24 years a terward, 
2 dener, be u in the church. Now, bis prgs 
ed Mat. 3 1444 oie fam ig (9 
pe 575 bly purge bis foor. © But-verilytm 
In ae purge ſhaking: that the: 22 FW 8 
bie carried on Again he tak e all 
bs qualified like, and influenced by, che an 7 0 © 
cheſe Baakerges's, aud fons of commition;ſhall 99 erg 
4 midſt ef heaven, having this 1 1 05 87 to ac 
E the inhabitants e the earth. $f? ad onr glorio 
« v6 wlll fake heaven, and. /hake 14 2 ak, and Eil 12 
an e See gael he. en 
$4 T1 5 {0 NEFF} p}. aj 
e ester taks, notice, when 4 Patte poi 
enn de fait B. n 15's turn, tk gel 
COWS. 7 4-423 5 Gs ww 5 : l 
58 1 f 448, | 5 ee 1 4 29:9 , 
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er is daß Godz't dart id bee, qudted, which 
exactly agrees with the wor! which =: 72. ed, ſee it 8 


| ke charge of can. The main objec 
2 chche advance againſt the work char rg C es ria 
cy:of.uhoſe-/oxr off Tgunder; is that; wherever it it 


takes place, the ſubjects af it; tao getierally are unchari- 
8 . no neighbours; to brethren of the ſame. communis 1 
Fe g relativri, to miniſters in an eſpecial” "Manner. 5 
Thats is, When their eyes were opened to ſet that they 
ere. men of unclean lips," they ſaw alto.” that the 170 
| in the: midſt fa people of unclean tips © and. th : 
Aud e more than a little ¶hating in che churches. Ad 
j as, dis evident-that:Dr. - C's notion «of charity was, to have, 
a gad opinion of che miniflors and churches, as they ſtood; 
ſo ſo cons the inflruments/and ſubjects of that Wok. had. 
1 ch. an. opinion of them; therefore he Judges af e. 
j —— Aſtin gua lers, and what not? See Rom. 2. Mar 
i miniſters will not approve of this conduct in Dr. CBA ALY, : 
W d treat us ashe did them. Let us come td p lain e 
a e firſt, of our ſeparate; churches was at Fane y 
the e Haration began in this manner. The'pa?!/ 150 al 
a man to preach to them, who had been ten cod” for 
ih chat rpoſe, by the afociation in that county. But "after 8a 
| cl urch in Canterbury had made trial of im, "they er, 
4 kim, to be . deſtitute of thoſe Nntia! Tag ee on 
-ought:to be in a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt”; e e 


re refuſed to join with the ſociety i in their choice, 
s the. ſociety perſiſted in their choice, and Were 
fd jy — by the ziniſtere, the pert 105 "lenge th 
withdr „and met at a private houſe. Which 
the. conſpciation/was called; and under thkei r * Kion, 2 
number af the members apenly renounced ny Tile x 
3 e the churgh, and put themſelves un- er Say 9% 
1 ation, and chaſe Mr. Cg ſwall; whom the ociety Rad 
he led eee got him ordained” as theilt aller. 
en et ſent ſome of the members of che 
eo 99525 to priſen, for not attending on his winiſtry.; Ye 
« and xhreatned ta proſecute. Mr. Buell for Yin in 
« tawn-.ta preach the goſpel, upon the deſire 91. hy 
4% members of the church, without the vote of thefocie . 8 
"Theſe and many other fact, Mr. Solomon Pale pub 
ſhed 16, years ago, and appoaled to courts, e 8 
People | for. the. truth of them ; and I never Heard an a ; 
them to this day, . Herevveader is the "plain" ſtate of 8 


pr *Channtey's thoughts/Þ.;x503 At act ; ew? 202 081 
t' Vid. Mr, Pains nien of the chuvches, oy e 5 De 
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who retain. their ancient principles, their records; und th 


furniture. 
Ti TS LISH | 3 r ch a0 £44 
cauſe they. refuſed. to give up their 7,dgnments. to the clergy 


«4 


letter againſt the ſeparates, p. 41:42. fay, EH there be an 


whole, preaching. was not edihhing to them: 


24 


ver, and oppreſſed, and prayed them to interpodſe,” 


hut he cot granted them n0 relief, N. 
oods were ſpoiled, 078 
iſter's ſupport; "tit 4 
proſecuted, 
„ 
they would ae 
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4 Mr, Paix's view of the churches page 17. & his preface p. 7% 
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JJ 2d blond $5367 oighhon roo T7 av aaomrey 
poles end were not and hai Hauad them Tiars, Rev. 3. 
2 And the.true,apaliles, while they gave t0.the frkt golpel 
»chruch, a,deſcription of what fort.of men ſhould be choſen 
into office in their preſence, they. not pretend to hm 
vate any; but. ſaid, Brethren lock ye out among you, ſic 


4 
$ 


Jen, Acts 6. 3. And Paul.expreſsly ſhe ws, that leffers of 
Tommendation in his kime were To and rROM THE cel, 
2 = OD; 3. 1. Ar 19% jc 75409. din d dee 
Hut theſe miniſters now, arrogate the power tot, and 
+ afprobate miniſters, wholly, to ꝓhemſelves; and aſſiſted in 
ca a. diviſion in the church of Canterbury, becauſe they 
, would. not ſubmit to that power, contrary. ta the dactrine 
* nubich they bad learned, in the goſpel. Here therefore, the 
4ext which they often caſt upon us, is ſtrictly applicable v0 
them. Mark them which cauſe divi/ions and offences, 
* contrary Yo the dodtrine which qe haue learned; and 
„ AVOID hem: for they. that are ſuch, ſerve not out Lord 
& Jeſus Chriſt, but. heir own belly; and by good words and 
% fair ſpeeches D&CEtvE. the hearts of the ſimple.” Rom. 
16. 17, 18. They were as truly the cauſe of that diviſion, 
as ever King Charles was, of beginning the cigil war by 
"Invading the. ri, bis of the. Parliame ut. 
= "here was an early diſpute among the apoſtles' ait 
Feta: but their maſter told them that if a#y. man le- 
Fred to be 5ſt, the ſame ſhou}d: be /aft Hall, int fer vun: 
Wt Whereupon . John diſcovered how, their ambition 
ad operated: it had moved them to /orbid one who was 

in in Chriſt's name, becauſe, ſays: he, he followeth not. 
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| ud d of o others 
t, viz. 4.” Tis not poſſible th ſhould be in dan: 
555 2 diver, „they! never Bebe L T Cen Tan ger 


Wer. 
thats if they can't” ENF a ery ever ba; pet the 
Experiente of all ages proves, that they are prone td aſſume 
Aa power Which C fick never granted: yea, which he has 
exprefily forbid. If Ander; would leave theit worldly 
' conÞariidii, and attend only to divine rule, I believe they 
 wobld find that it belongs to the church witti them to try 
miniſters; and common people have the beſt advantage t 
know how riſen behave in their daily walk, and hav: mth | 
- hoot ood fight as any, to judge what gifts are edifying, and 
; at eee, are clear. What then are thoſe . 
- Going, who' aſſume the power to themſelves tö jud 
the church, and to ſorbid all who follow not them 1 
there is one qualification that is greatly ſet by, which 8 
mon people are ſuppoſed not t6 be ti Judges of. TE 
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inſt us, and ſays *While we give the {ep ſeparates 


Fer 


11 got. for this verbal cbnce ion, N Joy 
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en ne) 1 and cg ho'Es of it 5 Meg RY: t hs 
_ is no. need of any more. than eonimon learning 175 iT 
* any Jeff ty for that; if ch have but & be th 
; 8 ality men for the work of the miniſtry, _ 5 5 N 
1 ly they chooſe unlearned men, and have 25 but /a 
S 4% r their teachers, Neither do they uſe he m bs | 
7. obtaining 4 better adcopfihments ILY ae 
= that they make no account of colleges, ind Mn ſchools 
«of 1 to. educate their ſons.” P. 165. 
This vo 7 * laid againſt us all Without exception, 2 
55 i 


5 * often repeats it in that manner, and our practice i 18 
| be to for the Pon of the 9 1 5 n let chat At 
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5 Vide Me: Ger Garg 3 Beckwith of Lynn's Gef A bed Jays 
"rai ation, þ His ff. letter was dedicated to "gaber= 
itch, "nd than f ie "compared or dination to the f ſwering 4: 23 


1 ate Into his oftice; after the frermas had Alen bin . 
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Mr. Elia Pain of Canterbury, was one of the greateſt 
lager: in that colony, before he Jeft/the: /aw for the gofe 
pe; and fome of the miniſters approved of his preaching, 
?till they found he would not conform to their {chemes ; he 
is an ordain'd paſtor among the ſeparates to this day. His 
brother Solomon, who was the firſt paſtor of that church at 
Canterbury, had been a leading man in the town, and had 
been their repreſentative in the general court. Mr. .,Z2/7ah 
Cleaveland, of that church ſent two of his ſons Jo college, 

and you ſhall hear how they were treat. 

* Th pg. | Rr Tale college Nov. 19. 1744. 
„ Preſent, the Rector and Tutors upon information, 
e that Jahn Cleaveland, and Ebenezer Cleaveland, members 
% of this col lege, withdrew from the public worſhip-of 
« God in the meeting houſe in Canterbury, carried op by 

% Mr. Cog /hall a licenced, and approved candidate for the 

“ miniſtry, preaching there at the deſire of the firſt pariſh 

% or ſociety in Canterbury, with the ſpecial direction of the 

% affeciation of the county of Windham ; and that they 

« the ſaidC/cavelands, did go to and attend upon a private 

. ** ſaparate meeeting in a private houſe for divine worſhip, car - 

e ried on principally by one Solomon Paine, a lay. exhorter, in 

. * ſeveral ſabbaths in September or October laſt,” The Scho- 

, Jars owned the facts, and gaveinthe ſtate of the caſe to them, 

and ſhew'dthat they met with the major part of the chureh, 

© which they belonged to. I ſhall not trouble the reader with 


any more than the cloſe oftheir firſtanſwer which was, t Thar 


e neither the major part of the members in full comtnani. 

4 on, nor any other perſons in any pariſh or ſociety, have 

an right or warrant to appoint any houſe or place for 
l: i e r 


- 
„ 


* & 
* * 


en. 
his Satror, and ſeveral I Ja of office for favouring the 
"  Aamp-a?, And what wi 


| he do now? for this comparifen will 
by no means uit his turn? Why he [lips over, and in bis ſecond 
letter compares power of miniſters to that of the povernor ef a 
province, by the King's commiſſion,” p, 42. This is a fine 
+ compariſon indeed! for ſuch. a c e councel- 
lors, and the acts of the general court: Yet by the way ſuch 
power is too great to be conveyed by a long Ae F ik el 6. 
vernor dies, or is removed, the province muſt be withdut one till 

nà⁊ neao commiſion is granted, dire#ly from the Kg andthe 
2 people have no choice in the affair. Thus Mr. HR. hy wandering 
From truth, has involved himſelf in a ſad dilemma; i for at home 


dis governor is lett out of office by the peaple,, ga bad gare 
a 


be would not allow the church; and abroad governęrs havecom- 
miſſions divebily from the King; but he has no ſuch thing to 
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ung os che ſabbath, diſtind and ſeparate: from; and 
1 jn oppoſition to the meeting · houſe, the public place ap- 
% pointed by the general aſſembly, and the pariſh';- but on 
the contrary, all ſuch places and ſeparate meetings, * 
we prohibited by the antient laws of this government. 

46" Whereupon it is conſidered; and adjudged by thi 
us rector and tutors, that the ſaid Jh and Hbenezer 
er Cleavelandy, in withdrawin g and lſeparating from the 
public worthip of God, and attending upon the preach - 
ing of lay-exhorters as aforeſaid, have acted contrary te 
e the rules of the goſpel, the laws of this colony, and 
% of the college; and that the ſaid Cleave/ands, thall be 
%% publickly admoniſhed for their faults aforeſaid. ; and if 
% they continue to juſtify themſelves, and refuſe to make 
e E Oey they ſhall be expelldd. 
Sf: Thomas Clap. ReQor!” 


” They ware l accordingly, and became teachers 
the ſeparates. And as the heads of the college then 
among this account; and Mr. Paine in his vie of the 
ME Has tranſcribed Ix p. 13=—15, in 1752. And'as we 
' have. ſome other ordained paſtors, who have con ſiderable 
{kill in both the Greek and Latin tongues; and three 17 
bers of one ſeparate. church i in Norwich, have each bron 
up 2 ſon at college within theſe few years, one of which 15 
a tutor of Tale college; and as a like number have been 
47 ro. college from Windham, beſide ſome in other places 3 
5 7 4 Mr. Fiſh to conſider how he can anſwer. what he 
1 ad, either to God or man. 
owever, tho? his charge i is far from truth, et tis beg 
1 granted, that we have a {gm diſlike to ſome ſhoe s of learn - 
ing, eſpecially the art o diſputing againſt the truth, as 
„Vell as for it, the art of making eaſy thin gs hard, i 3 mm 
of making hard things eaty; | ſack? oppofeitions 25 ſcience, e*. ml 
have na likening to, nor of the art of handling che ad of 
: God deceitfully, and twiſting things into anyſhape to ſait men 
own turns. Such things as theſe, I take to be the lead n 
2 which our Savior warned his diſciples againſt; for what he 
Kalle doctrine in one place, he calls 4yp»cri/p in another. 7 
And what ſhall we think of our author upon. this pont! 
Speaking uf miniſters work, he ſays, Our hath hewn 
%, us, that Branning is eminently uſeful], yea even neceſſa- 
. ry, Hai, 50: 4. The Lord God hath given me the tongue. il 
91 the learned, that 1 7 know how to ſpeak @ word 
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1 Tim, 6, av f Mat. 16. 22, Luk, 12. 4% ec | 
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46+ Thus DeFcience beer 


© in foal, tebimMbade ir urury -Intimaring that be hould % 


2 Rotihave-tnownhow, without a learned tongue. 305 P. 175. 


When Iread this, I confeſs it cauſed this enquiry in my 

* If Mr. Fi knows no better, than to conſtrue this 
eripture ſo, where is his ſcarning and if he does, Whers 

Is his honey ? His controverſy with us is about human learn - 5 
ing. whereas that text expreſſeth divine learning, as plain 
as words can poſſibly do; and there is great reaſon co think, 8 
that the Prophet here perſovates uin, who tho“ he were 4 
fon, yet learned be obedience, by the things. which he Juffered, - 


Ind being templed, be is able to ueeour them that are tempts | 


F got into houſes 


2. Did any Phariſce ever abuſe feripture, to "impoſe upon; . 
People, worſe than this? | CEA TI 
Let us conſider another ſeripture, namely, 2 Tim, 3. 6. F 
which our author gives us a large comment upon, in order 
to guard againſt thoſe that o 4 poſe their churches, and clo- 
ſeth it by ſaying, ** „% Pulis de gn is hid from vulgar eyes, by _ 


the plauſible covering or pretence, of ſetting truth in & 


« clearer light, and building up the church on a be tie 
«c Le footing, and of purer 'materialr, "Pc 70. No. we may 
take notice, that the apoſtle ma kes no diſtinction in the tex 75 
between public and privaichouſes, for he often taught both 
88 and from 15 15 to houſe ; but what he points out 
Half teachers by, is, the manner: "of their getting in; and 
e work they do when they are in. As to the firſt, they 
creep” inte houſes : and we all know that creeping is” « 
Nite to going upright, therefore when Peter diffembled, 
withſtood bim to the face, beeauſe he walked not upri 
Lale 40 the uth of the goſpel; and that conrern | 
introducing t Fe exvi/h ſchemes into the chriftiaz churc „ 
Gal. 2. 11—14. 1leave Mr. F. to conſider how well this 


Fin agree with his notion, that the % chriſtian church is 


A ma up of the fame mes, that the Jeviſh Church 


a Co Was. 


I remember that Mr. E awards i in his reel ſermon at © » 
Northampton, warned that people of their danger of being 


. ampoſed upon, for he 1 ſaid, he knew the art that ſome Jong 


miniſters had got, of ae their Principles, till th 

could get into 9 — then they ould corrupt people's: 
minds by degrees. This leads to the other branch of the 
text under conſideration, which is, pts when L 


E men, who have the form, but deny the power of goedlineſs, 


60 laden iti fins to talk with be 
chem about their ſouls concern, they would cad: and 
to the aburchinſtead ofleadingafiem ta Chrift-prft; an 

ſo they are ſet led down in a e of Codlinefs ; and t 

ſert of men, will ſoon deny the poauer af it. verſe. 5. And 
they are ever learning, and never able ta come to the 2 
knowledge of the truth, v. . Inſtead of that, they arg 
truce-breakers; falſe to the principles which they profeſſed. 
and break thro their ſolemnities and engagemehts; and 


ſo are 75 raifors, v. 4 And if ve had no fuck men in our A 
land, can it be thought, that we ſhould have hęard Tad 


cricd up ſo much as we have ? I mean not to reflect upon 
any man's perſon, but only to hold up the plain truth, and 
cave all men to judge for themſelves ; ; and. where any 
uch men are found, God's command in ver. g. is;From 
fuch- turn away. Mr. F pretendz, that thoſe teachers 
were for building the church, tt of purer materials“ than 
others; whereas the text ſpeaks expreſsly of hat ſart a 


2 2 w 4; 


This Jeads us to another article of e been 
5 pet is, | 32101 N 
100 ) 4:2. $J An >> 

34? ey at ki is "ans 


5 III. Te Nature <p EET of . Spurl 1 
AE gun, Authors laſt and moſt diſtinguiſhi 


ing cha- 


CG 4 his holy ſpirit dwelling i in it. p. 44. This 
2237409 ſpirit he ſays, * has al ways been diſtinguiſſ- 
1 ret So the ſpirit of antichriſt, by his puriy, mee lac 2 
«: gentleneſs, and patience. 
«6. in whom his ſpirit dwells, has never;been à litter, Keren, 73 
revengeſul, perſecuting church, but the reverſe. 
i ever degree of ſuch a ſpirit, has at any time crept into 


LL his church, ſo far as to influence ſome individuals, ĩt has | 
- eg ever been a blemiſh to her character, been diſowned 1 


by Chriſt and his church, condemned and exploded.“ 
P# 25% + Tozthir I fay; amen with all my heart by this let 
che controverſy be decided; in order to which,. other facts 
muſt be laid open 
It has been already ved, Se egrectly Jofigrociags 
een there having been a moſt glorious out- pouring of 
theepi ritin our pore" 4 Yor the conviction and converſion of na- 
| the ſame ſpirit led us to ſeethe cor- 
Wy options 


4 


racter of the true church i is, that, «Chriſt's! 
% church has always had, and always will have, 


The true church of Chriſt, . 
What⸗ 
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Ys The Diference Whom 


: Fuptions of the miniſters and churches, ſo as to leave them, 


while Mr. F. holds the contrary. Here we part, and I 
have laid open the ſtate of our firit ſeparate church, and: a 
little of the treatment they met with, from the other par- 

Now we will proceed further. Tho' we had diverſe 
ſeparate meetings, yer” twas more than a year after the 


breach at Canterbury, before we had any new church ga- 


thered, and many were in hopes that miniſters would come 
to better terms, but their hopes were diſappointed, for none 
oo. allowed to preach, without the miniſters licence; and 
Fill here inſert their own account, how one of our 
teachers was treated, by the authority which theſe churches 
* upon, and leave others to judge what ſpirit it diſco- 
yered. Omitting the introduction, the charge was, ® 


xc, That Eliſha Paine of Canterbury, in the county of 
ce "Windham, who is not a ſettled, and ordained miniſter, 


& did on the 1oth day of April, A. D. 1744. go into the 


ec third pariſh in Windham, in the county aforeſaid; ; and 
% in faid pariſh, in the houſe of Benjamin Cleauelang, there 
7. ſaid Paine did publickly preach, and exhort in 5 
1% of religion, both as to doctrine and practice, to a gr 

6 number of people then preſent, that were notified man 
„ days before the ſaid Paine was to preach at ſaid C gave 
% /25id's houſe, as before mentioned, as by preſentment 
%% on file may appear. The ſaid Paine confeſſed the fats, 
% and pleaded, this court hath no juriſdiction of this 


| 4'caſe, as on file. T 115. 


This court having conſidered the pleas of the pri 
% ner, do judge them inſufficient, and ſay, Thar this 
% court hath juriſdiction of this caſe, and the ſaid Paine 
* refuſed to make any other plea: whereupon it is con- 
4 ſidered by this court, that the ſaid Eliſha Paine ſhall 
* become bound, to the treaſurer of the N of Winds 
"op 3 bam. 
r Paine s view of the ekurches, p · 202 4 
* c Windham, f. Sept. 22. 1744. 1 l FLEE Bnet 
Preſent, Nathanael Huntington, juſtice of peace. 
44 And now the priſoner at the bar, being brought before this 
« court, fat preaching the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and exhortiug 
1 a number of people ( as preſentment) pleads, that this court 
4 hath not juriſdiction of this caſe ; for that the facts com lained 
4 of, are warranted by the law of God and the King, and there« 
74768 Fore not tryable by any court, or law inferior thereto! 4 "and 
40 . he is ready to verify judgment. 
The above w tte is a true copy, Fliſta Pain 26 on flee" 


2, 5 . Teſt. N. Huntington, - juſtice of as, end 2 


Learn m . 


« ham, on the ſecond Tueſday of December next, 2 


« the ſame, and pay coſt of this proſecution, and ſtand 
* committed until bond is given. Coſt allowed, tw» 


% refufed to give bond as above-mentioned, or any way! 
« to comply with the judgment, and was committed the 
i day and year above written. :. 
NWMaathanael Huntington, Jult, peace, 


#. 


% The above-written, is a true copy, as on record.“ 
e Teſt. N. Huntington, Juſt. peace.“ 


I ſhall only juſt deſire the reader to obſerve, that there 


appears nothing wanting here, to make him a good preacher, 

Out, only the miniſters licence, for he preach d and enbored, 
*both ina doctrinal and fprattical way; and who could think 
that ſuch treatment from the other parties, could convince 


A8 iin 2. P bs , "8 
vs that we were wrong, and they right? It was far from 


doing it; but on the other hand, it convinced us that they 
had türn'd ſo far out of the goſpel line, that we ought 
not to follow them, 1 


- 


"FAIL A Ol y rs; X new eee 


"Feld was gathered, and they made choice of Mr. Thomas 


Marſh for their, paſtor, who had for many years been a 


deacon in the ſecond church in Windham; and they ap- 


pointed his ordination to be on Jan. 6. 1746. But the 
day before,” many of the ſtanding miniſters met in that 
town, and at the ſame time Mr. Marſh was ſeized by an 


officer, and carried to Windham Goal, for preaching ſome - 


time before, without licence from the miniſters; and on 

the day propoſed for his ordination, as a, great aſſemblx 
were engag'd in religious worſhip, there came up à dozen 
or. fourteen miniſters, and deſired a conference with this _ 


new. church; hoping likely that now the ſoagherd wars ti. 
en, they might ſcatter the ſheep, What 
: was to try to convince them of their errors; but hen they 


2 


Wat powerful argument upon the lech ; what free accef 


bo - - 
. 


could they rationally expect after that, to convince the | 
mind? They complained afterward; of-regting-with noiſy. * 


a 


 {reatment; and xho could expect le 


JÞ \ 
# Fe” 
* 


* pounds thirteen ſhillings, old tenor bills. The ſaid g's 4 


ey talked of, : 


had begun with that old argument,“ Take him Goaler ˙ 
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Ar 4 revengeful ſpitir, but the- reverſe ; and thatiwhereyer 


| Fas not ee 1 conſels 1 now not what may be called 


1 i —— gert 1 


wah ke dr 
1 95 experience, e carefully to 9 | 
What was Geng. | N "if che 2 05 e been as — 


promoter, and otherans grea ers of ths late revival of 


reli ion, as any in th lat; promoters ofithe work 
4 t forward, a MON as 48 came e 


; Fee ae this Aae "viz. one would ſay, Dear Mr; 


you, Was the inftrumehy, of, m eohver ſion, and where 
42 vou how ?” Another,“ Dear Mr. M. you was the 
. wean of awakefft ing my ſoul, Aid will yo now! fight 
ve againſt | the Work of God,“ others to like Purpoſe. 
Aud after ward they webe PyÞ 1275 addreſſed by one of the 
fathers in "the ſepa in, 6 near as 1 ean remember, 
in theſe words, Jon ear miniſters, of jeſus Chriſt, _ 
de Were as beralt. a few years ago, to ſound. the 28 
& "trumpet tro the land; where, are ro, now2 ate. voti 


S not 7 ed” in confederitey. with thoſe who, you ow 


% co ciences teſtify, ate enemies to the work of God 
25 They ſhewed no diſpofition to anſwer ſuck- queſtiona, 
ade ſeveral attempts to get the church together by 
themſUves, till they found it could not be done, and at 
lat nn tip off a remonſtrante Which they. had drawil 
{ theſe things, and ſo departed, That chureh 
25 Mangſſeld, the next month, choſe. and ordained Mr. 
4 ob Hove ey for thejr paſtbr, | Which was the firſt-ordinac 
on amongetheſe churches ; and after Mr. Marſh wasſet - 
ar Uberty, be was ordained. a colleague irh Him, in qulyx 
lowinz. The third ſeparate; ordination,” was of Mr. 
Solomon aine at Canterbury, Sept. 10 1746. and there 
Vere five more ſuch ordinations befofe that y ear, ai out. 
one of which was near Mr. F. at Stonjn . and he gives 
a long ſtory of his 8 behavior, and 6f the r he 
met with, upon tha t Oecaſion-; in order to thew how dad 
. Fic ypob ſine n v. . $0 Kew Bow ba 
„I would. always abide by What. we begun upon; undet 
this head, that the ſpirit of Chriſt is not a ferte, Gifs, 


h a ſpirit APPEarts tis a blemi/h to any people +arid/th: 
treatment which-..he deſeribès was ſo to us; but then 
and allo ought to confider, that Soſomon ſuys, ſurely opprofiots 
-maketh a wiſe man mad: and if what wWe had met wien 


2 


2 ä ; : % : | 8 >» ch, | ; # 
- P 4 me FT 179 & a "a | 


3 by a por Arghun, who could nbt read, and was dever 
let up as à teacher among our Churches, but put himiclt 
Horward at that time; ang if others did not then rebuke 
him for it, - what has been flid above, may in forhe mea- 
225 node meme 


* 


ure account for that. Rr , 1 4 + x52 8. 74 14 
Mr. Ft ons, chat there is a great alteration, among.us 


lince and fays," * Tis readily granted that they are, no 
much more moderate and civil, than they were in that 
% day, — are very peaceable, kind, obliging good neigh» 
** bours., But, ſays he; “ what does this reatoning argue 2 
+ why, it only ſhews that they have loſt a degree of their 
.<« original ſpirit, as ſeparates.” p. 153, But Ray.*. our 
author has forgot himſe}f : As little Jedrning, as we have 
we uſed to think, that we underſtood, ſo much of /agic as 
This, that if the cauſe was gone, the f2@,would ceaſe x 
_ "therefore if ſo great a degree of the iris of ſeparation is 

Joſt,” he need not have troubled himfelf, nor others about 
it. Bot he has drawn ont things, to ſuch a length, that 
he will have hard, work to hring his two ends together 4 
for he begins with informing the world, that tlie occaſion 
"of his writing, was the revival of the [pitt of ſeparation, 
yet before he has got thro' his bock, he cpntradicts it 
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leſt he ſhould allow that we were governed by 4 good ſpi⸗ 


* 


kit in ſeparating. 


7 4 * „5 


le calls this labour of his, An < unpleaſant taſk”; ian 
well he might, for tis hard work to ſtrive to blind the 

truth. In order to finiſh this taſk, he ſays ; << The rath- 
nels and ſeverity of that ſpirit, which theſe poor bre- 
e thiren"were influenced by, appeared in ſuch accufationg, 
* as reſpected the hidden man of the heart,“ P. 159, 
Tus brings de to ſpeak, 9 2656 e 

T ae <A Pe SY ane rnd TIN, et 0 
4.445 wad IV. Of | knowing - Chriſtians. 3 
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„ 0b By REY 1 * 7 ˙. FN 5 2 2 * 1 
$3 KHEN we firſt appeared againſt having the wor⸗ 
WG thy, and the unworthy partake together at tk 
Lord's ſupper, (which was a principal reaſon 
88 of our. fathers ſeparation, from the Church of 
ngland ) miniſters tald us, as I have before proved. that | 
leres and nybeat muſt grow together in the ahurch, Hl. 
the harveſt. : for they knew there were many both in ptbs IH 
Sc and private ſtations, whe, notwithſtanding their xn 
of gedlineſs, appeared as plainly againſt the power + of © 


Ky as the ares appeared by their [ru in the Geld, But 
| Ee G * . 9 uſe 


— 
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59. . The Difference between righ Po... 


beczuſe ae would not Jene r and world togs- 
ther, as they Aid, they ſtülted -2bbyt)and-acedſetbits wink 
|  aſſiming God's prerogative th Refer" che heart; white 
| they aſſerted, that we coutd not #now Who were ſaints, and 
„ Fh not? And Wen was reply'd that Chiäiſt aid, ve 
my | ball know them : dhe turn Woütd ben ben What, are 
il ou 1n/ullible Whereupon diſputes 'have enſued; which 
T . ten been carried td 'extfernes off both hands. I con- 
. feſs with ſhame that 1 have ſometities been chus inſnared; 
_ - e have. given Cola Her who deſired ofcaſion 
5 A 2 8 il: NSN ns 234 r 
. el. pu A e e ae been tarried bip bnd evi 
| Klee, i in many inſtances; and T fuppofe man Havecbeen 
It Po. concerned to keep up good; opinion of fuch las they 
1 ave. Teceived fot Ehiiftians; than they have to diſcharge 
Wl © theirdury towards themin a goſpel tnanner. And, who will 
Na de in clear of fault in theſe things May all ſtrive for 
= reatet refortnation in them. But What is this 
Priter doing, when he often charges us wirh vi/falne/7 in 
dur Way ? /and becauſe we wete not turned back by Mr: 
[+ 1 o retraftions he ſayc. 2 held fal deceit, 
1 Es they r&fuſed to return. P. x2 Again, he ſays; © Fhe 
„ 0 Rrength of their deln fon ſeems be lis very much in this; 
4 2 | ele that they cannot tall their cbndquct in 7 in.“ P: B6. 
BH "Thi is the man who aceuſeth [Epkrates;; Wich Judging 
f Hee, [4 See Rom. 2. 13. 47 81g 
Mr. F. knows that ur thief diſputes, babe ae 
ilitie. and not ſecrets. The firſt thin og which headyances; 
pre ſeparates had a bad fpirit, is that i. They em- 
„ deayoured to draw off from às, every true believer, or 
as chriſtian, (in! their ſenſe of e and wonld haveJjeft 


8 5 4 A cong Feat i behind them, of nothing but ſuch as they 


"1 3 


4 0 


20 


* judge y poërites and Sele pes labs without 
e the denen of one falgt to affiſt n „ allairs of 
© their ts 


And he direMy tuths to de parable - i6f che lants;nos A 
"ot proof that this was wrong; and adds, as a great Agra- 
mY of their crime, that they would call others to, Come 
A 5 4 fd from among them, and be ' feparate'; \ with this re- 

„ Lid denon, « Tf they are chriſtians,” why don't hey come 
3 e away from the Shades of Balyien! p. 154; Hſup · 
N poſe the uſe of the word Babylon here, was thick It ar eri- 
mminal as any of their language; but as its ſignification is, 

© £onfufion or mixture, is there not at leaſt the of; of it, 


3h Where eivil and eccleſiaſtical * q church and aue are 
4 comſtenaed 


4 


* 
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Xextrefer'd roh 2 to come out from, 
L Gerda by bargain} pos vj op 1 85 Te . e 5. 
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n {fight 


Ping... upon f 1 
. F part — ale. a of L 15 Reg Per 
2.66 of: godlineſa, büt in a little. time, br ing. in profa fanchels, 
e and ruin the churches theſe two ways Ve | echten of 
i tmniniſters, will ſoon be carried by ta forma f, looſer fa t, 
. The exereiſe of diſcipline, WII hy this 3 me ans be rende- 
71 red :impoſſible, diſcipline, fallin profan 08 riſeth "ike a 
155 ro = Sooner major oh e a A, 100 fin, 170 will 


vi 1 aber is {Ct men, 06 f a 


8 a 
Agon, it 
wy PTY n de generate, the ue 705 7770 chat 
8 manage it, hat yot's good. Selamos tells; us. 995 Fn, & 
Hy bas are like apples 8 

I think theſe words of Mr. Mitchel are { 
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eee to > make a dn 1x0 e 
vorers turned the: hur 1 ord PAY nh the mee - 
Gag. -houſe ; f and then two. members of it , .heea auſe they 


der were turned out ol one of che ſountaing,. which. Mr. 
F would con fine As all to for miniſters. - This is not 11 
2 judging men's ſecrets, for they are open Loc | in the fight, 18 
2:"6f{che fan; But what 2: ſpirit, does our author diſcover, in 1M 
an! [his 9 and condemning Us, as apoſtates from the 4 0 
-'12 antigens of our antient fathers. ? He ſpends ſeveral pages 
10 cry da prove, that che yy Shards at e le 
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| eu e and not lil the ſepa rates from 
ill an account of that church, whithcis given in che appen- 
|. dinaer x. Rabhins s orilination ſermori 3 And after picking 
dut a fe- Palhges Which are chitfly! the opinion pf the: 
; writer-of the account, now in the Jer 1760, he then rey 
2 ers it to the reader to jud ge how lirtle "H4ſerblancerthere” | 
2. between them and ds, P. 84. But in that fame ac 
count, p. 32. we 5 informed, that the church Manas. 
©<,ved the whole affair, buth of inviting and calling” mini: 
„ ſters, and that the firſt iuſtan ce that appears of the towns - 
|| vo ing in the caſe; was ſeventy. ning years after their firſt 
coming to Phnouth: In the ſame account p. 21. we havs 
an information; of three members of that church, 'whowers'. ; 
ordained to the paſtoral care of other churches * that were; 
what Mr. F. caſls lay-teachert; yet this WAS: _— WR fix 
om Years. after Harvard college' was Found? 1 boon gh - 
M We don't pretend to take thoſe fathers as our perfeck b 
AY pattern; but what I complain of is, Mr. Fiſh's pretending / af 
0 produce their example to ſupport his cauſe, and to cn 
Wl demn us, and then call others to judge upon the caſe; 
wduohile he conceals: theſe material | zoints, which are for n, 5 
and againſt him. I will alſo add here, that: Mr. Prince!” 
gives it as the foundation A cle of thoſe fathers which 
of can to Plymouth, that their church gffcers after © being 
In i choſeacand ordginet, have i nd Herts arbitrary or im- * 
Fi « ing'power ; but can only rule and miniſter” "with the cons 
AN x font: of the Bret bro en z who ought” not in contetript | ta bs 
4 called Tre latty but to be treated as nen and brethren. in 
. Chriſt, not as ſlaves or minors,” And that. no hurches 
bj) << on; church officers. whatever have any power over any 
other church or officers, to contreul or impoſe; upon 
«« them: but are equal in cheir rights and rivileges; and 
4 dught ta” "bi Pndependent in the Recife and en ſoyments 
bi * of hem.“ ＋ Yet 234 theſe men who pretend to be the 
H ſuccelſors, have got {o high an opinion of their own learn · 
üg and knowledge, as to aſſume ſuch a oper as our fa- 
1 chers abhorred, © 
Is not hea rear! wh abs not liberty to act as * thinks? 
0, belt, without HAVE. from another! 4 Let ſuch 4 a power is 
NOW: 
*® Viz. Mr. Jonat bas Dunban at darth Fine ned "Mt gan- 
ee Fuller, the firſt miniſter in Middteborough Ja Mr. Hale 
Cuſomam the firſt in Phymton: Mr. Cuſhman tived. to old age, and 
1 have heard many that have fat under his , ſpeak of bon , 
as a faithful and ſucceſsful ee e 1 
1 New: OO chronology: by OR e eee eee 


23 A 


Ig oor * 
— 


Mm 


A. 
ry ” 
—— ee ee äÜ6b ä ˙ U— 
— —ũ—— —— * 
* 


- . V— 


now Slaimid by wäutſtefst ver cheir ptuple, as ligt allow: 
them to haye liberty to u aner td preach in the, 
pgriſh withdut their lexyg7} an nothing is more 'common{? . . 
tian for them to tall aH fuch, i men, which are not intro 
duced into the minifiryin their way, Guf author abun 
dant in- it; and Mr. Beckwith; whos t obſerved 2 littie 
back, claims a trdly power in plain Wörds, he uſes the ſayx 


terms about 30 times in thirty pages And is nor he a 5. 


nor, who:mult Have another to ad for him and he only 
yield a. ext conſent thereto? and how near to xhis is the 
euſtom of our land, concerning admiſſions into churehes? 
Jobſerved before, that I never łknew a ſingle inſtance in 
the ſtanding chure hes, of any tnembers dein 9 received. ups | 
on a verbal declaration to the church, of what G 
Jauk farihii fou; no, inſtead of that, the miniſters /haverr 
aſſumed more to themſelves int hat reſpect, than the fudget 
do in our civil cou ts; for there they ordinarily inſiſt upon © 
having ithe 9 2 preſent, where all perſons 
concerned; may hear their teſtimony from their n . 
and: have liberty to aſk what queſtions they think proper 3 
the fear of witneſſes blundering in their ſtory, thalb nõt ene! 
cuſe them f. om giving their oπ] account, even bęfore great 
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ie deen Boz” 30G; 1823, eee 07 183 
* Many people love to have it o; + Therefore that apoffolic” m 
(-as, Dr: Watts call him) profeyor Franch, after expohiag many +» 
excuſzs for the fear of man, ſays, ** To which, may, be added 
& that pernicious A linction, derived from Popery, and whezeby. ,, 
& thoſe, that are preachers, or deſigned for that office, are called 
* ſpivituul men, andthe reſt of the people lay nen: whereas in“ 
* ed All true chriſtians he they in What ſtate "they will, muſt 
4 be ppiritually minded, as St. Paul teacheth, 1 Cor. $1546, 
7 Rom. 8. 2% 4 —But we don't think of this, aud care. 
„know, what the name chriſtian imparts, viz, one. anointed with... 
6 the ſFixit of Chrift ; and.therefore. think our ſelves ſolficiently 
© exculed,; When dug can {ay : I. am alayick,and no ſpiritual man, 
. It is not to be expreſſed, what horrid miſchief this wicked 
er diſtinction is the cauſe of, aud what: deep root it hath taken in 
men's minds: inſomuch, that the devil himſelf; could hardy 
have found out a better way, to perſuade people, that on 
4 is. not as much bound as another, exactly to order his life 
e in all things according to the rule of God's word. Accat- 
60 dingly tan fails not preſently to ſnew Eis claws, whenever _ 
& "this 1 iritual pricfly. oct, commended to all chriſtiaus, is 
r earneſtly preſſed and incüſcated. Thou Halt in any vit re. 
* bule thy neighbour, and not ſuffer beck ett ſays God, Lev. 
r 19, 17. Notts teachers alone, but td all in general.“ Pheſe 
were the ſentiments of one of the greateſt, reformers in Gen 
= tag near ſerenty years ago, ſee Fear Aman. page 11g—"L17+ 
Pons By OD.) bee Nob VC 3 
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| men; for intereſt is concerned, and they are a raid, Wwrit- 
[ ten enidencasrwayld itopble- upen thetw's Yet in this: Eaſe, 
where the -intereſFof: Chriſt's church ĩs ſo muckconcerned, 
| _ that as Mr. "Mitchel abſerves looſe admifien3 Tell ruin the 
| <barches- z here none are allowed to kbitne/s a; ga conſe ſi- 
| -on-wuithitheirrown'mauths before the church, but the mini- 
| 'fters-. have turned them off (with-auritten accounts;. which 
[ Rave often been framed by ſome body elſe, for thoſe.-who 
1 about to make an open appearance as God's wit- 
* . Nay there are ſome» godly perſons among us, who 
diuieclare that when they were admitted publickly into the 
; church, the miniſter read off an account, different in mate 
* "Nat peints, from what they: gave to him in Writing, aud ſo 
made them ſilentiy aſſent to a liel ok ao, I 
| Erom written experiences, great. numbers, elpecially in 
N x Populous places, have no dropt giving any accaunt there - 
e to the church in any way: and yet theſs miniſters would 
:fain make us believe they are going in the ſame way which 
dur fathers ſet out in, when they firſt came to tbiſeountry: 
but let us hear cheir own teſtimony in the affair. 
Capt. Razer. Clap, one of the Hrſt inhabitagts 00 — 
r and who was many Years captain of che caſtle in 
Bafen barbour ; be in Writing of what they went.thro* 
| » ſays, 4 IJ took notice "of it, as à great favour of G 50d, untd 
1 t me, not only to pre ſer ve wy life; but to give me cout tent. 
4 edneſs in all theſe frraits-? inſomuch. that L do not xe- 
i 2:44 member that Eyer I did With: i ip my heart, that. L had not 
4 1 6. come into æhis country. The Lord, Jeſus, Obriſt us, ſo 
| [-* plainly. held ant in the preaching af, the ch dee unto 
%,, poor loſt ſinners, and the abſolute neceſlity. of, the ng. N 
ee. and God's: hely ſpirit; in thoſe days, Was plea fed 
4 t ac company the Word With ſuch efficacy upon * a 
e hearts af many; that our hearts Wee taken off, from old 
« England; and ſet upon brauen Many were converted, 
% and others e/tabli/hed'in believing, many joined unto the 
5 ho ſeveral churches: where they lived, confz/7r 1128 jth | 
«-publickly,and /pewrng- before all che affemt 15 the a 
wy rieuces of the:wortings of God's ſpirit in their NEE 2 * © 
n bring them to Chriſt ;, which many hearers found. very x 
* mueh good by, to help them ta try their Sn. carts, a7 
] 2 and to conſider how it was with them ;—oh (che. n Y 
e tears that have deen ſhed in Dorche/ter meeting-be 
ö 4 at ſuch times, both by thoſe that have declared Ge 
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. work on their-ſouls, and, alſo by, thoſe that gerd them. n 
2 thoſe days, God, even our own God my bleſs A 
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* Dd. TVET e | 
Won ays of knowing lan. WH 
tw eis is S 7507 bas banze og ei Ns 301 . wn 
England. Chriſtian chiftory Vol; I. p. Tou may 
take notice tliat this vhs their 1 in the Ee 
Wer where peopie dived} : dg, es ens 
Accordingly old Mr. John Eliot does ſaid, 4 16 is 
2 1 of great thankfulneſs, that We had Chriſt con- 
Died ii our chufches! by ſuch as we receive to: full 
& acbb gön there. Marie pen the work of Chriſt in 
- their hearts, and the relatis thereof is an eminent con- 
. faſton of our Lord; e: pefienced ſaints, can gather more 
«than a little from it. It is ãndeed an or̃dinance of von- 
* der ful benefit 5 the Lord planted many vineardi in the 
% firſt; ſettlement of this 'country, and there were 
% noble wines in them; it was their beavenly-minde 
ic which diſpoſed them to this exerciſe, and by than up= 
70 holding it, the churches” are ſtill filled with nobip 
Une; it mightily maintains Fux ir v of churches: *tis 
in the dur of xyvsxy Chriſtian. It is a thing that gives 
% great Fler! to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and-young converts 
« are 15e Me exceedingly edifled; and the ſouls of -Jevout 
"3 chriglan! are hereby ingratiated ene unto another! 
f i Aru knows what he does when he thruſts ſo hard to 
46 get this *u/t0x# out of our churches. For my part, 1 
would ſay in this eaſe, get thee behind me: ſatan ;: thog 
_"_ e an horrible entf unto the Lerd Feſas Chriſt, 
et us keep up this ordinance with all gesleneſi; and 
wy Wehe we ee the leaſt ſpark of grace held forth, let ys 
44 Prize it more than all the wit in the world.” * Thi 3 
a the teftimony of one of the moſt faithful and ſucceſsfyl . 
PHAGE that New- England ever ſaw ; wherein| he twoldly 
afcribes to the devil any attempts that were made to thruft 
104 cuſtom out of the churches: yet now that euſtom is 
ate with contempt by many miniſters, who ſti} ed 
de accounted the true ſuccefſors'of thoſe pious fathers. 
Angdeed our author has got a fine way to get Along here, 
Fichi is by turning off ſich things for impet/e@tionr, and 
lie fays the order of the churches · was more ferfected 
And gſtabliſhed afterwards in the year 1662. p- 99. 
Here we ſhall learn what his nation of perfection; is; for 
in that 3 yo the'fmod which brought in (what we 
ARNE, 3 * Mr. Chauney preſident 
404 Me. Davenport of New Haven, bot 


7 
+ 4 


- 


7 N A o ak in print, as a great corruption inſtead 
Perfect; Fad Mr. Elea er Mather of NG 
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nod wrote nM: — 
nesta nf the cangrgg ational- princi- 
ke Jeden N on other of che 
47 Ab ated £ of work: bi: Er uce, nanu of 
ebe of the £ raterniy (abe Rrekunes) ein àdmiſfi· 
21 8146 7 a+ 3] 12 *. V. An 4 u WE 27197 
Hs, notign of. the order: 170 the churehes beipg per 
. makes, me thinkof a ry concerning a ininiſter 
ny deſcended from 2 member 7 that ynod, who tho' his 
"condud. was not gogd, yet boaſted of treading in his grands 
2 ſteps z. her eupoh another miniſter, of greater) notze 
id, 4 He had . got. his grandfathers, iniperfedtions to; pen. 
edign,”.,TÞ ough, Min, Mitchel, was then active in 
Cardin, in. 0 he, da. 20 the middle-away.;: Vet et the) im- 
de erg got being, Fat al den perfooa Frere admin as 
Lord's- a hu 1 upon 5 mind, and be wrote 
. tho! He 1. * 2 4 1664 \Wherein, among 
her t he being 8 0 this, on viz, Why may it 
1 85 << 17 5 for 40 =: publickly toſay, 4 believe on Ghrift, 
unſeignedly repent 57 My, Ars ..; Ian Sor te, content to 
. expreſſions being, read, of. propound ded . 
ck hout any "more adve 7” His anſwer {1836 

{ak at. can groundedly ſo ſay, or. profeſs before. :Opd,anget 
and men that he 34, rade LA and, x tan 
Be. ſay ſomewhat more, Kia n 

| his Pie ee , wi h Theſe 1 
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ET chat a alot. [7 47h, cannot "aces 
It, * 17 y, 3 Na 
2 There. has been 4 4 great deal bk hack r ated, in, our 

0 hide 0 or get c oe theſe ſelf Evident, truths, many 


| mply faving. 7 in . Pc Zion“ 80 King ſays 7 ff a wh net 
For me tragain 1 he declares that publicans and have. 
Lots go inte the ee, of Cod before thoſe who ſaid, 
e ; and avent no. Haliing between two. Opinions. 4/4 
| teten ging to pe for. God, and yet. not being 401 
Aways been one © of the g reatelf __ and.m | 

That any men can be ta en in. And ns. to th 90 0 


N have tide again our principles as tho! they ten 
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cmd; —— will Ppret( 


ſons without ſome ſurt of q i 1 17. 
hes more difficult to determine the 1 — INE at mo- 
ncerity, than gracious, ſincerity 3 for the firſt is only 


| —— * aflyences upon a — key the other is 
him; and I rhink this'i is an uhanfwer 
1 wards gives, Why the taiter, 4%" 
her, cc. members for Chriſt's Church, 
namely that movalſihcerity is 3ra2/ext, and may be intive- 
ly loſt — a gracious principle able, for ever. As te the 
frightful conſequence Which ſome draw, that if none but 
gracious perſons bought to be received to communion; che : 
we can never know whether our communion. is right or not, ä 
in this world: Old Mr. Shephard gave a fufficient es. 
thereto an'120 years ago, in theſe words. 
*2 41661 59870 rief eee particular vel. churth 
% {o'r off. r ® 
„A. Okriſt N head of every particular, church, ar 4 
6 it his body, hence none are to be member of the chur urch, .. = 
but ſuch asare member of Chak by: Fa Cet. 1. 2. 1 


4 The, i: 
1 Buys db not hypeerites, 47. 4 nor ag ee, 
H ereeß * | ET 
e. Peg" r But if they could bye n wh to be —Y 
«they ought'to be kept out ; and hen they are. 1 
<< ar&orderly..to:be caſt put. Mat. 2 5: T. 2 Tic. 2. 
Rey! 3. 20% Tit. 41,7 7 
A have been the more particular on this 4232 beca e 
all che cbntrGVeII turns very much upon it, and finge hos 
F. ſays the: ſeparates: admitted members nat ſo much, 
64 bu ,L‘ evidence, ag upon inward J. 
, p. 147. © with adda. little more concerning t th 
matter: an 1 doubt hot but many have had cot Fr 
Hotions" concerning fellow Hip. nad. have often put 9 
n for the cauſe, i e. have taken 'what.they felt toward: 
_ others, for the evidence of others goodeſtate ; ; whereas ul 
affections toward others, are ' cauſed: by what is ſome war 
or other maniſefed from them; and if what others mani- 
ag Hine; evidences of grace, then our love Po N | 
is /geriuime; but if what others manifeſt is nat. genuine lan. 
gaage of exerciſes; and we are detghess these, ee 2 - 
as in us are as corrupt as the cauſes which produced 
them; hence Jeſus a our thy beam out of thine" + 
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with 4 puft-heart have but therdead ic areaſe ol religion: 
Andras a principal, mans Habegetting and ancreafing 
this: love; is drolaring>to. eachother πτ¹¹ —— 


yet nase tan ad, the 


aur feu eee eee eee Deren br: 443- 
| r geau 205 — brave 
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ere iti thedaft-gentury, by ene-who: & allo d 
webe man af dearning 2 as anydn his 
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. 8 proceeds: tf ys tri 6. Sybich 


_ eanitzbe perfornieeSwithout ſome knowledge of; others: 
| SF of 2 it is, Atainech;' ast: 
us 4100 be 
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duties ingum 


tc unte the ſe duties alone, it is A hat were called jurlge 
2 the Batooffothers. For we are not giving countenitfice- 


88 uncharitahle renſuring of mens ſpuiwual 
iner unte any judging of Anfcdens ans 


than what pur own duty towards.them dach in- 
9979 — Fus if we ram t layidgavin.ous 
dives for cha brethremzit 1 meet chat Ne hend ſo 


then 5 It thou ſee Slearl fo Zaft ont the mote 
* — word, cel ing aa ten | 


t: Ho o another 


fes, That whichi aur baue andibrang, wedlyre wig. ante. 
Sn, that: vc h may hirets/ellouyhip —— u #0. DAnd: to 
ſhewi chax our ſentitnentꝭ are not „ A8, well! as for 
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Damen Da. h Oe who, nter obſerwing her mem 


tei fanaknowathem forite-be, as- — u 


Are 
*©:alſa; ta join with chem in thoſe ardinances herein we 
Kyo ee e We-a52 members of the: 
eam 


1 therefore · muſt on; ſome good 


: then ſo to be. An a word. the due pepformance.of;,all 


« principal munjal-goſpe! duties, ata tha, gl or al ad. and 


der ang uch.f; 


« ſpirituał 


2 ane the dame heady 
N faith; and:love :- we mut lave them abeenuſe 
+ -theyiane begotten of God, abiidren; of aum hegyenty; fan 
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our own-edification, depend . e nene ne | 
Din ſuaſion cencerningathe 
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io way 4 of Rowing ** 9 
POR ond — . EY Nur u ies — oy 
+. Spirfranbodudicen of vthevsþ ad that om*whickiwantay 
44 take oor uin an wehatave go: o e 828 en AOQHU 3165 
. For che groudds herdef, koſhattininion ons ory; 
«1:9whioh ah others d&teamdpour e e preſfwd * Doe. 
Fare, , 235 Aste Body is ne; aud hathmany mem- 
„ bers} auc allthe enen LIEIED 
4 arcontdady, ſo is Chriſt v for b nh fpitiriweare 
* zed intoone body, whechrer we — 
4 webe — rs and ha de hen made allte drink int uud 
4+:Tpigix; > They are all united unte und hold of end heady 


+ ee Cheid myſtical, che ie al Gelierenm ander- Chan . Wl 


Atheir Head. And this unien by the in habn 
tation of the fame guibhing 
$ their heady and by mm they abe ul 
Adams Ipirituil=ſtate and frames; 


« into one and the ſame ſpirit ; for this ſame ſpirit pre» + 


brooghtr img the | 


euch the fame 
Kahotuiffering in Rey rr apoſtte'i fully dechires; 
DEph. - Andi dis in; them dd not in 
the A ole: 46. And as it g =qaturaſueſs 
ei in — — mutual: 
© fore und ſorrowing with one another ag = 
bern Another; 1 Corr 127 253 26. St ir || 
ererbte And diſtbocer them to exck;other, 1d fare e 
* +66. the: performance of che duries pneticioried, 


i£:0me4d anther;as face aufwereth — 4 
nean feen diſcern Hat in others whereof 
Ariches b cherhfebves, tHey wie and veliſh bat n 


Spirit, which le 1 Cs 
-eff:@s* ku them all, the Lache anna 


vie loch Wagner us becomes members of the ſame hody. 9 1 
Ah on chisaesunr a ſpiritually nawratanetriny of = 1 


ae 1 
an ven hey: feed upon in- themichres,” un whereiftifahy — ll 


ai Hes of their uls dd donfit ? theſame ſpitit vf liſa ber 
2 ing insthem, they Have the ce eren ae D 
a ver, And untefs their palates are diſtempered bst p 
tatios r- falſe opinν,z or preudices,/ they αι A heir 
aeommanion .. 
Hare alk made to Yrink into Tus givesthgmOthedhing | 
4 Aregeſt und ige in the in warch mam the meta 
light c their minds, che lame affen ; and bein 
ntHud prepared t judge and Rift: n U wie fiates fte; 
others in reference unt thefr mutual . datiey chey- Have 
© hobeover the true rule · of the wete:oJudge of allpiries 


& And Tpititual effects 1285 And hie de che ground of * [ 6 


1 . I" m "rqal cn, 
Torn! | c + * 


3 
{ 
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$i 
ty 
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| 25 M t have gen much already of what power they. 


Je baue us fir an 2 $AWPLE : and be warns thema 


e 


Nr N — 3 word. Ades 
re ömitted; there ig àn ends of Alf *of" 
„ Arebedgzery, 27 Chtrehes* witfiont- chig, are but mere 
«© Hüſfks afid hes of thiltthes} carer” Without us; 
e for 23 there is nb Heal union untö Crit Without fatb 
ſo there is no tea union àmong the members of un 
«© church without love, and tha Acting itſelf in al the> 
40 duties mentioned; Tet not chis ordinance be in vain. 1 
Fheſe were che ſentimẽnts of choſe untient fathers) who” 
were in contempt called Puriten?; becauſe they Tabored'to! 


* 1 
JY 


12 


| have the ehuref brought to the pure Randard of Ge 


word; yet how are'poor creatures treated now, for their ax. 
rempting:(tho' very tmperfeRty}torepnir throld waſher, the 


 eefelathons of many generations? Ila. 6. 4. We core, 
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V. Ty ſpeak of v hat Miniſters boxer tak 
a ly is, and how they come by it. 


legs dn tee hw ys hot 200 a w—_ 209 


2% 


W. tl Pretendꝰto have ut *tis-needfultoiopen:what 
authority Chriſt has really giren to his maint- 

2 ters. And the plain account in his word id,, 
N 1. That their authority is not over he oi, 
but it concerns che /ouls of men. Obey: bm. .be 
ewatch for your Hulr, Heb. 1319 And, 2 hen harte 
ne power to make rules, nor to govern others judgments; 
Bot only to explain the rules which are made, and labour. 
to move others to regard them. Ver for that aue harr db 


| winter euer your faith,” but are helpers of” yaurygoy © \ Vor yx 


rb and, 2 Cor. 1 24. 7 Hut "as toinvife name 
%u what I. t Cori 10. 13. Hence; g. The 
8 to regard and follow any teatherei de · 
upon their reaching rige Mr baue renouncti the 


 todden things of diſhoneſty,” not walking in craftineſs; nos 
handling the word of God deceitfutly;bur by manifeftaticn of 


Ait truth. r don ſtaonct in 
#e fight of God, 2 Cor. g. 2. They who teach righs; 
by practice as well ears; Haul fays; Brethren, be 
Su C A 
inſt 
""—_ of a contrary walk, who! mind earthly thing, Pit; 
3. e „ e he — 855 e e them” aue baveb 
Eb: ih 575) * fan Togiog H Hie: 
* De. Owen on enen Pim, Edition x2. dinburgh-a749: 
7 es to 128. N 


eh-nolg —— oe gb 2 0 
God £\nuhafe fair fallow confidering thes ee 
ſation, Heb: A3. . Not; wears met) to 4 — 
tkem an am implicit, on cultorazry Way, bet cache mu 
confidary; and tollem others no further thaty; they : ie that 
the end nay — Jeſus Ghifhthe ofame gaſter- 
day, and to day, aud for eb, , Naa, Here 
ſo far ſrom being under obligation tofollow,; teachers; mþo» 
don's leadi in thir aug. mat they, incur guilt, by fu a 
Follo of, them, The. apoſtie John, Ipeaking af che- 
adtrine ¶ Cbriſi, ſays, If hbere, che aN Numa ge. aud! 
bring not #4 ο hn Heceiue Hu nat inte your heu- 
nor. bid\him de d ſpeed; 757 . Tr defer 
PARTAKER/ 0 1 ic \Geods, 
great apoſtle the — fs 730 abe er —22 y aug of roms 


5. K offer. hig fue 
i 2 nto you," e 12 Ve ? received 
let him be accur fed, £9858. Y And ND where id a 
power that is derived by a loca deaf, from the oltlegs 
Ant which mairy hold theif a thority rem as! | Wee 2 | 
whe 


and-carryritto/high-as to forbid thoſe cwhboya/lono to; 
even'tho! the reaſon of it wete a matter af tunſchgcè, 


cauſe theyrreally believed that ſuch CT 
cheil nor pradtifedoagreeableito the goſpel-. / © 
Nau was ſo far from "eſtabliſhing fcb, donde 
thati ter guard:againſt all ſuch pretences, he ſtates dn ok pw 
upon the; higheſt piteh of call creature anthor 
- peſles and angels and deaving all —— te ey cane? 
| 0 queſtion; he brings it up to the aper t 
5 Tho wepfrench auylother goſpel Than that y ννανε 
received à nay if and nue“ diręeg ly: Tg ene 
ol Ter. him*heateurfed. Our modernqaiiſters.wouldevade f 
all this, by telling ais tha they: gen t prruergiobenghyp 
and that: tis our erreneous u⁰,αα or erate af 
that makes us lenve thema that, Pr inſtead Ne 
any ſuch dominion ˖ οννẽͥt/s f Fry, Nude hn 
. and he implicitliy o charges theig=to: rie if the 
ſhould come to chem with another. goſpel. * N 
Should auyt ohieck that this. allowings enefy oed right 
to tecgive orꝭreject miniſters as they idge: be}; wall bring 
mĩniſters authority to nathing, and ſo: mein an dr. 
der ot mem out ofthe church?! d 0g 
i. Lreplys that tis ſu fan from it: vhiat-thip#is the only way 
to: eſta lich the goſpel miniſtry, npon its right foundation: 
for: as, n ae r et 
| x2 N 23 aon 
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ot] 116.241 Si dS any £1 ovine 
ie apoſtles; is Mat. a8, 16, ae. "Burk hin | 8 
may be Jſuſbcient. to evince thi abſurdity.g ene that 
ease and promiſe in ſuch a AE + 429 {1 TI $3 
1. All che promiſes of God, are 1 j eſus ; and 
heirs of promiſe are only ſuch as ay * fed, 45 1 
7% lay bold aßen thegbepe ſet before,us, a; Cor. 1.29 
6. 194: 18. Ho Vain chen mud the attempt be, 


ech 


that promiſe to any who have not ſed to the goſpel rs 15 age? L 


+2; Our Lord connects precept.and. promiſe. 
e text, Teaching them. 16\obſerve. all things, wha 
havecomnianded you : aud lo I 474 with. you alway, ; 
the end of the word: Therefore this promiſe is ſo | 
ſüpporting a ſucce/7 n of unconverted. miniſters, that it 
cõuld not ſupport even the apoſtles chen if they turn 
ed aſide from the line of truth ; yea, in ſtead. of the þ amiſe, 
the curſe would ſeiae upon an apoſtie or ange An they 
ſuould turn off from the goſpel way, as I have, prove be- 
fore. Should any ſay. that thoſe words of. Paul, Fn ae 
thetical expreſſions ; i. e. ſuppoſing a caſe. far.,yJui raßiop, 
which is not granted. for tis readily allowed, char they, | 
are ſo; but + wonld have people remember, that 41s chig! 7 
from Gen ways of 3 that they draw their p{648.5 


uñconverted miniſters, as from 1 Cor..13. 13 & c. 


2 4 tion of all ordinances. of worſhip unto the end of th 


To ſhew that my opinion about a line of {uccelhion, is not 
'Gagular, I will tranſcribe ſome of Dr. Owen's. opphts 
- thereon, which: were. publiſhed. i in London 1692. in il 
piece called, * A guide to church-fellowſhip.andorder,” 
wherein he ſays, p. 47, 48. The,office of: ** miniſtry, 
«* for the continuation of the church Hate, and. admmiſtra- 


% world, is ſufficiently ſecureds. ( I.) By the an, conſti - 
2 6 tution and appointment of our Lord qeſus. Chriſt, A | 
<< ing chat office, and giving warranty for its:contipuanc 
* to 1 * conſummation of all things, Mat. a8. 20. * N 
% 45 13, (2.) By his: continuance. according, - upto,, 
. promiſe, to communicate ſpiritual gifts unto men, 


,.« the miniſterial edification of the church. —(. 3, Tho be 
vane. 


„ duty of believers, or of the church, "Which is, 


„ call, and ſolemnly ſet apart unto the office 7 the. mini- 
*. ſtry, ſuch as the Lord Chriſt by his ipirit, hath. made ; 


ce meet for it, according unto the rule of his word. 


If all theſe, or any of them do fail, Facksewielge, 
. ſays he, that all miniflerial authority und ability for the 
a difpenſation of go'pel ordinances muſt "fail | alfo, and 


conſequently the 11 * church. And thoſe ae | 
plea 


0 


„„ Chriſt: 


*« tranſlated, owLy as they have it from the learned, p. 


* have been of late unbappily n to the great. Bis and 


— 


ROOT Vw 


is plead for, the continuation of a; fucceſive minifiry, with- 
307 Friis v.95 thi Wu vinng /both the 


i and eee of it "un bo them; do'buvereta grad 
% ima IA P of the lieing and life- giving inſtitutions o 
| hey take away the living creature, and ſet 
bs 5 tn fluffed wvith hab.. Thus far Pr. Oabem,? 
| are this with the opinions of the preſent day. Mr. 
= ſays, Tis true) indeed, Jeſus did not go into the 
85 eee, or ſchools of learning, for his firſt \miniſters 3 
nor was there any need of ſuch a ſtep, while Chriſt bim- 
«© ſelf was perſonally preſent, to educate his ſons But 


ve they, whom he'took into his ſchool, were chiefly unlearu - 


ed and ignorant men: to whom, in a little time, he 
: Wy N ſuch a meaſure of knowledge, learning/andigrace, 
WT: agen qualified them for the great work, where 
2 ko he appointed them. p. 15. But now he ſays, The 


« ſeparates having ſhot learning out- of doors, have there- 


1 by deprived themſelves of the be/t' means of obtaini 
and preferving the Inouledge of pure divine truths 
169. Neither do they know whether the bible is rightly 


167. Aud he ſays, our holding: the whole power of ori- 
"zation to be in the church, is % without any direction in 
„the whole word of God; and contrary to plain 


6 goſpel etample. p. 145. But Men ſays: he, *© Having 
„% -theword" of Fhedhciffation committed to them, by auibh- 
orined hands, they become ambaſſadors for Chriſt, p, 15. 


Here reader obſerve, 2 
1. That I have proved that he charges us algen, a8 to 
our ſhutting out learning. „n 50 
2. Here is an awful ſtroke dad the Ain ot Jets 


Chriſt: for it has been proved a little back, that the end 


of the converſation of true leaders is, Jeſus Chriſt che sau 
yeſterday, and to day, and for ever, But the end of Mr. 
Fifh's converſation i is the contrary; and ſo is that of a great 
part of the miniſters of our wr * Wr what 6950 can be 
xo] 8 : l } GI Bret the 


„ About 13 years ago, Dr. May 83 of 2500, larly in print 
_ ſtruck againſt the eternal and 22 divinity of our Lord Jeſus. 
Which occaſioned Mr. Pemberton's publiſhing a ſermon with an 


«again upon Chriſt's e and divinity; to which Dre Sewall, . 


Mr. Priace, and Mr, Foxcroft, wrote a preface, wherein they 
1 their hopes that, By the bleſſing of Chriſt, it may be 


of excellent ſervice to guard many of the readers, from thoſe 


' * moſt dangerous ſuggeſtions againſt his adorable Yeity, which 
ce oſfence of many among us . * 
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They don't name either the author 6r book ; yet this waz the 


.  charaQers among them. Dr. Chanicy,” who EO EIEEY ſo 
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80 Haw Gbrifts. Mimpexe.., - 
the import of ſaying, that Chriſt zanght and qualified, me 
for wine "whe 5. e e ſent.“ as 


He cannot of does not do now; What leſs can it be than to 
ſay, he is not reh God by nature; but only {> by office, 


. 


and that having ſetup officers in his kingdom, he has Senf 
to heaven, and left them to order affairs in NN Cavin | 


God has often changed his diſpenſations, / but his hature 
and his grace remain ever the Tame. He inſpired men to 


Write the ſcriptures, and gave them power to confirm his 


word with diverſe miracles ; which. is not neeeſſaf y, ſince 


the bible is acknowledged to be com plete. But tis as great 


a truth now, as ever, that, Ne man lnoqveih the things b 
God, but the ſpirit ; and that each ſamt has receib- 
ed, this ſpirit, that they -:ight xnow the things: that pre 

J. Yer My. F. declares that we 


" 


- 


Plaineſt teſtimony that was publiſhed among us on that occaſion 
Das ever I heard of: neither can I learn that Pr. Mayhiw ever 
»;Fttraced that dangerous and fundamental error; yet after he 


died in July 2766, he was celebrated from the pufpit, and preſs,/ 


- dy many miniſters in town and country, ; as one of the brightelf! | 
moch to try to prove that New-England miniſters had not forfeit-! 
Yael their character, by any of their opeh conduct, publiſhed a fu⸗ 


' 2nerab- ſermo for him, wherein he greatly extols Dr,” Maybe ;. 


und in a note, p. 28: he ſays, Two or 3 years ago à pam 
A phlet appeared among · ut under the namè of an obſture perſons 
. * without reputation ; —in which the Dr. was repreſented as an; 
i enemy to the atonement made by Jeſs Chrift.. The writer of- 
that piece (ſays Pr. C.) knew little of the Pr. or the tra; 
meaning of his works. He night as well have PH ny mini- 
4 ſter in the tbανον or province upon this head. 1 believes? 
Dr. Chauncy's teſtimony in this, I'fhould have a worſe  opinion® 
- of that order of miniſters than I ever yet had; for I have great 
reaſon to believe, that Pr. Maybew's.: writings,” have done th 

Moſt to corrupt peoples minds, and to prejuſſee them againſt the. 
Pure dorines of grace, as they were eld. by. the fathers of this 
country, of any ene man in our lang. 
The obſture perſon e ee which” Dr. C. refers 
to, is Mr. John Cleaugiand, who was expell'd out 6f e 

after he kad been there about 4 years, vnly for his attending * 
- worſhip of God, wich the church which he was a member of, 
| Inſtead of going to hear 2' candidate which the afpciation and the 
World had ſet up, in oppoſition to the church. He wrote againſt; 
io of Dr. M. ſermons.; and the prefident who expelled him, ick; 
himſelf fo much honor on this ocraſion, As tb Rug if. Clrauf. 
land a degree of maſter of arts. * Nen de 2 s en 
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cat eh "fat Berry EY. 
105 Whether vt haye 9 75 arr PO ih. 7215 os 00 
ag one as we Have it from the Fatned.,” N hereas 
2 and my reaching wal not avith enticg- 
Ay e of man's Wiſe do, ut "In,DEMONSTRATION, of the 
1er and of power: that your FAITH ould not Sang 
in the wiſdom of men, but in the power 2 . 1 Cor. 2. 4s 

7. 11, 12. And John lays, little 1 T4 have, Aan AMES 
en from the Bol ons, and NO all thtngs.; ind 
anointing which ye have recetvedof him, abigeth /> Jeu: 0 and 
ye need not that any man teach ou; 5 but as the [ame anoint> 
Ing, teacheth you of all 7 And he expressly declares, 

that > ts the ſpirit of antie. „ high denies 1 3 Joba 
2. 18 — 27. 

ben let Fur. F. look to. it; for he has told us 770 b 
Owen that the! beſt of human nature, if not united to the 
be / 3 5 nature is no better than ſand to build the church 
« u 56. Vea, and he has alſo iyen it as a clear 
mar bf 128 church, that it always h ; holy ſpirit 

Welling int. What nonſenſe (if no worſe). t n is it, to 
tell of Chi iſt's ſervants deriving their 4#now/rdge of the 
truth and. right to preach it, only Stem the hands of men? 2 
His argument i is that, There is nothing of Hiſpiration”" in 
** tranflating the bible.“ Anſwer, were is 48 much 0 22 
ane in That, as there i is in tranſcribing : of It; aud ho 
many thoufand times has that been done, 6 * ric 
; the. « copy that he has feen,? and how does he know He has 
got the pure truth, as it was wrote by inſpiration”? ?'Trye 
Proteſtants all confeſs, that the certain knowledge of the 
truth, is attained only! by the ſane way in the! nature "of. it, 
whith Pau points out for the unlearned. 12 gain it by ; 
even that when truth f is rj ghtl . i ein wards eaſypto 
be underſtood, be is — — xo of all, be ee of all ; aud 
thus are the ſecrets of his heart made mani; and falling 
down on his face; he will worſhip God, and repart” thard 
is in ho a truth.” This is in the midſt of the chapter, 
Which is coneluded with a precept Which cheſe n 
often remind us: of, viz. Let all things be done. Gerent- 
ty. and in order, 1 1 Cor. 14. 95 At 3 28. 30% And. 'a: main 
indecency. and diforder which istherein Sandee is ſpeak- 
ing in che chureh, in language not eafily*underſtood:” And 
who are more guilty of ſuch diſorder; than, great pre- 
tenders to learning! And what can be. 4 greater pla; 
to the church, than the ſetting up men for — — who, 
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L deſire te he intormed, how we ſhall know better. Does 
.at believe in. his contycace, that fene ning grate” is 
%%% baean? 159.4 prf9 Ft bent 


A gentleman of conſiderable learning, told me, that he 


| was. once diſcourſing this matter with an aged miniſter, 
nat far from Mr * 


AB ker ton Nie. F. and ache him. if ke ever knew ons 
'. - whoshad got his degree at college; denied An approbation, 
| If be ſought it? He replied, that he had known ent: but 
Abo kufther enquiry, was forced to confeſs that, h one 
Vent into another county and got an apprebaiipn there, 
In lag, che right of crying miniſters, which Chriſt gave fo 
10 his church, and commended her for exercifin £ that power, 
VVV 
che clergy, and after they have thus robbed God's people 
of their right, they charge them with want of a 600 fem. 
ber if cher will not be eaſy under ſuch tyranhy 3 and With 
a ant, of regard to ach, if they "ſhggeſt' thar/thfiniſters 
gonguiſerhar power aright,. eee 
ü ould be far from charging them all with this; for 
be of Mr. Fiſ's brethren of as good credit as he, ſays of 
many who have taken degrees at college, Alas, for the 
i encouragement they meet with! Ne pooner 4e theſe 
lt, airy, faſbionable young men, who evidently deny, 
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. oþþo/c and banter, both publickly and private! 
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t and vanter, both 1CK1) G y, the great 
„ee hombling,' and Chriſt eralting dee?rines of rhe goſ- 
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2849}; 3:3 Eo Hott . 1 Ley 
wo Mr. _Edwargs was far from thinking ſo ; for the ſame book 
4: Where he would confine the-miniſters* to ſuch as hun bad taught 
for that purpoſe ; yet he ſays/of colleges, They vught-to be ſo 
"0 %, eofiftituted, that vice and idleneſs hould have no living there + 
„ they are mtolerable in focieties, whole main deſign is, to 
train up youth: in chriſtian knowledge and eminent piety. 
E I ſeems; to me to be a reproach to the land, that ever it 
[ak ..., * ſhould he ſo with our colleges; that inſtead of ces 
bo. e of the greateſt advantages 106 krüe pieſy, one b 5 "2 chiJil 
£48 9 thither, without great danger of his being infected, a8 to his 
ret; as it has certainly ſometimes been with theſe ſocieties.” - 
54 — 25 Thoughts on the work, 1742. p. 349, 350. Ab I' ſuppoſe 
it has been more fo fince, than ever it was before ron 


came h bei Aethorityy 6. 
7 andyridicy helen experi 7 5 as beben 


1 an .relolye chriſtian experiences into ah enteld 
© Imagination, and 41 iferder” brain, if not  fatanital' deluffe - > 
« 91; I ſay u ae theſe young men come forth 
70 from the feet of Gamali 70 into the -orld, and begin to 
16 exerciſe their gifts, bux.th ey are at Ree invited to preach” 
« and ſettle in the miniſtry; and there are miniſters and 
« churches enough that will .ordain them, notwithſtanding 
5 the, ion which the ſerious; and ſuch as are concer- E 
1 ned foy the tt and intereitof Chriſt, bear againſt it.” 
..5, This is too much the cale at this 5 th We have e. 
1 Quer at and flagrant inſtances of it; he that runs may read 
& it,. and he is wil/ully blind that does not ſee it. And“ 
cc alas how. dark the aſpect on theſe thurches l 'T Bee "thin ing. 
© are a Jamentation, and /hall be for « alameuitatioa. NR 
W 9 theſe; miniſters ma 2 5. paths for” their own” 
Het bel they bear fo h. Kn ys . 
them. 1744 . x TITER 
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jen from Dr. Onupn, who ſays, Pr. Stilltn er denies 


their owt 
. Piller. 10 Jagge what is meet for their own ed fication | | 


— 


4 


© or any. thing. e like natüre. This is almoſt the ſaiſk 
+ with that of the Phariſees, concerning them who admi- 
70 red and followed the doctrine of our Saviour, Johß 7. 
25 4549. This. people which know not the laaw: —Yet "was it 
„ this people whom, the apoſtles. directed 10 choſe out from 
„among, themſelves, perſons meet ſar an evangetieal 
« office, Act 6. The ſame people who joined” with the 
| *« apoliles. .and elders, in the conſideration of the grand 
6 caſe concerning the continuation. of the legal ceremonies, 
1 and were aſſociates With them in che determination f 
a; it, Acts 15; The ſame to whom all theapoſtolical epiſtles 
45 * ;excepting ſame to particular perſons, were written, — 
. unto whom of all ſorts, it is commanded that they ſhouid 
—— titty the ſpirit. of antichriltand falſe 1 593 — 
* 1 John 2, 3. Sc. That people, who in ſollowing ages 
- «6: adher'd unto the faith, and the orthedox profeſſion of 
itt When almoſt all Fhe "biſhops were become Arianheri- 
2 Ne principle of the reformation, in vindication 
of the e Ae 150 e of chriſtian people, 
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71 He Eri Miniftere: 
5 judge and choſe for themſelves in matzerpof-xeſigions 


we. do.abide by, and maintain. 

« Tea, ſays Dr. Owen, I ſhall not be afraid to ſuy, that 
«ax the reformation was begun and carried on by this 
40 principle: ſo when this people ſhall: thro! an apprehenſi- 
15 on of their. ignorante, weakneſs and unmeetneſs to judge 
. 27 in matters of religion for themſelves, and their own duty, 

. be kept and debar d fromit,; or-when 4hro"-their own 
< ſloth, negligence and viciouſneſs, they ſhall be really | 
oe uncapable to manage their own intereſt in church affairs, 
« as being fit only to be governed, if not as brute erea - 
« tures, yet as mute perſons, and that theſe things are im- 
i proved by the ambſtion of the clergy, ingroſing all things 
ein the as they did in former ages, 
7 of the old popedom do not return, A nenw a nan at 
4 ted as had as the other“. TEMES 
ol leave others to judge how near this c comes th bur day, 
with only obſerying, that we have ſeen one wh6 calls him, 
ſelf 'a Congregational miniſter, not only claiming great pow- 
er in the church for himſelf and brethren, and judging 
others hearts; but alſo claiming i»/allibility in his judg- 
ment: ſor he concludes his long ſtory of Mr. Davenport 
with theſe words; viz. . Suffer me here, to drop a Word 
„ of awakening, to all yoy that have ſeparated ſrom or” 
©. churches, that if this con/2/ion of Mr. "Davenport, toge⸗ 
ec” "ther with the truths that have been, and ate get te be 
{© told vou, don't convince you that 3 have been; and 
4 ſtill are deladed, that is, deceived and turned afide from 
«a the way of truth and duty, in the matter of \your fepara-” 
« ting, you. may, from your nes. conviction, KNOW" TR 
m "cp &TAINg not only that you are thus 1 —. but ut 
8 4. deliſſon is very ſtrong,” p. 128. 
deſerves particular notice, chat this new w infallible kri- 
bunal, delivers off the ſentence, as _ ald one uſed: to do, 
; from A Fallible rule; which rule the judge does not ſeem 
to underſtand very well himſelf; for Mr Japenport”s great - 
eft error was, his aſſuming the power to himlelf to ty mi- 
niſters, and then his openly : adviſing and urging!” people 
to 11 3 as he mad. candem'd, m9 a "66: 5 — | 


— 
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® Dr. Oaver on the * eee eee „id, Dr F. 
Mather's indication of the order of thels churches, P. 27, & * 


This 1 is the rule that our new judg e gives ſentence upon: : 
zuck in. 1164: he ſays, So by i 5 ell kene not near 
ne, or I arg bolier than thou; (Plat. 65. 5.) is certain · 

10 ow the language of ipirituat pride; bur this was the lan- 

guage of ſeparating from our churches, becauſe ( as they 
ce, 4 Kid there — hypocrites in them, which they could 

« commune wit 

Peview upon this judgment + for the text ſays nothing « con- 

cerning:iſeparating- good men from bad ones: others ire 


allowed to be 4-1, brit the proud language ig, I am ol; et 5 


chan thou. Now this being the ſtate of the caſe, let us 
look a little forward, and obſerve that our new judge on 
the ſeparates to be . erring brethren; and obligi iging g. 


* 


10 neighbours yet ſome of his conchitding advice to bits 


people i is, Go not after them nor follow them How can 
% Nn. with a good conſerence, afte® 7 have h 2607! you Wh 
«© _wwhence:they- aroſe, their principles; — and tendency 
They are ſaparater; let them be ſo, let themalone.“ p. 17 ke | 
.- Andther-article. that Mr. D. eonfeſſed was his «© follows” 
ej ing 7mpul/es . or impreſſions,” as fue '6f condutt, whe-: 
<< ther they came with or without a text of ſcripriife ; - and: 
© negleding! to obſerve the analogy of ſcripture.” This 
Mr. F. deelares to be our caſe, p. 140. and by ber AL 
inſide religion is often treated with contempt under tl 
names za as if none followed unreaſonable im reſfons, 
thoſe Who are /zealous in religion; whereas alf mien Arc 
more or leſs guilty: of ſuch cond ur: therefore F will inſe T 
bilbop, Barnet thoughts thereon, Who ſays; 
tyra ni in moſt men's nature, which makes them de 
to ſubilue all:others, by the ſtrength of their ungder- 
10 ſtanding this imperious temper, when if works 8 
% ſubject of religion, finds ſomewhat: tg. raiſe” its ſpleen, . 
«© that;was;of-itlelf i inperious "enough + before; and that 4 
„which s called fury and rage, when it is employed in . 
other d/puter, comes to be called 2 cal, when it is turned 
5 rowards:the theories that relate to another world. But - 
„ when we conſider what a ſublime: thing divine truth, is, 
and what a poor low thing the mind: of an is, we ſhall 
* ſee eaule to blunt a little the edge of our iptrits, if 34 
« arebo ſharp in fuch matters. Man is much 
*« /angy, and fancy follows the texture of the anim 
2 which render many more capable of . — 


« jects, that are ſome way 8 to them, Oy » 


m 1 ed to kenne th ger, 
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culäarly obſerve: in exhonters;-was cheit being: puft up.” 


Bur I think we may claim liberty of 2 | 
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. pieneſſedes them, eeniofirgbite 
vi With the eee eee Sen. 
 , 462xfobthar tbay-are venagle h 
4% bit due No andtatempe odhaxe- Ait | 
1 at required a very —— vatiee 591 man 
NY 1m rhairiforce, - 240g bog Parra of yew Nef: * 
Let our antageniſt duly canfider this, and. worthy haps 
. ro: ſeeſ him treatahis brechen in · anothet wjnapyre thanghe 
14 mas done, concerning cheit leaving l Shas 
[| inclines him to petfiltia} I: hall — Mr., Du ν 
Fj uffair with — that tho? our author mesntiοοαs hi 
demi , boat, and attempting the: nd rendes 
nent hu, and prrament, at, Neu- Lond — he, ſeems 
| - Wirdly>ſenfible herein he greateſt ande lhe. ae 
1 aranſactions 3 which :accarying., to — K apprehen hog 
y Das, in xehting , theirixeſeptment, again tos: = Bag £30 


i And notireg ee What, vg vithin as they AG 
| Irexoull burn, all thei idotles books,or beretichn.igth 
11 it would: avail us nothing, without charityeln gur: 
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die world bat Wnig ever — 2 e read mis reger. 
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«| Preſfiab@ writiag for che ggf can b JO 


oh then chis text Hay fer ve tlie tut ls Fr 
Mi till chen. Forty — | 80 Mit? 
Fg l ef germom — of „2 


ages biſhop bee. . 
. —— 2 70 e A 2 
eee Marth — — — 2 


„ 


Pre 


Cr AT i is awarnor the manner of the prophets and 
* ppfplet. © Barak read the roll that vas written from the 
r rminh was not wont toread 
«/ kis'pr ophegies. It was the manner the Jeu to read 
0 — 0 che ſynagogues 3 hut after that, it was 
«« their way to inſtru and exhort then, not ſrom _ 
ten copy: Ac 3.15: Luk, 4:29, 20 

De fed ding of fermonit ir a dull way of preaching.” 
* And Dr. Watts 775 4A paper with the moſt pathetic 
Hes witten pon it, has'no fear nor hope, ous al or 
* compaſſion; tis conſcious of no deſign, nor has any 

LA ſolfeitudeifor- the ſuieceſs: and a mere reader, hoe 
1 Jy tells tlie pi le whar his paper I On, to be a2 
s void of all rhefe neceſſary qualification ac hjo paper . 
Ter old Mr. * — — the firſt teachers in Laden, 
1927 — t * ater 23 and ſays, -** Fhe,reading 
or preaching, 99 manner of 7 
28, 1 7 are will ever 

«frat; 31 preathed : they are o diſtin __ 252 

Ad I thik 58 two feaſdns inay evince : the dach of 
a 5 i.. l 0. 4 1 
— . method is 4 origetpal. 8 2 of uphold- 
ok res md Ne ain. ran nc eto 
os We haye, proof by various eviden ſeveral 
ſcholars ;in oo n 
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ee at college, and Log the people 


+» It has anarbiral tendency aps PSF Dl the why 
2 effet, which. requireth ſaints to 4now their teachers, 

to eſteem ho; mary highly in love, for their works ſalo, 

1 1 . — — 12, 1 Whereas in his way, tho". people may 
their miniſter reads other mens works ; 

yet 2 can _ ever know when they read their own 35 

: 2 character of falſe teachers is, that they 
en. in admiration, becauſe of advantage : 

and effceming miniſters for their 

would * their perſons in admirati-n 
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niſter in London above. 20 Years, agg, who laid, «© Hauber 
Th "advice to Timothy 1 8, meditate o theſe (HITS BIT thy 7 
Th " wholly upto them, I Tim. 4, 15. Lou Win find it in 
« ſpirituals, as it is in tem porals, the diligent, hand ma- 
o keth rich. He that makes. no. Preparation, he fore hand, 
„What he ſhould ſay, to his people, tempts God to come 
e out of his ordinary. way to his aſſiſtance, as 5 that trufs; , 
„ wholly to his own preparations, makes age 4% his gifts.” 
« Theſe words: were delivered in. an ordination ermon, 
from Luk. 12, 49> 43s. where miniſters are Called eas, 
args ; and as ſuch they ought diligently to improve alt... 
the advantages which Are given them, to 4reaſurenp knows? 
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be 8705 of true miniſters, both in the jewilk and 


| ehr! lian church, always was to predch by faith... 2 Cor. 4, 


13. We having the /ame ſpirit of faith, as it is written, 

8 believed, and therefore have I ſpoken : ave alſs believes. 
. and therefore ſpeak. ET am ſenſible that many will own. - 
that when a miniſter has faith in exerciſe, he can preach 


better without gates than with them, who yet ſay, he 


ought to have them, becauſe. he may be ſhut up. Others 
turn off the text now cited to extraordinary times; While 
both of theſe infiſt upon Chriſt's promiſe, Lo J a For , 
alway, as the main proof of their notion of miniſterial au- 


thority. Such confuſed work do men make with the bible! 


One while that promiſe ſhall entail Chriſt's preſence to ſuck 


teachers as men have heaped to themſelves: and yet upon 


another turn, theſe ſame men are afraid he will xot be with! , 
them, and fo have ſought out inventions, to get ent win. 
out him. Fins brings us to ſpeak, = fo 8 
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E. are often told chat they aubich preach the AD, 45 

35% W {ould live of the goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 14. but as 
— often, as many have read this text to- others, AF 

X's er it ſeems as tha' they had never yet read it fo 
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They which preach the goſpel ſhall live of the Taw g“ 
yea; andi:not tle Ia of God, but by, the /rw of nan; and 
however pious the perſons might be who firſt made the 
law; T*think the: evidences that have deen before exlu1- 
bired, prove that tlie law in it ſelf is of fuch a nature, as 
that which 'wereal of in Plal. 94. 20. For tho ſome may 
think that thoſe billing of goods, and haling men and wer 
men ſo priſau, which we have ſeen, is only ap abuſe of the 
law; yet à little reflection may convince them of their miſ- 
take, and that che / of it carries thoſe things in its very 
nature. The great deſign of the law, is to make all the 
inhabitants of the town or pariſh, pay what the rulers * 
is their part towards the incumbent miniſtets ſupport; vi 
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the natural language of all that ars attached to that way 
is, „ If others are not e te do their part, 1 will not 
«© do mine, and where all the people love to have it fo, 
they may get along without ſuch open biolence: but when 
any happen to be convinced that the way is Wrong, and 
ſo will nöt give what is required, they are naturally led 
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to tate it hj force. God ſaid of the priefts, who | raQiſed 
ſo formerly, that their /n was very great, 1 Sam, 2, 16, 
17. And how vain is it, for men to ſay atherwile of ſuch 
e 1 1100 1 CEP 
„ Many plead in this caſe, that promiſe tothe church, that 
Kinks fhall, be her nurfing Fathers; and Bucent het nurſing 
' others, ©" But what an odd ſtory would it be, for any to 


was to be provided in the wilderneſs with coltly materials; 

tho” the great lawgiver, could infallibly. have preferibed 

each mans part by law, if he had been-pleaſed fo to do; 

yet he took another method. For. Moſes ſpake unto.gll 
_ the, conzrezation of the children of 1/rar! fay inge, 8 
. the 1bigg which the: Lord commanded; faxing; fate :ye from 
Aung gu an of ering, unto the Lord; whoforuer is ea 

willing heart, let biin bring it; an ufiering of the Lord; gold. 
5 Alven, &c. Exod. 35. 3. 5, So when the tende was to be 
built, David appeared as a nA blen in Jſraeh,, and 
det his af ions the ms od, in luch a manner, 
| be A | that 
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tell of very lind parent, who manifeſted fuch a tender re- #1 
gard for their children, that they would 77 one child of 0 
his food, or caſt him into a dungeon, to uphold another in 3 

- grandeur: 1 Power mult be exerted in families” or king-. Eu 
doms teire/train one perſon or community from 727 Ing "i 
another ; but nothing can bring any to act Arig ht in the | 
 perforqiaiive, or ſupport, of divine workbp, hut Tight, aud 
truth, © Hence when the place and furuiture For worlhip, di 
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= e ep e mw . reproach ch and. Wrath "which" | 1s 
my 58175 on the he; athen. 25 So when deſtrüction was Uebla⸗ 
1 of old, as EEE upon a proud” and ar“ people, 
92 er the metaphar of a ſweeping tempeſt,” che Jede al 
| men that 77 them. laid. hen therquerfiowin 1 pull 
_ _ faſt "Fro", all not come unto us ; for aue 1 
IN "#Br © refuge Fi 2 under {allh»od have. awe hid our ſelves, 
=_ x herefore after ſpeaking. of the /urg foundation which be- 
lever, are built upon, the Lord ſays, Fudgment 0 l 
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ts the line and e. 4% the plummet, qui the hail 
hall fue away the refuge. of. lies; Kc. Iſai. 38. 1415. 
* And as men often' Es a wocl of ſuch warnings; the'prg- 
a3 vhs in ver. 22. fays,, New: therefore * "be ye. wor 2296 4% 
. 4 r you? bangs be made firong. 09. DB: 
3 Mr. Fiſh i inſinuates that tis our 700. which move 5 155 
* deny cheir way of ſupportiug miniſters, and ſays, 
e he lord of conſcience. judge, whether tis not ee. 
1 N eſs, {accompanigd with wil/ulneſ7 and. Of ele, ll 
＋ 5 ounded on e e N . 1 ce, that 
2 "494 1. 
5 2 8 Kc 6 Kr 8 15 ge. 
5 ach v pig ovtdo Saul; kor he ee 72 By Key af one, bot 
, needs force their neighbours ta offer It is a duty in- 
— e apon all to'exhort and ir uf one another to very ga: 
£3 el pract ien, an aur ſeveral ſtations ; and many. v will tell us; | 
3 tis an indifferent thing as to the — of miniſters ſupport, if. a 
1 9 2 . the dy ty 1 but, performed: ſo Saul i in another caſe thought he 17. 
EY Wag per r farmed, the commandment of the Ford, becauſe he had 220 
I " Moy if all, es:cept the beft of the ſheep and oxen; and they were 
== W- For a e to Cod: and when he is blamed fer it, ne 
days ih people ſpared them. Take notice of what a. good deſign 
IP che had, to maintaia divine worſhip; ; and how fair his plea, wats 1 
8 ts T 29 was {ent upon was to deſtroy utterly t de 2 N 
5 1 „ and,tha',ox and ſheep were named in his orders 
i t his. rea on would f Jaye. © They art harmleſs (creatures, an 
© .3Þ Ng kürt can they-do, now after their wicked maſters are ain?” 
. N when, they are in Iſrael”, hands, who.intend-to wat ſhip | 


woc with them? Let our modern reaſoners. produce Hi ner pleas 
| jf they can, in the preſent caſe : yet notwitbſtanding Saul's ex- 

- " enſes; Samael fad to him, Bebel, i to obey is better an. 2 ce; 
aud to hearken, than the fat of rams : for rebellion 4 as th be in of 

abcr, and flubborpeſs ts as iniquity and idola try : ; 

thou baſh de the aword of the Pre he hath alſo 55 2260 

— being King, 1 Sam. 13.125 ang 45523 —23. True, 

+ '* tenee" reſpects the manner as well” 8 :4tter of the _ jand | 
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here the word is expreſs in both, tis reid ting the. pee v 
dau.on't attend to both, and our conduct (e ſpecially if we, you. A 
17 better) is rebellian, inſtead of obrdienee, and ſuch worſhip : 1s Wo: 
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for hereby we are ſtigwatkzed in"this world 75 While the tei: 
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; 8 Wr tC N oi 
2. In the face of this reference: Gelbe gear edge, he. 
has judged himſelf, that we have!“ forfeited our honor, to 
2 8 1 * a . r A + a 1 WY, „ 
«ſave our money,” and if that is degided, What then ie 
tft, to the other Judge unleſs it be What ſpirithal ages 
uſed toſrefer to the ſecular arm, viz, the execution, of their. 
) ſentence, ang infficting of puniſhment upon, ſuch as Wer. 
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3. Here is a falſtwod in the face of his bill, for he chars 
ges us with breaking civil covenants,” whereas, we have, 
no contention with him about 4% covęenants; the pgint 
ware upons is the ſapport of re/ig;ous ab p., "The fer-. 
ings of the people, out of which they who minſſtred at - By 2 
altar. were fed, were as different from civil contracts, as 
their own haue, were from the leinple. Covenants which 
are contrary to God's word, ougbt not to be kept, id 
Herod's\coverfant or oath excuſe him in taking off Jabn's.! 
head? Bat” How ate theſe covenants made, thatste hond 
forfeit” dur hondur in breaking of them? Anfwer; che 
1% jvr ity" 6f a town or pariſt votes, to a candidate a certain. 


kum, to come and be their miniſter; and let them after + - 


ever ſo, much, the candidate rarely takes up withthe enn 
much, the candidate rarely takes up withthe pits © 


propoſal, and tho“ tis often ſaid by miniſters; that the l 
of ther people is te call of God ; per tis commanly this, 
v#ldly ſam that turns the ſcale,. Phis is too evident in 
our land, to make a jeſt of; and it has produced the fame 


olfects here as in the other E7p/avd, where the exgelient 
Hervey eried out with his au e aleo 
_ *** miniſters negleck the charge af ſo Kind a Saviour 3 πσ 
% upor-the great, and hunt after dwerldly pre ferments with = 
* fo much eagerneſs, to the diſgrace of our order:? Theft, 
<< theſe are the things, and not our poverty or e 5 
** which render the clergy. fo juſtly contemptible ts che 
85 worldlings.” At nne ee, ͤ $7200 2 3 
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Ungerſtanding of divine rule ; thoſe minitters have been 
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= mx of Angel, had Pesch ger 
uo _dfihfat church, a confiderable time, tylheboy. thought: 
proper” to appoint 4 meeting to ferk for diyin directiom 
proceed to the:chaicetof a paſtorp as they might 

hade clearnefs; and there happened tobe ſeverab other! 
teachers preſent, dne of which, when the queſtion was afked? 
abbut, avhat ſhould be the method of prooeeding n chooſing 
a paltor:? * Anſwered, that if — ohofr lot, they 
ſhould declare it. Butelitele if any reply was made there- 
to; and oo afteß, 'this man fell into a ſtrange frame, and 
then made the declaration which Mr. Fi ſpenks of: which 
ſtruck a viſible damp upon che aſſemblyd as being an \unexs 
perteu thing, and none coneurred' therewith. And the reſt 
of che day was ſpent in worſhip; till in, ot nearthe event 
a "hon fore of the church got into a labour with one 

off their Brethren, upon ſome of his moral conduct, hic 


they judged mot to be agreeable to rule ; and at lengih he 
was ron ht to confeſs it, Which gave as wifible a quick 


=_ 0 their minds; as the other declaration bad adamp:s 


a leading brother i in the church being much- overcome; 
deb old of Mr. $1irh (who was expected: before ta be 
their mniſter) and told him he was the man to go before 
chem; And all concurred therewith and he was ordain- 
ed Dec. 10. 1746. and he miniſtred in word and ordinan- 
ces tö chem, 'til the ſpring 1749. Then he went off 
and left his flock; for which, after various labours with 
him, he was; by the advice of a council, excommunicated > 
on Jah 20. 1750. as Ihad the account ina letter from a 

member of the council ſoon after; which letter is now be+- 
fore me. Three or four years afterwards; Mr: «Smith res. 
turned and confelt his fault to the church, and they for- 
gaye him. The man alſo who made that declaration, has 
alſo "ſeen, clearly fince. how die was impbſed upon then, as E. 
have reaſon to think,” from the aocount he gave me of it 
ſo ie Tears ago. Fre. e TE FEET: 4 e ISLES? 


This is the true Nite ebe affairs, as may be proved « 


ar I. leave the reader to make his: on remarks. But O- 
New: England L New-E nian hither: art thou fallen + 
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Ones it could. be faid of thee that, No man becatfie u 


ce e, or communicant in thy churches, until me had 


been ſeverely examined about his regeneration, as well as 


40 e cke, and if any miniſter did miſbehave himſelf, 


5 en heard of A it, and became eicher a fenitent, 2 * 
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eee ese *:Yetnamtboſtwboare makingiſomg! 
imperfect attempts, dne b e e Taha 
'thas poblickiyytigmb tid by ons of hy; . hoe: g 
lemniyideelares he de 3 En ven to draw. 
their che td (heilifo;,porhnt repay þ dale d, Þ41 30 
Yet is; hehas mit ted tauã Aretat Ad Ine guriug, 7 — 
have often n been given out fromthe; pe ö in 
andwhich have not been fufficientiq detecgeg to che 
q will take: this:;occafion to correct chem. 4} ph 930 cbt 
In order to ſhewithe dreadful tendency. of ſeparatiens, 
miniſters have often mentioned, Mardi daughter chat, was 
taken from ber Hubpahd. n Jebn Smits hs wife who was 
poiſoned with ratte hane. The fact. werg thus; 
had met with the bepurnteg in tegel T, . 
and had preached to ſueh as would hear him; hut fxx 
Was receved i into their church, * 3 had babe 7 LO 


who did not lite conifortably with h ethers f aki; 


length:#ard took a fanq tliat ſhe. — he gat, 
an qiand-0 took her away, and gave her HOP 
now tho heewas not a member with. them, vet me ol ft 
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brethren in HH ονðͤ7h went as neighbours, and Iahopr. | 


red:to-conyince him of his error; but he a 
and in the event was forced to leave his co 
Smith Was àa member of Mr. Pain 4 church in 

but after a while he declared that *twas reyeal, 12365 0 him. 

that ſuch a woman was to be bis wife; and When hg. was. . 
queſtioned upontit, he ſaid he did not pretend 5 AWAY; f 
the wife he then had, but, providence would. tak e 1 5 250 
of che way. „This appeared ſo dark that the chu cal 


led him td acrdunt for it, and the paſtor, (as he told me wy 


murder in its nature j but he; would not hear th 
and therefore was cut vu. And three ar fo 

ter, he vent to an dpathecary at Norwich, ANC 

rat ban; with which 'twas ſuppoſed, "ihe * 1 5 
a fanoy': for, porfontd his wife; Tar, ht were tried 
at Windham county when (as L was, 5 dibly TK. 
took off ſuch as were: daten from. the iury asd, to the, 
aſtoniſhment of many were-acquitted ; an e th Fo 
were married together, butlived aad di ek mi lerably, l 


openly told him in the church, that this: 8 
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Tie in Dr. Sofia Mather 2 it es cited ** D. 
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r expreſſing his fear leſt 2 nay moſt» that preach ian 
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the open ſtate of thoſe. fads; and yet the have been caſſ 
a inthe ; der ee one e de Ae theother, 
WE EvidenGy of the Bad tendency of their t puff U W 
** However! this i no new 2 tis an old ſtratagem of 
Fa ra aße the Hern but te Cy the poet of godlinej7, 
from who en We are required T0 4432 divay,” Bee n 
5 refartierin Germany ) who but a mad man would 
wo! ar Ebriſt with the Fuilt'0f Juda, 3 or blame" the 
W . es and the godly preſbyters of the eharch at Ehe- 
Js r that . of their \ own fetver' there” did ben arile 
ee pe ling Derver ſe things ? 1 HOU 1.913. 410 
Now reader thou art fo judf © for thy ſelf. I have Joined | 
Mirae with Mr. F; e e chute of Chriſtin which 
* his Tpirit dwel ls, has never been 2 bitter; ferce; reverges 
1 Fall, s Per fecuti church: hut the reverſe.” And he Has 
edel All Bis Tui g in an attempt to prove that the 
ſtandin . re have that ſpirit, and that che ſep, parates 
Base the contrary character. And he has advaneedir as a 
principal evidence of their not having the'ſpivit's Chit, 
"Thar Ten 1 endeavoured to draw off every true Ch,. 
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1 and won hade left a congregation behind "ther of no- 
thing b but kyprerites and grateleſs per fonr”'" Nhis is 
Probe to prove that they had not a #714" and ehuriiable 


Pirit. . But if he had reviewed à text that ſtands as A 
bis title page, which calls him to vel ſutt en 
An Thad obleryed that the rule given to meaſure thę 
and Jalbien of God's houſe by, with the geings but and 
e in thereof, is, that, The whole limit thirvoFrintd | 


oF Gout ſhall be, usr HoLyY : bebold, rig t the Jade und. 
2 


ſe... Ezek. 2 10— 12. And alſo had taken notice, 


that the terms given to another Prophet, upon which alone 
"he ſhould be God's mouth, were, Tf thou take forth the per- 
£0us from the vile. (Jer. 15. 19.) And that the holy 22 
_ exprefsly commands us in the new teſtament, to Ga 
and be ſeparats from unbelievers ; and to turn. away Fram. 
thoſe who have the Vorn, but deny the pdnver of godlineſs. 
2. Cor. 6. 14—17. 2 Tim. 3. 5. If he had duly obſerved, 
-thefe röles, how could he ever have cha er Adtigg 
upon I hem, as the fipſt evidence chat thoſe who ade ſo, had 


not the /3jr57 that indicted them ;; but that they had an 


5  wnmerciful ſpirit becauſe wats would not go with! kim and 


1 . 3% Neat 8 


- others: in-a contrary way? 
Indeed the other text in bis Gas! page; N (Thy: are 
alt Ifrael which are of Ißrael,) plaigly points us to.the ray J. 
3 2 118 fie as 

® Chriſtian Hiſtory vol. CY Pr 21 445 500 found 212.4 2 
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Neo 0990. dv 122115 i194. bg 1 ths 315 
hat; theſe miniſters ; get. al; oüg in, ge the 
hey confound. Moy itution or t the jewath, and e 5 ti 
ehnrah. together; and uflle and ißt from 1 ! | 
| otheraas oceaſion ſuits: and then cha Eno 
guiſbing between.the vifitle, and in bay 755 e 
allow that the invifible church 2 575 2 
born-which are written in beaven; b..1. they 
would: Rave the vi/ib/e .chure 1 ance- more. z 
and fly. to the Feu, to pareb es, ane to herren ig ups 
port their notions; . Whereas: the proper action 2 
is the making a at. was before invi, Hole; hence 
ſays: Pauli avith the — * mah believeth ; and with the mo 


"care of de. i 1.4 . Of cht is 
par Jvifibly — is i ff ; fy + Mig accuſe | 

others with, not iltinguiſhing things, farm og! 

ofas dun Iſai. 29. 1 5105 4 670 


S. e. The only reaſon why any B de e Fouls ; get 155 
"is. the yilb church, is nat owin to Ane rele, bur to man's 
imperſe& ion. in acting upon it. 85 lende old Mt, Shepherd; 
in anſwer to f chis 1 % Bo not h ypocrites,. 5 no 
4 tytie miemhers © Chriſt rech in?” Ik % yes: I 
they could huge been knows to he ſuch, th ey Ou ht me | 
apt eu; and when they are Anown, they are erty. ” 
be caſt out. Mat. Ae . 2 Tim. 3. 5, Rev. 2-120 
„Tit. 3. 10% f. This is the e of one of the fa 998 
1 who, compoſed the congregatioiial platfarm : and 3 
nat of à ſingle member. in all our churches, who could = 
| | heactils: ſubſcribe. thereto. ; 3 and a principal Faule of-our 
ſeparation Was the apo/tacy. (as I have {lewn of thoſe WH 
till uſurp that name) from theſe principles, eben ſo Yar as 
to ſay by ward. and practice of the church, What Chriſt 
fays of the avorld ; Let tares and abet greu together, 
And-þecauſe we would not. j Join, wich them in this . | 
_ #8:4ion:of our Lord, they have . N 
—— Qnce in e N 41 5 "Me 
392d 7 Fo: 5584 "7 1 A « — . 


© Mr. le? b ot Salem; csg pad. of Br. as Gftinpuih- 
ing between the etruni adminiſtration, and interna eflicacy.of 
decovenant : und he ſays, . A. man may l be in the covenant 
2 — in reſpłct ot i its vit te admini ration and „et he 
5 may not be in the 3 I grace 12 r AS Tparitual 
.o = tio N . is is the e all % bype= 
E _ jb eps 72 he all ths place in the covenant . oY can 
3 N ke has got 5 ee ch luldfen.. 38 n. 
to Sill, p. 248. 


f. His fund of e religion, p. 29, 4 22 


A 1800 
8 Wy 11 8 At. 542 
7955 any: P nu 2nd FE 2 


e of 
1 85 is . 


ed ku pop the 1 5 A 
ger and, Hannalas, were carri * AWAY.” 2 5 Ws 
heme. of cen/ounding. the jewiſh and chriſtian diſpenſation 
gether," "Paul. ted, them to the Jace, becauſe they 
i 1 5 nor Aprigb, according. 16 the TRUTH of the. gaſpel. 
ould not give Place by ſubjeftion, PIT A for an our 
KY + $11, 14, Jct our refuſing ſubjeckion, and; openly; 
ww 5 177 1 after ere © Hh 
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155 deer HW the 1 0 grown, 1 and A 


A B old Tort in the pref ſent; At 297 
« | Spe. 


to own, that the _ op ae e, onfid fra ofa good ferns | 
Per and behavior ar ow; yet after raking up | 
many of the ra/he/t- 8 he could Aud in former times, 
bears, Whatever prod things they have among . | 
„they have them not 7«ſepatates,;; The things that 1. 
& have _y ou of above; are their charaderifticks. 2 P. — 
He RTE, does ! LOWS, for. Wi | the e 
« god N 14.70 Fs had d wrou ENTERED 
an evidence Fork im; 1 7 ſaid, (ave Go 2 
How that this man, is 4 r funer, John 9. Res PAY naw, he 
implicitly ſays, grue > 15 8 1 for © her lays, 55 Kae | 
not one e Ee or fra . that is agreea- 


FER Able to the goſpel, k but w at + they 1 in ons. char. 
««-ches;® P. 113. S | 
CLAS. * d 8 8 74 "ria oY n 
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Ht tn ae i. Eo lame purpoſe: yet 80 A Abe 15 
ſta nee'fs nee of the re of any 970020 methods Oh, our 
nde; no e much as to Feſtue an 0 f thoſe per ions dr Soods, 
nor to eg upog any for fuch injuries. Not unto u 
not unto us, but to God s name alone belong ide Slo | 
that we have been 2 kept. One of Mr. F Frese 
proofs of the ſeparates having 4 bad'ſpirft, is Ae raſh 
expreſſions a "poot irh uſed, towards him at an _ordina» 
tion, whith' he ſays others did not rebuke him for: but 1 
could Have balanced them expreſſions with raſh aticy 5 1 
bis fide!” Por at a ſeparate ordination in May 4788 
county fown, after à age was erected for the perform Irmir 85 
the work upon, and one of our elders had begun the wor 
Thip*6P God, he was violently pulled down; and the fegt 
torn ti pittes; in the preſence of the high” Sheriff ; one or 
more Mice "of the peace and the pariſh minifttr, who al- 
together did as little to check it, a8 our leaders did in he 
other eafe + aid I could Have balanced all his accounts a 
that 2 But I have no liking to that method: I OU 
rt the honor of God, that in later years many | 
dur war Have acted worthily in their places, to check and 
_ reſtrain: fact abuüſes. And ſince Mr. F. grants taz thi 
SSparütes are now} very peaceable, kind, 'obliging good 
rs? ”Ptis.a' public: ſhame to him, and e 
brethren That rr bees let them live fo. 
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3 re eotruptions of thi Preſent ans; 1 apf - 
= X hend had not been” opened -and teſtified again 
V. as they ooght, which cauſed me to Ee beg a 
. SRL, upon them 7 but baptiſm has been fo often trea⸗ 
ed upon by better hands, that T had tho'ts at. 
ai EYRE 2» £5; + 446-25 A = N F F . firſt, 
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| 38 emarks upon what „ 5 
MAYS: 


n ne hunt 5 Was yd 


* Hirſt of pail over what Mri Fi ha 


Is ep V's . 
d upon. ity hoo 
*wotice': Bü: for ſeveral rea ſons N altered. my 


and cone d to make a dener 28 0 ks 
"BbokiaH; ' + cent oil; e: nc 
Aud the frſl remark L fall make. is, har.” our, = author 
takes che method whichimany; hay: done; before him, and 
dLeies fiyſt to ame peoptes natural e dd, Ihe | 
pretty certain to get his\argipment with them ; for be fax: 
„The church . always ford of her i Fr; can 
e now, without r indulge the; zought, "he, that 
e Chriſt kat eaſt them off, ol chat 115 228 15. become” 
4, cruel as the!Gftrich;”: p. 28. An ent a 
Whole page in: nee en 855 then #8] PRs fair 
el ly arguing the points:“ bub if che. ae is gained, 
7 [thatths' baptiſts principles; ers fer ri, eral, 0 roam 


ran, be teft lor argument in tlie affair ?. for, w der- 
take to diſpute for ſuch ; principles, San 1 pre- 

A tends Hindneſi and not cruelty in his inticeme _- — 
21 It. is dtrange: to ſee how great and: good Leut ve been 
% Blinued hy thirſtratagem. Pr. Mater tell us, that Mr. 
Einar publiſhed an anſwer to Mr. gent! 1 5 77 and 
began t with theſe lines, vie 5 The | 1 5 A” 
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318% Woite of a nk; andL think. kg 20 dr 15. £2 
4 Y | _ 2 lion, 
amb. 
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Ee eſident of e 2 5 gech che laß 
5 prineiples in 1653, and. , | thought himſelf under Tome 
obligation to bear his teflimony in ſome: ſermons 5 
* theatminiſtration of apt iſin 10 en Whatio 
* * Mitchel, after he had been to: tali 8 5 
that iteauſet him to ſeruple jnſant {ties ich 
2 . Made me Har to go:ncedleſly 40 | A Ir-1 
. thought I found a venom and gi ſan. . 9 0 
SA bn efron. againſt p.edo:bap tin.” . ' 
imſelf againſt ſo great ne he fays, < 1 12 
4s ſo on Mr. Huter, princple, Er hogs an ar- 
* gument; able 40 renobe a mountaian; before ould re- 


J eib Yaiyh 2: id 97 OY ape 
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| Ales life p. 37. 5 Mitchel 5 life j p. 67¹ 7 ibid * 


= in with ſome Iimpreſſion, and left a ſtrange confuſion 


x ET 5 iti my ſermon. It was not now. time 
5 Foes 1 Ta given myſfelf to chat ſtudy, the me I 
. 2 = rg Baprifit der nor theſe eee Wetken into 


ö 8 s, bat by means of talking with a great and good LY 
wy Atl, 'S; whi Ach TH not to be ĩn the right; time in: the 
5 week, bor too net the Gable, and that tbereſerg þ6-was, 
ces e, that he v 


vl ; ing t at. Old prattice.” If ® baprif ſhould talk ſo, there 
. again conven, that'cauſed fach- en 
* _ MirchrP+"Life p. 72 eib ea Mfr 


= Ne dying "_ * OW 
Tx? A bidi. uf 1 9 0 1 Mik: e 1 | 
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e Noc ,. 


2 FD or Ber 4 truth or practice, received 
80 — 2 ho did he know hat he Was 
47 25 176. truth and not for it We have his 
3 Une m on | 
unſter's, Dee, 24. 1653, he fays, 4. After Lame 

*, f AY Thad a ſtfange 3 Liound hurrying. 
1 g tions againſt: pwdo- baptiſon, and injsc - 
10 a and rhoug r theotherway: might 
$©y0t, be ri ght, 1483 In A ar bapts/m; an anvention, of meg: 
20 aid whether: Tight wich good conſcience-baptize chili · 
| © dren ant the like?” And theſe thoughts were darted 


and p ref ny 


ane Selle ae; my ſpirit. Vet methought, it vas Wl 
not Hard to diſcern that ehey were from the- ô 

= a 1155 Veeauſe they were rather in ected, hurrying ſug- ; 
7 15 s, than any deliberate thonghts; ur bringing any” 
Fe Tad, "Row. "'"$52141y; 'becauſe:they wers unrea-' 
: a OTPOE me in my ſtudy far che fahhath, 
pirit” into eonfufian, ſo as'L had much 


mAtter ; but when in the former part of 
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73G, Wes clear and rational light aw. for 


0 8 8 SN ie 5 ; 

9 chi Way have paced for good reaſoning wick ma- 
17 Jet Would 4 zapriß miniſter own — had very 
fel pled, whether: bis way: was right or net, hut had 
ES "Jerupler were from the ev one, becauſathey 
rc arten ded: with” Confu fro and Jartneſ7, rather: chan de- 
bane in his mind; and did not come by his on vea- 


hate an argument able ie ramove 
2 e he would recede from a pcie which 
ad been. Feteivel' as truth among. his faithful fathers, Al- 
5 that he Was Fear ful 7 f going near the gen tleman wh 
en i firumentat' of akin his codfidenee* concern - 


would be enough re ready to telt him, that it was his 2 
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I gind the truth of that word ib che preſent caſey for L 


5 that I had 
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5 Nell upon bor dhe Fiſh 


168 


es in ie wibd : and Ve ſhould" Becel dire wboarciths 


ptiſts being du in their w | thats we huve done yet! 
; cee eh Year , why Se at 
hivwths heart of A 


raviger, Jering ye eee 1 land EA.. And 


hays! gone thro? the ſame hureyin rand darling, upon':t 
it, - -which Me. Mitchet * ſcribes, | and thought once 
got alear of it, in he ſame way ; ànd alſd felt 


the like /ear-of diſputing with others upon it, that he. did: , 


Neither was it an creature that ſtopt me at laſt, from ge- 
ing on in that Way, Nocbüt in my retir ed hours this queſti - 


on was put to my conſcience,” ( believe} by. him who 
rade me, Where is it, and in what relation (50 theniſible 


church do baptized infants tand, who are not regr uf 


* fed This I. Was not able to anfwer; * Fox it Was. A ſet: 
Mr. Mitrheli 


tat note but neui bern ſouls ought: to come tothe Lordss 


Supper ; and yet hapti/in is the Grit-ordidagice/in a chriftian 


Frofe fon, and his notion of a middle away, „between the 
church and the world; L could not juſtify: ſo that I found 


"the meuntain to he on the other fide of the queſtion jo and 
il Nr: Hooker, or any others gould- Rave hel 


d m to an 
argumbut able to remove 1t, F- ſhould have”) ladly-uſed i it, 
rather than to be turned, a hout again in this affair but tho 
1 fought” diligently,” by-all means within my reach, far 
ewelve 8 or more, yet 1. never could end ſuch an ar- 
Stlamon ſays, The heart Kab welh ilk tr duni. 
DP” 25 Oy none but they who have"exp OS 1 
Fan fell What 1 then endured; and: imllead of e 
my brethier, they helped to increaſe the burden : for one 


VPould ſay, It was my littning to the Baptiſit, chat cauſed” 


all this difficulty : while andcher would be. as canfident 
hat it vas che ſear of” nen that * mg from mia ove 


Yeh in wi 


| in believers 1haptifim. 


Ws * 
I Often did I think of Fer works Wer your 


1 fouls. 19852 T could. heap avords, pon ou: T fee now chat 


the chief thing that held my mind ſo long in ſüſpende, Was 
not diſtinguiſbing as. 1 ought between men, and. the; rule: 

gel. For when I look'd into che 9rd, I could read be- 
lievers bapti ſm plainly, and nothing plainly of f bringing in- 
fants thereto ; but when I turned td look among mmm,” 10 
many g ones Would be brought 1 up on one fide;' and da 
ones on the other, and I ſaw ſo much of a wrong "per 
in 2 — brethren who had come pobjatelys 1h 


tat 2 min ap 
5 
> Bay 


anf aye 
on, an omg 
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b TI, la ene 
See Hines gs 1 ptiimg” 
er point in religion... 0 e 
has targht t me the vaſt e ee of diyide.,caution, 


— whichiwehave, againſt/4dging {bc golen ſali of etberiibearits. 

What! they lay and do, We ayg.awarfant, to Ju | 
and to lahbur to conyinge: them Where e think they a 
in the wrong: bat t& charge, them wit being bia/e by 
corruption, if they don't profenly welds Sur,argumnents.s, 
abit; is 4 violation of the lazy of. God, ſo ns tongue: gan 
expreſy.alh the de Which A e c God's 
People, i in all ages, And, this admitting er for pi 6 5 
pur rule, is the. grand ſource. F l gemi nasians $198 
earth)” . For wherever this.. enemy. Ereeps, in, among 
deriomigations; it moves, miniſters. and people 70 e 
thoſeiwhordiffe F- from them, and, to have n men's per; 727 
admiratimn on Their own ſide, becauſe ae edugytag 2 8 4 
itmot this enemy which Gaawareg moyed Mrs f L xp 
Hays r he uud a venem and poiſon in the prefidents inf 

i ations,” Whew his - church were 10 t vehement an 
- Gfymlent,? 2 againſt Mr. Dun Har; as to proeprp e 
both from the cellage and from the tow, he. could d ſee. th 
evlithere; and told his brethren, „% That ys. 55 Fiekhs 
and def heat weuld be. hetter;” for he. 1 his 5 12467, 
to beat? rh and a gad man, p. G8. Has al Mi: 55 
ar fallen intò au 51 afterward, is it 205 a5 5 8 ny 

ſhould: have ng of, 12 & as we have of, of. 


9 85 yo Wb 74 3 . >) \=0tf" 
8 Fhe part of the Popes, creed i is the; e IE 4 

FE : the; 28 he takes olf from truth! 18, ey the 85 | 

apoftolical tradition rand. the next article bes 30 iſe "wor 

. vie. 3+ 1 do admit the —2 feriptutes in the ſame enſe rs 

hs ply m ther- church dot -whoie * huſineſs 16 10 

trübe nſe and interpretation of them; and Iwill CEN 
e them according tô the unabimous conſent of the f 1755 

| & Gordon" 7. ; geography”, in bis deſeription of tlie- religion 

e- 177, 4505 ußun theſe: f pillare, ſopported:. bp 

praver..;..  Fhole fabric of /# uperflition, which: FCAT 
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155 


N thoufands, wha ade 495 Hier 17 ah be pro 725 72 : 
Fapti/ 


X gear Fe gi rafant. 
75 5 8 ist; 1 2 haye af B 8 ned: 2 0 33 
Mer, calt as a reproach ypos tho rho have no fire 
concern with them ben their erat Fs wh df 4 4 
Ae, Babel. lic 01 4401 
1 Nr. Fiſb proc: ls. with 150 le caution, WW n, he b 
£ to mention the preſident who, ſucceeded. tr. TY 


flar, in order to.thew. what regard the. Ancient, 5 
Plymouth had for. learnings he. in; he. * | 


reat nains 

% they took to obtain the learned and eminent Mr. Charles - 
% Chauncy (afterwards: prefident, of e Us | 

"94 Whole ſettlement with. them, they were ppointe 

, 82, But he never gives the leaſt hint, 9 bhe only, rear 

. for his not. ſertlin theres (io 2 

e is gut of) is, chat he apti{m; or 40 


-% be by. dipping or ply ing {he — body, 17125 e 
91 Which appeared ſo heceſſary to Mx, Chauncey, c « .he dig 
ternet ſes light to ſettle in 2 church wherg ano > Prac- 
950 Nr e, tho' he had liberty to act g 20h 
0 n mind. # This account of what was act ed bat S1 5 
Beſten was ſettled, wopld not 15 for;c s 
\ wat boring to prove, that the holding dipfing to 5 


oo 3 a neu notion We 32047 
3 „ ,peaple, If this be a fair uſe of f {carging,, bach | 
much of what. can he unfair? hows a 4 
er of Me, Fr excl 
has. ſpoken ſo much of the ſeparates. 191. | 


„abe ſe ys, What then is like to become of 1— a 7 that 
no th gur pious fore-fathers into „ 8 
e, che cauſe they. came Aeg 
ere 4 66. Werd 258 G 9h, ant firſt, hn, 


the » J. 5 x 
A | "A IO od 7 


3 * £904 di . 


FP." 


— 


abs N 2 ene 


| or bac le bord once tx Bug fe A. 163 


3:2Kf e e a. our cohntr 7 r telb people che da 
Ton fidence that ee are in A füfe te id 

"Aids ; And 1 "mult think- that, b they” Ire : 

not . CO a khemſettes but in this 6#ſe, 


bt," Grd 
5 Ti 77 5 . ſeruplet cbncerning in- 
x) Fn =o SOlbrs hey EH {0:that' ey may not 
195 the bible, to ſee whether this prineipleis right or 
. 5 Only to find ſome thing. t to pfede it to be f bt, 
a te & fortify thera ag Aintk che rent error; of tu 
kiſts. And if any are rave fil t go bn im. chat way. 
"op we their with Me able tovonvince then ofthe 
of ſuch conduct: but if any are defireusg to N hw 
bo D, we Halter, 1 world: give” ' theitra"few)nidte of 
10 in this: 'coltroverſy: Al 2113 2: p 
315. Na 


on our author's Hafner of handling 92 
2 79Y 90 by 14) C 
He allous the as A free aria er 
OT; ad that they eee 
A perſons Acbong ther,“ but ſays, d We F 163 e 
Are itt A grievous: error; as 10 the” mare an Witte 
6" berWeet e nd ar.” e repatts 
e Pride in here he wWönſck wadk Us tire 
fnölice kat, % AP in 8214 thrat the pronfiſe® 
ur 9 8 be the prömiſe 1 to&your e 
11 18, And r Mbh a5 heard the cl, 4 ant fatty (end 
152 5 ze e were baptized; and the fim ds 
id dhe, torts fach ar pould be ſaved. *' Ad there 1 got 
2 a word q 1 ot baptizing 20 but uch, in the ole eentekt. 
, 477 this wôind Put Pefievers ehren Upen © 4 
lebe e vurzen, whe” ale ſalt be ifterefted ity 
i= 155 pon Fe, Veſioving,®" p. % And indhe 
8 Nenad chat any Are intekeſted If the Promiſe ef n, on 


Acts ** 35 


of nr 1 0 ehe Fhe Haly "Chef, befide true 30, 
e 
* Pat n che CATE war ange e eurſe ee, lathe 
5 g of e ee e Jes, Yiroug 55 
Fett chi; that we might re POT Of the 2 
1 12 Fl. 15 e routes rhrd 5 5 and? 2 
„ 7 foe I fat A few veiſcs forward” Pau? Tays, 
2 5 arb red 'ALL* Bude” 5 Ls I pro- 

. Ie. e ro Yeni That Velfeve ant 601 

haprter wn fig Ar ye be Criſps, Tu ** Art yo"! Mra- 
. ee birt Iccb We Fo Tit rnit. Gal. 

14% 1% 22, 90. The PF], is of the g Fön. 


mls 7, we . Cant Lace; which is 5 received. atth x 

w Vain. then are 6 tel ace: 31 At e are hei eirs 0 
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; ihan the tree: 


| better claim to the. promiſe, r fuck perſons, d Was 
_ dhilicle in the way of their believing 7 1 Jeſus; and ſo Was 


Zeus in the fleſh, 


Ties away at firſt with this ſcheme ; yet 


: al ulla. N Ki t 


ung ſeting tn ;all 
' NEG BPR Jevel, in the ir natural tate, ista old. as chriſti: 
rhe very work; ofthe 27efenget,, who came 

ore.Chrill's: 3 to eus all aut ward. didinstions in 
A z and, nothing Was more oflenſixe 10, the eau? 
om which gur Lord. diſcoyc red towards pub: 
e Jeaus conceit that t. Negra A 


grand 


2 an Tuners; 2 and 4 


BE: zan that ſhut them: out ol the kingdom of, heaven. And 
1555 than this are;t thoſe doing, who, conceit that na-- 


Y birth, or any thing Acne by. creatures, gives Miemror 
EY - Fed, any. better claim tg. that kingdom. than other finer ; | 


Was taught. the pernigigu effects of that conceit, and 
herefore.engaged againk it with all his might, and. pro- 
to the, Romans, that both Jews and. G entiles were all 
u:; to the Epheſians, tkat, We. aitaete by nature 
he children PM wrath, EVEx 41 others ; and to the Calati: 
as Was alt obſerved) that 4% were. contluged under 
4 the promiſe might be given to them ihat believe. 
the very occaſiwn of his laboring as he did with the | 
e, was becauſe of ſome who dejired f to make. a fair 
by- introducing the zational. plan under 
briftian name: but tho' Peter and B Barnabas were car- 
t be avith feed them 
to the face, and ſhewed them that. this was building again 
Le thing which once they deRroyed ; which things he expreſs- 


f 7. Points out to be the difference between Jews by nature, 


nner of the Gentiles, Gal. 2. If. ba 
hat then ſhall | we. think. of Mr. x7 op who "*% 

at. the promiſe . remains in ſul] force to your children; 
« upon Jour becoming ch. e. 4 it did while Zeawvs 2”: 


NY 105 again that the 2 bel.c rler, ſecures, the bleſſings © of 


pe covenant to chi 15 7 in the fame breath . that it 
does. to the parent. . 100. If this is not baild-. 


s the uiddle wall. 77 partitien. between, the children 27 


rofeſſors, and ethers, I deſire to know wh it is. That wall 


Which Chriſt has broken down, (Eph, 214. J and, his apoſtles 
Beftroyed it ; yet men have got to but ding it again. Tos 


ich 


We are told, that *tis for very. ood ends too; one of w 


is to 4 children under ce the, Faithful author tive witch 


be and iſcipline of the church.“ P. 99. "Theſe" are fine 


wordt; 5, but what is there in it, in our day 1 mare than empty 


words ? They tell us of ſome ings © of this nature in for- 


mer tines, but now they are "Wy great Swelling Ws 


— 


2 


*& % 


£ ins in the fame page far“ Theguribh of . 
bfARSchurch reaches no fürther than to Her Henubenftes 


eis Mke to Become of the conſe that brought dur pious 
L fa MJ 3 EFT P 3 


Mes F. fays, ve not gnly deprive: our children of the cbut 


of the fleſh, is fleſh : marvel not that I ſaid unto the ye 


%. 


xs = Remarks upto het e n 


author's notion of /ecuring. theſe prilens to. children by 
an outward feal ; we have proof enoug our land, that 
it is not putting water on childrens | 790 1 will, either 
fecure their adherence. to “j,, , , or ſecure divine 
bleſſings to their anbelieving ſouls, 5 
Many, in order ts make out ſome Gogular, advantage 
to baptized infants, - will reach forward to another world,” 
and lay that if they die i in infancy 0 have good hope for 


WS &' £424 


. mercy of Sod. - 1 wiſh they would explain 
what they mean: if they mean his ſovereign mercy, I con- 
feis all my hopes for my ſelf, as well as children are deri- 
ved from thence. To ſuppoſe that the % r dome, upon 
the child, conveys Frace, is naked popery, and to pretend 16. 
of a difference in their future late as the certain con- 
1 Ps. of any outward performance of creatures, is not 
Tus pence better. * Some in our parts have lately. faid,: they 
18 could not pray for unbaptizedi iniwats; and yet. at the fame 
time pretend to be ſervants of him, who came to {eat and 
Ae that auhieh was lot. I don't charge Mr. F, wi ith this; 
only take this occaſion to teſtify 3 ſuch abominations. 
Others who are not ſo corrupt, fay we muſt do our duty t 
Our children, and leave the ęyent with God; but the d 1. 
eulty is to prove this to be duty. All mult; allow TOE ine. 
Fant baptiſm is not expreſed in ſcripture, cho many think 
it is implied therein; but we have ſound a very great Jitfe- 
Ae between the wb and chriftian. conſtitution; of the” 


hurch, and in particular as to hearing the racles of God, 
hat godly people have mainly fixed upon, as the advan- 


=: - tage of bringing children to this orginance i is, the abligati- 

den which tis ſuppoſed both parents ang: children arg laid 

48 under thereby... - 8 

ba, Mr. F. ſays, & Are not abs reins of family poverantent 
| W. and diſcipline, thrown tos much upon the neck of chil- 


"66 dren 
. 4 We ES, 2 LY intitled” 4 The bapti m of infants ; a. reaſonable 
Wi. -; << ſervice, founded upon ſcripture, and undoubted apoftolie, tradi- 
5 75 0 tion; which was. firſt printed in London, and has been 
7 5 lately reprinted 3 in Bofton, which many of our miniſters have been. 
"fond of. The author of that piece, gives it as his mind, that all 
| Who die in- infancy will have a ſtate of robation in angther 
40 „world, and that thoſe. who are baptized will have a better. ſtate 
"13H for trial than others. Here is a Sacrament, amon proteſtants 
. 5 partly on tradition, and a fiate is told FE in the other 
1 © world between bell and a fixed ſtate of bappineſs i in, jy ic where 
A infants are to have ee by Phat miniſters do. | Pats + bd * 
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bas hoe better fn apr. voy | 


* dren (chere being no covenant dh tp Bee chend de 


And „ is not not family prayer fadly negletted among the bap- 


e tiſts? and are they not commonly defective in their'rg- 
„ ligious obfervarion of the Lord day?” p. ror 
Anſwer, TIt* is to be lamented that theſe evils too much 
Prevail in all parts of the land, among all denominations 3 
but I have reaſon to think there i is a confidèerable refor 
tion, on theſe-accounts, among the baptiſts lately. Om 
— be much more ! A few conſiderations on family 25 


+, Which I thought duty to publiſh two years ago, were 


15 their deſire printed at Newport, and have been kindly 
received in that colony; for which I am bound to gix 
chanks to God. And 1 hope my fathers and brethren, will 
yet be more engaged by an agreeable walk, to cut off o- 
caſion from them who defire occaſion, and give evidenc 
te all, N er, * hee no natural 2 x: 


tea Flo en an engine to 1 Pester winde gd 
looking into their true ſentiments; whereas there is Do | 


more natural relation between thoſe evils, and our prince 

ple abot"bapri/57, than there is between true /ea#f5:7] Laab 

a haughty perſecuting behaviour; Which aye often b n per 

together on the other hand. 

1 Upon a cloſe vie w, I am fully ins thas b 

were greatly miſtaken in this matter, and the effects plainly 

evidenee it; for, 1. How often can we hear theſe children 
ie church akin remarks on the er "wut of pto- 

5 2 "0 2 +530 = 

E = 11201144 30.598 


„ „The fentzwents of our — bleiben in Eveland, hd hebe Had 
long experience in theſe things, as they were ps in A letter 


- of ' advice to their brethern, from an aſſembly, of 15 churches, 


met at Burton i in Glocefierfhzre Au 16, 17 5 I will give a 
i: it extract from.—* Take care 45 ſtretching Your family wor= 


*-ſhip to an unreaſonable length, or performing! it unſeaſ. ably. > I 
let it not be defer'd too late in the morning} left your” hearts 
ah cf ſhould be engaged in the hurries of buſineſs, and entan; gled 


"95 in the cares of the world ; nor put it off till-the laſt ching in 


& the evening, leſt vou ſhould be overcome with drowſineſs, and 


„ thus yawn out a prayer, inftead of groaning ont one. 


6 Be ſtrict in obſerving the weekly day of reſt, and not content 


L ed with attending upon public worſhip, let it be the ſabbath of 
IP the Lord in all your wellig : Keep your children and ſer- 


C yants mach ander your eye: infiſt upon their remembering . 


e ſomething of what they have heard”: put them upon 12 
c the Tae es ; What is above a capacities explain oth | 
Ws -- and cloſe t The uh 1 commen us pada. ad,“ * 
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ready to reply, I am mo prefer; plainly. e 


at 
their ohigabion to regard divine rule; depends on th ; 
act; for they naturally imagine thatthey have as good J's 
vight to act for themſelves ne, as their/parents/had to act 
for them in infundo. Paul, when ſpeaking to heathenr, re- 


minded them that wWe are the of7pring" ef Cod, and there - 


fore are under in een ſcble obligations to ſect him, and act as 


| dependent ereatures on him, i in whom be live, and: move, and. i 


zave our being. Act. 11 27. 29. And he urges on chriſtians, 
che importance of giving ore ear neſt heed to the things revea- 
led in the goſpel, from the conſideration of the greatneſs of the 


rhings in themſelves; the evidence they come with; the in. 


portancs of them to us, and the account we muſt give for them, 
or for our neglect if them. Heb. 2. 13. Theſe are ſtriking 
conſiderations indeed: but to fix the obigation upon an a 
chat is never expreſſedin the whole bible, has rather a tendeney 
to guard againſt conviction, than to cauſe a true ſenſe of duty 
eſpecially if We obſerve, 2. That when people have à feu 

ou ide things, they: are apt to think that they are, zeither 


fafe, or in a fair way for it: which is exactly the founda* 


tion error of the Phariſeet, who were blind, becauſe they 
did not Fix sr cleanſe that which is iH, that the ont 


might be clean alſo. Matt: 23. 26. Many have ſeen the dan 


ger of this, who at the ſame time did not ſee how their. 
principles would lead to- it. Mr. Willard of Boſton,” after 
along diſcourſe upon renewing covenant; in the year 1680. 

wherein were included. parents and their children, yer ſays, 
2 To confide in theſe ourward.en joyments, as if they were 
<©/#eal aſſurances of God's complacency, is not Faith but 


gpreſumplion : And yet, ſays he; what more common 


er chen for the children of men thus to delude themſelves 
with ſuch opinions? To truſt in church privileges, as it 
er is the 2 dangerous, ſo it is the moſt "common miſchief. 
«and miſery of a people in viſible covenant: God calls 
it, to truſſi in Hing words, Jer. 74. Ad it was a ground 
* of the Fews ruin.“ p. 63, 64. What then are men 
doing, who would labour to get perſons into the church, 


Before They have any Proper evidence that "Joy Have ffs 


e in Chriſt 
r. F. appears a little more a of re Gig 


againſt the baptiſt, than againſt ſeparates,” He ſays, Let 
me be corrected, if I charge them wrongfully. Is not a 
1 learned; able miniftry, too lightly ſet by, and very. 
1 e p be dass. at en, . 7” P. 401. 
Anſwer, 


1 IO 


has abode; concerning Baptiſm. © 1091 


; Anfvenideveral who, have farmerlx ſent; their fhms-40 gh 
lege, have been diſappointed, as the gleng have 5 
ineans to draw them over;to-their, party; which. .— dic: 
ceuraged others from ſen ding their ſons, And the; baptiſty,.. 
in general haue been ſo much, abuſed, Hs thoſe who, boaſt 
of their learning. that tis nat ſtrange if many were preju- 
diced againſt ſuch men; yet they have had ſome that the? 
world. calls learned men, from the beginning; and lately 
have begun a college of their awn, Which bids Fair to in 
dreaſe ; „ but I hope they may never imagine. te conſine 
hriſt or his church, ta that, or any aber, kuman ſehools; 
for miniſters. 52 1 ai Bel 
In order to fhew how pacely. forniſhed 0 chung 
with teachers, Mr. F. tells a ſtory of his converſing With 
one of them, ho held that thoſe; words, Drinl ge a lofttgn 
proved that they muſt eat and drink 4p. all the elements: 
that are ſet apart for the Lord's. ſupper : and repreſents iz 
as the common practioe among our churches. p. 101. In 
anſwer to rhis. I can tell him truly, that I have been ac 
quainted with a great part of the bapii/in New: England. 
theſe 18 years, from Connecticut river to Piſcatagua; Nr 
I-never. heard of ſuch a gractice among any of them, ti 
E beard it from his book : therefore I leave. him to 8 
or corre his acquaintance, but I would have him 
mort learning, before He temp again to TEPTone ele 
he don't Kno Www. 2 qο1— 
Having given ſuch an account of che baptiſt, he Son- 
cludes, that many good things are leſt, and no goed ching 
gained by going. over to them, unleſs theirs is then en 
tural mode. U pon this he ſays, Let us imparita/ly. xX 
c amine the ſeripture.“ p. 102. And h e goes o νν. e- 
mine the text, that ſpeaks of our Lord's going ou e rb 
water, fo impartially, that he ſays; This text affords nog. 
e the leaf ſhadow of proof for plunging. peo. This 
coneluſion he draws: from Mat. 4. 25. and Luke 2.4. 
where the word apo, is tranſlated. from fr 
whence: he concludesmhat the other text means no more 
than m the Water. Now let us not jeſt with ſeripture, 
but we ll fuppoſe a critict, like our author, had, been at- 
New- London when he came there to get his bodk printed, 
and had aſked, Whence it came? and he had replied, From 
Stonington. 5 Then, ſays the critics, you have not been 
2 Il „ rms 1 oyigds 1 Ho be ron ed ebure 
e charter. for f nted. in K 1764, ie gene; 
The char t was granted. 2 Du 3 
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ges it as a forgery, there being 290 


: upon what Me Fin 


ne Ne 


* 


jute the ton. Ves, ſays he I came RD my h Bea in 


part of the town, - What lodgings, then, (ſays 
the other) have you by your houſe? for 1 Perseise Todi 
not come out of it, but only from it?: 

If chis he the learning which Mr. F. ehe ſo neh of, 
he is welcome to it all: yet after he has ſpeirt eight pageg 
in this impartial examination, (wherein he ſays, We 
*..chooſe the mode of /priniling'or waſhing as moſt de- 
cent,” p. 110% he concludes that he has made it 
** appear, beyond contradiftion, that plunging in baptiſm, 
1, is no ways eential: and ſays they are, fairly licen © 
* ced, even by thoſe: very texts (as they tand i in "the ori> 
"5; giaal) upon which they rely.“ P. 11I. 

I confeſs it might ſeem ill manners, to oene 3 ina at 8 


pute, after a pęrſon is fairly flenced; yet I remember they 


uſed to allow the Indians to aſk queſtions; after they had 
been preaching to them: I ſhall therefore take that liberty. 
And irt, 1 world afk this teacher how he came to adtas 
he ſays = learned enemięr, wha make a voc of the church, 
do ? whoſe language according to his own account; p. 176 
16, Lou don't ri ightly underſtand your bible: tis this 200 


«© ſo in the original; the meaning of this and that text, is 


sc not as you take it; but juſt the reverſe, or very different. 44 
He aſks. whether we muſt not run back to the Nanding 

eburches for help in ſuch a caſe ? I believe not; but I'wt 

tell him what 1 have once done. When the miniſters of 
Worwich and one from Preſton, joined and made ſome ad. 
dition to Mr. Dickinſon's dialogue, and got it reprinted, T 
ſent one of them to Dr. Gill, wha had anſwered the dia- 
logue before; but when he obſerved that they have added ig 
page 5, that « St, Ireuc us, who liyed aboutiia years af- 
ter Chriſt; ſays in his epiſtle ad Rom. lib. 75 „ The 
« church received i tradition from the apoſtles, to admi⸗ 
1e niſter baptiſm to little children or infants.“ Phe doctor 
ardered an advertiſement to be inſerted at the end of one of 


his books, wherein, after mentioning this paſſage, he chars 
uch paſſage in all the 


« works of Irenæus; and Dr. Gill defies” the above gen- 
«4.-tleman; and the whole literaryworld to produce or point 
t out, any ſuch paſſage in Irenæus, or apy book or chap· 

ter of his; of ſuch a title, in which this pretanded pal. 
«© ſage is ſaid to be. And with this, he ſent me another 
book, wherein he declares to the world, that all che Greet 
Lexicons which he ever aw make the primary ſenſe of 0 | 


ward Fa to be to %%; and to waſh by * 


1711 


FOR. that it neyer means to bas or Torinhle 1nd if there 
are any laxicont Which give a mee ne e Word z l 
dee they, may be pointed cu. 9452 
A ſecond queſtion I Would af ĩ is, note our Fabien and N 
brethren came td depattin his caſe, from the generakrule, 
ol interpreting obſcure places: by theſe which are plain ? It 
is well known that the meaning of words ig moſt plain, 
where they are uſed in their literal ſenſe, and commonly, 
but part of cheir meaning is refer d to; When nſed in 2 
figurative Nay. As for inſtance the-metaphor of a thief; 
and of an unjuſt, judge is refer'd to by onr: Lord, to —_ 
the /uddenneſs. of lis coming, and the prevalence of i 
| tunity : but what blaſphemer will dare to apply the w 10 
meaning of choſe words either to the Father or to the Son? 
yet in che caſe before us, all afts are wed to darten texts 
which ſpeak of baptiſin in the literal ferile; and then we are 
turned to places where tlie word is uſed in a figurative way 
in order to decide its true meaning. The everwhelnting 
ſorrow. ok Chriſt; and hif diſciples. being 2 — with the ko. 
ly. Ghoſt, are called bapiiſins; and Mr. would point us: 
only. to the aba or manner of its com ng, and not to their 
deing, flled. or pyerwhelmed therein, and then ſays, There 
„% Was Dathipg, in either of thoſe bap14/mr, that ſo muchas 
0 leok'd. like dipping.” p. 107, What ! nothing lile it Vi 
when in a plain prophecy of Chriſt, tis ſaid, The waterr 
are cc in unde my ſaul; — am come into deep! waters, 
here the  flaads. OVERFLOW ue, Plalm 69. 1, 2. Thus he 
7 85 what, i is in the bible; but at other times would have 
read What never was there : for in the ſame page he 
1 us to Mr. Dickinſon's dialogue, who in ſpeaking of 
. 5. being: baptized to Moſes, leaves out all the circum- 
anees of their going into, and coming ont % the ſea and 
having kde waters on each hand, and the cloud ober them: 
L ſay, he leaves all theſe out, and then tells us of . rain 
from the cloud, which the -bible-ſpeaks nothing of. 
Thus theſe men who are ſo much confin'd to what he 
have awritten, in their teachin g, can read: to the people, 
what Cod never wrote. in his word! ; IOW ** 
My third queſtion is this; Can they fine b 
chat God ever inſtituted an ordinance without ſewing the” 
manner how it ſhould be-perform'd.? will they ſay that 
Chriſt appointed the matter of che ordinance of the ſupper” 
to be bread and wine, but left the church to \dreree rler 
and. ceremonies concerning the manner of its performance? 


1251 initiation ordinance of the jewiſh church war a * | 
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hen 8 al 's baß um a Furidl?' / Ro30 1d, 4%, n 
1 5 85 ee 2 It is moſt ec ERA tüte 
N "NO refe rence At all to any particülav hee, GUO! 
5 RY: ordinance,” bftt (he tain” Wänffeſt e 
cow the 125 ds, I to ſheww us our ig by inn, 
-Unto 4 de to the death and refurtecgief of 
121% f and rifin again unto 1292575 2 
1 tis aa granted ar this is hi R6pes bud 
Mk poſe Kar learned Pal vad fuch esd Fit: 
as. tc u. © 747 without any reference-t6* the w¹?e-lν⁰ẽmn : 
72 5 Chaiman | people know, that when they h an, 
ey Bever expett'to ſee kim retiirf' tõ bis od was of rubs 
gain; and that-when they plant cbrgthey exp ec its next 
1 1 5 Ft "will de by a ned growth :' and HOW Ariekfn 
To Herze is the argument tö engage base bslievers 
ralk in ene e, 1/7? But nod, fortvoth, abt att: 
t „ ht *to apply the Wörck Bur irand- planted to bap- 
in, When /þ77ntle# and abi/hed, would have done às well” 
Naa ! fnch' advances habe men made in learning ines 


f m_ 


49 


40 


efore we leave this point, Troll d al theſe Fw of gene 
deve ow they came to know Which part ef che body they” 
Foul ply Water to? Circumeiffon was in a ftereis 54 * 


an T che of en tell us that baptiſm̃ comes in its off. 157 


2 In baptiſm; N Jeſus evaſhed;his diſciples feet but T* 
Go end that he waſhed: their Nes how then Gt ey 
Ca to know that N the act was baptiſm has . 
b aA d K N | Ho 8 


s Cruden's*Concordatce 3 oy * 


cd 
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47 renn ion does nor 


5 5 


its upon * | 


1. What do men mean b a2 oder 2 25 > 


| which 7 la, | Ani be Ges, that be Aden doubt 25 | 


WA ged nor 55 to treat 97 — vieh like tg: 


we Tead on, 
proved W that we are 
fairly filenced da, an 2 has warned all not to heat” 


us any inore: and what ſeparate or baptiſt in New. E# 25 


land, has dons Rote or ſ> much as this towards ui 

ing any other ſect Fhatſvever . ? ne 
Will he adchit any into his community ent chat 

they are baptized; or without they will conform to 


order; of kis chutch ? 1 believe hot. And. if we have f 8 | 


the fame liberty, where is liberty of conſcietice gone 


he thinks our conſciences are erronenus.;. we. 2 . Fi 


| perſuaded. his is {0-3 and wie are labouring to cotivince each 
other : and does not he unchureh us, as much as we do. 
12 Indeed he ives it in his preface, ns 4 great reaſon. ot 

his writing, that Jun thirds of his people have left bim : 


but. that only proves we have, been more ſucceſsfu-chan he 
has: atid does that excite his envy-? r | 
Hhods id in 2 þorty ought to. be expoſed. and condemned bs 


that is vi each fide have taken their. riirns to labor up- 

and has not one as good a right to do ſo as another? 

hoſe who creep, into bouſer, and re/ift the trutb, God ſays, 

1 unte a men. So that they 
; W 
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Nec pon a the truth, haye vaſt! the advanta e of tho 
Ang reſiſt it, and nee, not. AL 1 being unchu 10 rehed, b fs 
ther), And i is not our author foriewhat 9 870 ent 5 

Himſelf, While te i is tellin whar we maſt do to be c con ent; 7 
for he tells abundance 6 what awedk and Enorani teachers. 


| ve have; and yet anon. they are | ſo crafty that he durft not 


enture Nis people to. go near them, Jeſt the: mould be 
Becerved By chem. Therefore, 7 • Does not the core of all 
this. difficulty lie itt, this, that common people claim AF. 
95 7 right to Fd 1B ang a& for themfelves f in matters of 
ers or the leafned cltgy ? It has or 
of wiſdom and humility to appoint Tete, « who. 
more than we do, to judge and act for us and 1 it has more 


"t ” 


Than a ſhew of them, often fd dv.19 in temporal t in 57 : 


dut,in,r ligion it is a molt dangerous ſnare,” Fathers haye 
a right to ſee and act for their children in Ay, eaſes ; $6 
this matter Jeſus ſays, | call. No man your father u} 7 ſhe 
earth, "Mat, 27.9. An IP Paul ſpends à whole chapter er in 


He ſpeaks highly of the PE, of that eh, and of 1 | 
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C01 171 BTE in 5 hic is the i ines 20 all principalit and 
owe ow if each faint i is complete in him Which! is the 


phil: 440 phers 0 ice tor them, nor 1 fo give them, power 
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Cunt . 9002 had declared in her apt . that, ie the wers 
dead to the body of fin, and to the'worthip of ns "Wor ldly 
January ; the apoſtle ſays, Wherefore i dead with 
Grit, from the rudiments ef the world; 8 as tho livin 1 


WA the world are ** e © to  ordigances after the con- 
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Now as this warning was TEN rivers, it 175 55 


| d0 for men ro act a ainſt it in. p}z Jain SE bs - yet th 
were vainly puft N 0 by their Be/hly mindr, £ONCe1 ted tha 
the 1 which Jelus had igltituted after be had %% 
ted out t bi ola bagd ayriting, were roo few and plain, a : 


the wor 
That chrilt ian privileges are greater than Jewiſh privileges 
were; therefore their þbiloſophy, was ſet, to work upon the 


certful line of making Jewiſh. ordinances, ſhadows, of 


to ſpiritual to conſiſt Vith that great maxim m. | 


4 ord; Nances, nſtead « of owning them to be ſhadows | 


7577 land inward. realities : : and ſo makin, Abraham, 
11 8 4 which firſt conltituted, that church, a Hades [ 
it ans 
0 of the houfhold of God, which conſtitutes” the g aha 
urc Eph, 2. 19, 20, And having by this art got 
relic 1 0 f that old coyenant which Jeſus had ltted' o ani 
1 ied te 95 eraſe, it hath made room for the « exertion 0 'of : al 
eir Learning to write upgn it, and contend About it eb 
fo ay Mr. e ſor. ſays, * « The patent ſealed by bap 1/7 . 
995 to-1] pea kh t e very ſame parchment t! that was FR ; 
Ws 5 tl ere is nothing altered, but the ſe 
55 4 alogue, p. 17. And Mr. FE. plainly holds thing: 880 
the f ſame line; and therein, he and his breth ren 5 
be LY a fair way to bring that t upon themſelves whit h 
Won charge upqn ug. For on the ſame parchment it w 
1 than none but the ſons of Aaron Souls miniſter i in 
the, January 3 $4 nd it haz ole; been proved that whe | 
1814 out 66 0 ef 4 7 by 
ould nat fn the reg! er © their N lown 1 
9 were 7 polluted 5 from the 25 5 Hy 
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called by thax name, but is called the ua in the Keren 
wanth. Kin, 8. 2. Tet how remarkable were the tokens 
whicl they: enjoyedi of God's preſente at that feaſt ! Pheſe 
ings if rightly: viewed wquld |ſweep: off abundance” of 
Ruff that is brought ap in bur day, to frighren people froch 
Seeing, the truth, or erat actinꝝ upon it when ig ſeen- 
Dare any pretend that they? haves equal eyidence of the 
ivine prelenee in ſprinkling for baptiſch, with what Trac 
dat that feaſt ? or that ang haye practiſedꝭ it, who equals 
led David for *devation, or'\Solowon for wiſdom + yet the 
PORE captives who returned from Ballon were noß deter'd 
V ſuch great R to an atuct eon 
2 to 3 rule. {> LE NED are often e 
„A8 


2. 


| on ſome plain: evidences to the contrary. - The 1 coy 


eated; | by. the 2 for his . de the 
— 10 And tho'.the — — ſet a o et or | 


een 


| — — —— till are * eben "any = 
Brought into ſuch-· an acquaintance with the baptiſt your 


— as to erabrace and 4 pratjcs them; - 77 that made a 


aw 


| * other n eee, he eee that ro * hal 
in ſeveral inſtances: injufed the baptiſts and their Lies Nun 
ders, and 
they jained and called all theſe chürches together, to hear 
the affair : which was. the largeſt wech v Ea a 
| Ta the. beginning of the ſeparatiqn. Pt 
meeting was at Stonington on May 29, 1584. where 
the ge of about 35 churches cane Ke es an 
ys; Aud itt 
the gloſe of the m&ting, ſyperal of the molt noted leaders 
on the fide of the 444 apenly declared” that ke 
| they.could yet commune with faints who did bt [ce * i; 
for infant baptiſm-ayer they did withdraw the Hand of 
Jowlkip from'alFfuch as profeſſed 75 fee that tes 48 
no. Warrant for bringing ivfants to that ordianece. And 


thus the breach appeared before the world to be on that fide. 
And there has lately been a plain, inſtance . 
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lick Smith, who waseducated at New- For ſoy college, cas 
into New-Englantd | f years ago; with a propoſal of ouly 
travelling and laboring a white, and then of returnin; 
back. again; and under this view he was readihy receive 
into man pulpita but a deſtitute ſociery in Haverhill, 'by 
their prefling importunity, prevailed with hich'to'alter his. 
purpoſe, add Ray with them; and when thoſe minifters 
who had received him underſtood that; they areal | 
Bim wit att- their might, and one of them Has held a 
to the world in Print, that wherf he received him, it 
ander an expectation that Mr. S. would keep his principles 
concerning baptiſmi „ private to hlienbelf, and neither 
pony, hold them up, nor practiec them among us. And 
be reflects very hard upon Mr. S. for diſappomtmg thin 
ex pe ctation. * But we: may boldly appeal to his content 
thai he would net calt it charity nor a cathvlił temper, for 
another ſect to AHow him only to ghiul for himſelf; but not 
to pc his thoughts; or if he ſpake them, yet hot 25 
tics upon them -leſt it ſhould offend others. And let o 
will deny others the liberty which they take ebemfelves 3 
ar judge and ſet at naught their brethren for takin og 
Iberty a et the day is haſtning, when we müſt all Ran 
fore the 4 0hpork uy * HIM Tant FR eyes lite f | 
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'M M* we all earn the importance of Soltmon'vadvice; 
AVI to Bay the truth and ſell it nat. Theend of 

and ſelling is mutual gain; and he who forſakes a/// for t 
truth as it is in Jeſus, makes great gain to his owl foul; 
and will prove a bleſſing to others: but they who mäke 
ſhi pwreck of faith and a good conſcience, the whole world 
cant make ũp their oſ i og 0c 
2. Let us never imagine to. promote the cauſe of rrath by 
any falſe. methods, Indeed God will over rule every thing- 
for his own glory; and in that ſenſe we can do nothing 
againſt the truth. but for it: vet let us talk what we may 
of detending truth, or promoting its cauſe. if at the ſame) 
N we e Halle arguments, rs tis 8 tem 
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guar to ugh | 
havior, wo thereby concra8 bas 3 > e 
5 e che imaginstion of being h f] 

kbeaven is engaged Jon -trach, and all heli 
bet ween them: ſo that 
rneb and the {;/2;i ſayst H id not INA 
we; ud hethar gethereth nei with. — 
We, Mat. 1 ew 8 


ben And arias . 515 wy 
Ae. —— 3 inatter, bases 
totrath;'is of equal imporrance . ay 15 
bog Leurn wliat is the reah tauſd of all the u. in 
— Ai they were firſt intiddiiced by brattring ao 
arent, inſtead of the creatii; ſo the cauſe and: nature 
of all or preſent alſorder! are the abi ping and eren 
the efreathre; more than the Creator, who "4 overall; God 
lefſed forever,” And what higher worſhip" &an-be'6fered 
0 apy being; than to fix our dependence upon hit for light 
2 . and for power td a? yet hom mch have we of 
in a nation where —— fancy that both 54. 
unichrift ian idolatry have long been deſtroyed 
This work is carried on now, as it wils formerly in the dark 
vn mu im the chamtbert of hit imagety. Ezck. 8. 15. 
and every ſoul that k nos. not theHru geo, 


has forme elſe image of godd ſet u up dis his mind, which $o- 5 
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Senme thereby N for 8 5 Patch are 
_ mudernris chr, cafyrif a concelt thitithendavercligions 
Wader Weis eil conduct, he perſuades others chat they are 
ell athoat it as with:it,- Still- labering to keep all 
2 ir attentivn fired, ſome way on-othergipen the orea ture, 
* br light it ee ee cee ee is the image 
ed in ante den. a. Cor, f ii vert 
And Whentventhe power: of G dd: is remarkably diſplay» 
beg, legung men from: darkne6 toliglit, and from: the 
er of ſatan unto God loud noiſp is ſobn raid about 
Hiſer ies; deluſdus and imprindenojds 3 and l arte are yſed 
to blind peoples minds and tl ſettle then back into carnhl 
Faeurityt again, And no ſtratagem of the chem has bees | 
ſweceſeful, than ta mi fand copfound:reop Wb 
itruxhitin chriſtians experiences, converſation; andeandydts | 
ben cheir corruptions are .difcovertd,. ſinnets and Þ 
por tes catchat them : for Gd ſays They t the i 
5 r 
4 4. 44 royer 8 
domes bo there i is potking'i in religidn : or if therein: ſome 
Then therein. yet that; common people can't difeerncthie 
Aiffer ens, and therefore muſt be directed by- unh as linew 
. 
QW 0 O 5 | | | 
ech to diſcern difſtinRions, where © others can ſee no differ- 
ence ; while things which are really diſtin in their nature, 


dare eonfourided, er „ Phkis wickedneſs has hegt is 


Teer, iſed hy ſome, under the — 
at. reaching} avi 198 others nicer" dhe r ane of eat 
Jeapming. ee ene 

2 © f bot 10 be diiputeg . chat mie men Fnow mb 
| "rs Rirther than. others, do, both 3 I. and 


Foiritual.chings.; hut when. real or — wy wie 
is uſed to keep others in ig and to-excitea-Ih Fry 
opinion of themfelves;"inftead of laboring:ro-ealight 
deheſir others; that is A certain token of fuck | 
*Enfiiared. by. 5 they: are not finder the füll power the Z 
| — bring 
4 Nr. Edeoards has clearly demonſtrated this Point, in as 
tiſe of the will, Part 2. 45 9, 2 
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rive, avbether it be.of Cod, ar whether T ſpeak of my[elfe 
f | {The other leſſon is, not. to Judge in a uperficial_ manner, 
Cf by che appearance and ſhe w 7 hich is made, but 3 0 2 5 
reibt jndenents e e en 
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7 nent, While thoſe. who : receive not the love of the. o but 
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in the affair; and allo that tis a great Al ſrder to condemn 
1 ad repraach any teachers, only becauſe they are not owned 
h rule or learned mi niſters : for by this very rule, our 
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4 be Lord was condemned as a deceiver, and his fol- 
HA yo tigmatized as ignorant curſed people, by men who 

6 were as famous in the world's: eſteem, for learning, devoti- 
23, and order, as any in our day; ver.-47—49. Nor is the 

8 Ai ſerder leſs on the other hand, when any under a pretence 

©) * of _ ſpecial teachings, and divine influence, eroud their im- 
de dente upon thoſe who are not - ediſyed thereby, and 
3 3 el cheir right ſo to do,, becauſe they ſee fürther man | 
} | _ others, who they ſay can * diſcern where they are: tho” 
det way de) ſerious chriftians d ſec them at the ſame time, 
* | * conductin a feht plage way, and even not providing- | 
things honeſt in the fgbt ef men. "3p 
wi 1 YES Some ſuch /pots and blemiſhes ive canſed the greate teſt, 


3 By ; Sanders that [1 have ever e * of our chur- 
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$220), 15 1 5 they have in ſuck a Rau,? Was a fear 
To s of ſpeaking eff, (4s maßy Raw d 
00 5445 o not: ànd w ou E 
a rep, for "is" Ike ſhooting in the dark, dere wee 
tos likely to wound a ries Je an enemy. What 
be right, Wee ught to own; and to diſowẽn 
e Re to he wrong, and leave other things till 
Key are opened to us. But here the cafe is plain, ſo% 
Chri t never gar. authority to any to crowd upon other ʒ 
and we are commanded. to cra e to hear imftrutton, thac 
cauſeth 7 to err from the*twords © knowledge. Prov. 19. 2. 


And alſo” CY wih ur from every brother that wall 5 


r 


85/6 eng. 


It is an important part of goſpel” offs, Xie Haves! _Y 
member encouraged in the improvement of the gifts Which 
Rip gixeß wem; bur for any to pretend, they have gotiſo 
far qut of fight of the leaſt ſaint, either by human or di - 
vine teachings, that the ſaint can't underſtand them, when 
they properly i improve their gifts, i is as abſurd as to tall: of 
4 candle ſhining fe bright as not to give light unto ai that 
SE the houſe Mat. 5. 3 direction i, WDS 
5 — is a ie man, and endued with irow/edge among:yow ? 
= et hi 92 ſhew out of a good converſation” his u with 
e of wiſdom. But if ye have bitter 
'+ Trife in your bearts, glory not, and lie not against 
oat This wiſdom 
= © Ga chly, ſenſual, 'devilith : for where envy amd ſtriſo 
. there is canfuffon, and every evil mort. Hut che . 
dom that is from above, is FizsT puns, then pouttrable, . | 
5 gentle, eaſy tobe intreated, ulli of mercy 
„without part inlity, and without by#2cr5f. And the re 
2 ee, is RY ins eee 
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4. wee 3s creature of Cod is gook—forit is ſanctißeu ils 
a war rare to take them, and by prayer they receive 4 
e the uſe of them. ib + its vhuph . 3 
No mV letter te Mr. Lord, I gave it as my mind. 
that this thind ſenſe of the words: ſandifedand holy, was tho“ 


was doubtleſs. occaſioned by: their reading in Ezra 10. 35/ 


+. 0 
. £ » R + —& -* 


; =_— , 4. 
5 and the on reaſon at he gives 
N : 5 + Ps by F 3s 8 1 


— 


* £ | 
dite bene RIS tn iN 4 * 
ez Ag! 9's mo deg HE SIR Tr Kn 
10 — 4, We hoes ne) ob 14 bad 91 

«© low.?“ But-he ſays,/ child en ure ae 7 
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the text, chat che öhildrenb being mor, 299tH, 
bart ſo that here we are preſen 8d with 
umber of abſurdities. As 11*an Z | Th above. 
its caufes 2 With: à cafe of conſcience; whith Vas geca? f 
fonedbpa text in Eaſas, that obliged the Jr to put” Away, 00 
their mi, and ſuch as Sedan af hem? as 8 n 
clean a yet the anſwer to irs Yedire} 0 * cis = 

ching big . the child chan in the rei ee, 

For Mr; Fofer ſays, the ro [on eKts bein 55 5 165 = 
s tuteofthe ſanctifying gr (Roy "of; 1 ' 
are unfit u N delerkg 0 7 
oh (INK Od 


ſame page after ſaymg, «© The children er 
he goes Du torfay, The . ein Ter 3 
Eh d& 3% 


„others, born in fin, andiby>narare Ry: 

* apart for God: and deelares, It is fuch a Tani 
or holineſs as is intended, hen the ure ant 
« of /ſraetateita}let Roly ; Pfab. 30 . Gather hy Yar 
te togethei uuto me, rhoſe that have made à Covenant \ OK 
te me by facrifice. Here 14 fi ners are dectared to 1 9 ol 
for communion witk God, while tis aſſerted that) 3 24 
ones hae Are «barn imfin, are fet apart for him! 43 ed 4 
have an:ſelf:tantradiftion-; for in p. 1. Me" Fe Fan mY 
ing to Exra 10. 37 fays, : Fis juſt that*tho& 1 i 
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« are done againſt law, ſhould be > accounted no 25 a 
« laanſuli buti ani. — But' it was otherwiſe" With Thoſf 8 
«© whom the apoſtle. wrote y for they were lan 2 an an | FRE 1 
« wife ; their; marriage nes beit g p90b8i087;" bey ale e, 
„ not be par/ed,and their children not unelean- but fel Wang 
3 in page 7 When he is oppoſing Dx. Gi Taye, r 47 8 
N queſtion propounded by the CormmBjan?, was nbt wie- 1 
ther aß believing huſband and unbelfeving Wife, wers N 
* lawful man and wiſe together? No body 4b g. Ns mY 
However I wilt: not waſte: paper; nor abuſe the rea e, on 
with remarks upon all the ſtuff which his' Tefition” Abe id 
vrch; but would juſt obſerve, that the fiew-teRament cer-. 8 1 
r=wly, gives che. ſame ſenſe of theſe terms, ' ſaiittified. and , | 
holy, elſe- where, we do here; and thoſe who give he 
other ſenſe of them are forced, all of them; to 6450 it 
om the national church in the old teſtament : "2 and Mr; 
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— Hg Fane in, and 7 5 "i, 15 1 — was e of 
them that” continued without the token of the 'coveriant, 
| God'ſaid, That "foul "ſhall 'b be cut of. fron his people? be hath 
7 1 or covenant, Gen. 1. 13, 14, 29%." And ychen the 
Fa; ou5r Was in itgted in that church, the Lord faid, b 
an 7 "fervant't that i is bought for money, when ou hi ei- 
 cumeiſed. bimy THEN ſpat be cat theredf." Exod. 12 444 
12 NG words.conld be more plain than theſe are, tedeſeribe 
ie exact limits of the national church; yet Mr. Dictinfon 
br ts, chat the patent ſealed by baptifm, i 1s 66 The vy 
fame parchment that was given to Abræbam nn and Mr. 
Fi and Fofer, concur in the Ame ſenſe But if o, chen 
out of their own mouths they are condetined; for iunſtea 
N55 e half the ſubjects, as they tell us Ef. Ahe 
lud e more than a hundred to one. \ Abraham, before this, 
Rad 718 fervatits, born in bir own. houſe, WhO ee ft For 
27 [diers. Gem 14. 14. And in the felt Jane Jay' chat "this 
enant was made with him, he cir cumin ſed hi, fon und 
5155 the” HEN "of bir houſe. Here was but one of is ou 
Len to ſuch a great houſpbold, (but now their pies is, only 
or my children.) And if we view the antitype; we may 
| plain a" deſcription” of the goſpel” church. Pau 
es 15 the Epbeſfant, that Chriſt had broten ye ce the 
ple wail of partition between them and the Jews, and | 
Fame ; and preached peace to both, whereby their enmily war 
ain; and” thro” bim they. both bad "acceſs iy one ſpirit 
unto the 2 and were Goo? citizen: "Hh the Frogs 
"and of the nousnoLD o ; and Ws Cori 
7 7 0 10 of the apoſtles and opbetr, Tesa * 2. 
the chief corner: tone, Eph. Ne 
ä Now if Mr. Foſter knows 91 no bes Cifferedcs between 
chk two churches but only what reſpects their. number, I 
| would deſire him to go to ſchool With NVicodemur, and learn 
Be diff erence etwixt being born is and a being 
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Fefe 5 Sermon. 127 
dee A 28 woud Tini nwo vieettT » N K1 wk 
A erlebe en ie A 1 AE; ed that the 
#ratles Cod were dommtsed ge the Jews and many means 
wete uſed for the cqnyerſioniph members withinthechurch: 
whereas now, the goſpel is Pray reached ta; all, patio. —4 
and the fiuelx tanat which arg dhe anaterials, of this „hi 
tual houſe, hich is the antity e — 
Firebared withaut, before they are builded FAY nk 
. bibitation-of Cad thes! the ſpirit. ; pon whic 
gives ſeveral. cavts, and ſays, he knows, mot, has, moan, 
unleſs it is, Thatithere is now, ng. mpans.< uſe " 
* converſion-of members within the church,” p. 4 bY 
But if the obſerving this difference. that, the means for 
| converſiam were confined. within they eau church, hich 
are now./recly uſed wit h othe (hag are, without the chrilti- ; 
an church, can convey no ober meaning in it, Zhan th: | 
there, ate a mn uſed for converlion — 2 this church), 
then, [ deſpair of ever conveying any) F aſt ideasromankind: | 
Hewever, when we ſee how this man leaves his on mgan- 
ing. wel ſtrall not wonder at this treatment of others ; SA 
my ſaying that Paul takes much pains to keep "Abs 
1 ſpiritual ſeed diſtingt, he ſays, Abras 
<< ham never had à ſpiritual ſeed, nor no other man, 'the 
A. man Jeſus-Chrit excepted. p. 24. And leaves it ſo. 
Now Whether he thinks, Onefemus whom Paul had begotten 
zn his-bands,.. was his natural or Spiritual fon I know not; 
Neither: ſwall I detain my reader, any further than to cor- 
re two ſtories Which this writer has publiſhed.: 3 
In Waring: hs people of Ycodftock of their danger, Mr. 
Fat er ſays, „ By: going after thoſe who art now " caufing- 
„ diviſions and ſeparations among you, and conniv At 
1 their wicked doctrines and practices, you will be in ans 
« ger r of 1 falling into ſuch errors, and embracing fuchopt 
% nions, as re your ſalvation altogether hopeleſs,” 
P. 28. Then a fter allowing that there were ſome ſober 
| bapfiſls in the land 20 Vears ago, hé ſays, As tout pre- 
* feng ſeparate: baptiſts, tis well known that in . 
F 3 they are notoriouſſy bad; and ſeem daily 
60 155 e Witness Dr. Davir's book, which I 
ot can underſtand, is generally liked amon them. is 
„% man Was as' famous: a baptifeipreacher as any in the 
. country a few years, ago, and what he is now come to, 
n his boo will ſhow, in which he leb hemoufy attributes 
«all conv ol ſin to the Devil. p. 29. 
This I perceive Was delivered from the Dolpit,. which 
eie of Dr. Franc 2 who * 
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. 221 Tailer does not hear Criſt; bur Gee igt 
a — aner d tore” falſe an this is 


paſtor of the baptiſſ chureh in Siprn, ned; me 
Þ Aeg years ago of one Davir a phy Hefany bo 6 Caf ut 
that chutch, for — errörb ; and that 
e publiſned a ſmall pamphlet upon them aſterward/; but 
4 never ſa the mati nor his boo, and. *ris'f6 far from be · 
ing generally Þked among our chufches, that Very te N 
21 e ſeen his book, and Mr. Feßer muy maß be bo 
Challenged to produce an inſtance if he can df one MY Td 
| in the baptiſt, church in Moolſtocl; or Any Shürch Which 
.. they bold fellowſhip with, Who ue or will coumtenante 
che hoptid principle ke ſpeaks ff. . 122908 
The other ſtory concerns WookRich 4h: Partieillar 8 Mr. 
Fnſier Aye, & Lam informed that not long ſince, there's 
£13, hopetal proſpect. of the revival of ſerigus Fodliß 
i among you; that a number of perſpns in this pla ate, 
; **-peared fiiatly and ſttitably concerned about the 155 
5 1 5 of God and religion; 4nd were enquirifig the 
& to. Zion, with their faces thither ward; pag noi 
of did theſemen, like a deſtroying ffood, bone in 1 2 Ie 
* 5 * but they flung: all into confuſian, as vol ſee this day, Ax 
in a moment daſhed. al. your hopes of 4 revird of pod- 
40 lineſs amongſt you. * = 23-34. . 117 TIC * J 
* „Now the plain ſtate oficher caſe, a8 1 Have it from oi | 
- authorities, is briefly \thas; | Vanity-and extfavity arice; ef- 
Pecially among young. people i in tliat place, greatly 
Srevailed ;. till a young man, who had been a fm; leader i in 
Frolicking⸗ happened tochear a bapri/t elder prea in Dec. 
1763. Which was hleſt as a means of his 3 and 
be continued under conviliaꝝ till the next Math, and then 
. Fas, brought out of darkneſsinto marvellous light ®where- 
upon — of his old companions came one everhigsto tr 
to get him back to his former way; büt inftead haf, 
| wo of. them were ſeized under con uichis q und they were 
moved to ſet up religious meetings, inſtead of their former 
olicks ; which rnieetings in a few weeks increaſed to ſeve- 
ral hundreds; and theſt fagetih#s which were carried on 
by prayer, finging, reading; anch mutual exhertation, were 
made a happy means of vhe;awakening and hopeful con- 
verſion of a conſiderable riſnþer, And tho” they gladly 
improved occaſional opportqhities of hearing bapriſt elders, 
yet they {till attended che pariſh meeting, till the miniſtet 
there, upon a faſt which was appointed. for the purpoſe, 
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ö EE * which interſe get with the order and honor 
2 e old miniſters and churches as they ſtdo d.. 

„ But for young converts tocheur, the Inf NG PER na- 

ure of that werk, whick tura'd them fra yanity to- 
IHE! treated at ſuch A fate, it daly ſebosd to con 
That the Minilters who traated things? at chat e, 

1400 Wrong, and fo finally cated a Teparation” ona. 

A baptiſt church was gathered in that place. Phe 

former part of this account Ihad from the moutfH ef 
gun man Who was fir awakened there, #14/in*the p 

cf of cine of tlie two: young men w Were KH 8 

; and. the reſt haue had atteſted by many Sſab- 

1155 eyidences, + „ d dn 6 3608, 7 BY <0 ” 

2 0 2 — nengar; to — * his own ref Id lk ill 


. ebe ae — wy uotations of the "moſt hne, ſentendes 
ah 5/ that he Gould find in the aßtieig F- 
. fins nn m2 think of a ſaying af oe of the 21.1 
N „Alas 1 ſays he, ſuch is the wic kedneßs df theſe 
. Sur laſt days, that nothing moves us Neher the 
2. ure doctrine. the-godlinels of life, nor good e example of 
the antient fathers.—If in any thing they erred, tar 
{ill their charitable children embrace, publefl and m- 
* tain with ſword, faggot and fire « but in vain they ſtrwe 
ee ſtream ; for tho' in deſpite of the truth? by. 
2015 of the ears of crafty perfuafion, they may bring 
themſelves into the haven of Bell: yet cn they Hor 
4. make all men believe that the banks move, while*the 
% ſhip faileth, nor ever ſhall be able to turn the e 
' coucke of the fiream of God's truth 
2 "OED mirrour Vok: tp P. 10. — . 
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+» The paſtoriof che baptiſſ chureh in Srl, informed me 
ſome years ago of one, Davir\a phy ſleian, Do Sr bal a 
1 of chat ghuteh, for broaching-antinomian errors; and 0 
e publiſted a ſmall pamphlet updn them afterward *;*Þ 
I never aw the mal nor his book; and tis ſu fir fro. — 
mg! T generally bked among our churches, that Very te v 
c e ſcen his book. and Mt. Feger maß be boldly 
Challenged to produce an inſtance if he can df one member 
: in the baptiſt, church in, Moodſtobl; or any ehurch which 
they bold fellowſhip with, who: like or Will countenänlcé 
che hortid principle lie ſpeaks of:: 
The otffer ſtory concerns. bel el in. Particular. Mr. 
1 Falter Aßs, L am informed that not long ſince, there Was 
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